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Netanyahu told to put peace 
above parliament 

TEL AVIV (R : — Israeli lawmakers from across the 
political spectrum told Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Tuesday he did not have to rush home 
from a peace .summit with Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat to open a session of parliament. Netanyahu 
was due to open the winter session of the Knesset, 
with a speech this week. But lawmakers told him they 
had found a way to get around a regulation requiring 
his presence. Labour Deputy Hagai Merom said his 
opposition party and Netanyahu's Likud faction had 
Knesset committee approval to hold “factional con* 
sullatiuns" enabling them “to go until next Monday 
without the prime minister.” "I am not trying to save 
the prime minister. 1 am trying to save peace “ Merom 
told Israel Radio. 
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U S. presents draft Mideast peace 
accord to avert summit breakdown 
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Rushing to avert a breakdown 
in Mideasr summit talks, the 
United States gave Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders Wednes- 
day a full draft of its peace 
proposals for the first rime and 
demanded ‘tough decisions" 
[o seal an agreement. 

-We will today share a text 
of what we hope will allow the 
two sides 10 put the peace 
process back on track," Slate 
Department spokesman James 
Rubin said. 

The move came after Israeli 
officials said they were 
"preparing to leave” the 
seven-day-old negotiations 
because of a purported Pales- 
tinian refusal to provide suffi- 
cient security guarantees to 
accompany the land conces- 
sions called for in the U.S. 
package. 

Israeli officials said around 
midday that they were pack- 
ing for a planned 5.-00 pjn. 
(2200 GMT) departure, 
although journalists accompa- 
nying the delegation had not 
been told to prepare. 

One official also indicated 
the warning could be more a 
•7: • negotiating ploy than a serious 
threat “Tilings could change 
every 15 minutes, but now 

- 7 we’re preparing to leave.” he 
' said. ’ 

: 7 Responding to the threat, 
.-“Rnbin said: “We can’t hold 
77 people here against their will 

- _• ... but we don’t have informa- 
' " lion at this time that any rele- 

■ vant parties are leaving.” 

77 A senior aide to Arafat, 
7 Ahmad Tibi, called the Israeli 
- ; move “blackmail." 

“They are trying to push the 

■ sides into accepting only a 

- partial accord" which would 
limit the land transfers and 

- : other extensions of Palestinian 
7- - autonomy called for under the 
U.S. package deal he told 
AFR 

■ “We totally reject any partial 
agreement," Tibi said. 

Tbe global U.S. package 
involves staged further Israeli 
pullbacks from the West Bank 
and implementation of a host 
of secondary steps required 
under interim peace accords in 
exchange for tougher Palestin- 
ian action against violent radi- 
cals. 

The deal, which if accepted 
would lead to negotiations on 
a permanent peace settlement 



This file photo, taken in 1996 at the White House, shows President Bill Clinton meeting with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. King Hussein on Tues- 
day joined President Clinton at the Midcast summit as the talks between Israel and the Palestinians entered a ‘hard 
bargaining’ stage. Later in the day, the King flew his aircraft back to bis residence in Washington (AP photo) 


determining the size and polit- 
ical status of the Palestinian- 
controlled lands, has been the 
focus of fruitless negotiations 
for more than a year. 

But Rubin said "the initia- 
tive has never been shared in 
full with both parties" but 
rather been dealt with in its 
“component parts.” 

“No subject will surprise 
either side, bui whether they 
can agree on the wording is 
another matter,” he said. "The 
devil is in the details." 

Rubin stressed that the draft 
proposal would not be pre- 
sented as a “lake or leave it 
package" but would seek to 
focus the negotiations - after a 
series of Israeli tantrums. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat accepted the U.S. pack- 
age in principle several 
months ago. but Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu has resisted its 
requirement for further troop 
withdrawals until the Pales- 
tinians aureed to a long list of 


security demands. 

The U.S. decision to put its 
compromise package on the 
table should prow the decisive 
step in determining the suc- 
cess or failure of die summit 
which began Thursday at a 
retreat i t\ mral Maryland and 
has involved an extraordinmy 
investment of time and energy 
by U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and his entire foreign policy 
team. 

“We are at a critical 
moment," Rubin said, “and 
what the result of this will be 
is up to the leaders tirem- 
Mrlves.This is a roller coaster." 

“Let me be very clear, 
despite rhe intensity of today 
and the intensity of yesterday, 
it is not at all clear that the 
tough decisions necessary to 
reach an agreement can or will 
be made," he said. 

Clinton lias spent 57 hours 
at the summit but was holding 
hack on a decision to join the 
talks on the U.S. draft docu- 
ment Wednesday. 


In Ilia jbhcik.c. Secretary uf 
State Madeleine Albright was 
running the mediation effort 

Earlier Israeli officials 
accused the Palestinians of 
refusing key elements of a 
security deal, notably on the 
arrest of people Lsrael accuses 
of involvement in terrorism, 
the collection of illegal 
weapons and a reduction in 
the si/e of the Palestinian 
police force to levels allowed 
under earlier acconis. 

'Terrorists are serving in ihe 
Palestinian police and they’re 
not even willing to arrest and 
incarcerate them, not to men- 
tion extradition." one official 
said. 

In a U^.-brokercd compro- 
mise which Israeli and Pales- 
tinian officials had said was 
reached earlier this week, 
Israel dropped a demand for 
extradition of accused terror- 
ists, in exchange for a pledge 
that Palestinians would 
imprison the suspects under 
the supervision of the CIA. 


Nelai.ynhu's .yokcsrnarJ 
Aviv Bushinsky said another 
cure dispute concerned 
Israel's demand that Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat con- 
vene -a meeting of the Palestin- 
ian National Council (PNC), 
the Palestinian parliament-in- 
exife, to formally cancel all 
anti-Israel clauses in the 1964 
PLO covenant. 

Arafat said the more titan 
6tX) members of the PNC 
already took the decision in a 
May 1996 meeting and has 
refused to reconvene the body, 
which includes many hardline 
opponents to peace negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

Palestinian officials said the 
Americans had put forward a 
compromise formula calling 
for the PLO central council, 
which has around 120 mem- 
bers. to meet within two 
weeks ol the start of the next 
West Bank withdrawal to rati- 
fy the May 1996 PNC deci- 
sion. Israel was apparently 
rejecting the idea. 


Turkey: Deal signed 
with Syria on rebels 




ANKARA (R> — Turkey 
declared on Wednesday it con- 
sidered a crisis with Syria over 
Kurdish rebels to be over but 
warned it reserved the right to 
use aimed force if Damascus 
failed to observe an agree- 
ment 

Newspapers portrayed a deal 
reached, according to Turkish 
officials, at secret talks late on 
Tuesday as a triumph for die 
vociferous hardline campaign 
Ankara launched against Syria 
three weeks ago. 

“Damascus Gives In," read a 
headline in tbe liberal Sabah 
newspaper “Syria Bows, 
trumpeted tbe popular Miiiyet 
daily of the dispute that some 
feared could escalate into a 
broader conflict between 
NATO member Turkey and 
the Arab World. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from Damascus on 
the deal negotiated in southern 
Turkey. 

Turkey had threatened to use 
aimed force against Syria if it 
failed to close down camps on 
Syrian soil which it sad were 
being used by Turkish Kurd 
rebels. It also demanded that 
die man who has led the cam- 
paign for 14 yeans be handed 
over or expelled from Syria. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Necati U titan told a briefing 
tbe deal, negotiated by security 
and political officials, 
appeared to meet Ankara s 
demands. 

‘This document should be 
considered as an agreement 
which ends the crisis and starts 
dialogue," he said. Bui he 
added a note of warning to 
Syria, which has maintained 
throughout the crisis that it has 
no links to the guerrilla Kur- 
dish Labour Pany (KPP» or its 
leader Abdullah “Apo 

Ocalan. . . . e 

“Syria extends its hand of 
friendship to us. it everything 
is realised in the framework of 
ihe agreemem, we will shake 
this hand," he said. 

"If we consider the worst 
scenario and think that this will 
not he realised, our military 
SSU *i|| te enforced ■ 

this stase" he added. 

Several .Arab countries, sus- 
picious of an informal defeire 
alliance between Turkey and 
Israel, see the hand of Israel in 

*The agreement, in the form 
of signed minutes- of the two- 
dav Tuddsh-Synan meeting, 
oui Syrian obligations 

clearly. 


Jordanians jailed in Israel are 
in poor health, say families 


AMMAN ( AP) — The fami- 
lies of 14 Jordanian prisoners 
in Israel said on Wednesday 
the inmates are suffering seri- 
ous health problems, and 
urged the government to inter- 
cede for their freedom. 

Israel says the J4 Jordanians 
jailed in the last 10 years are 
convicted of serious offences, 
such as fatal attacks on 
Israelis, and insists lhai they 
spend their prison terms in its 
territory while Jordan is seek- 
ing their handover to Jordan- 
ian custody. 

In a joint statement, the pris- 


oners’ families said: "All (he 
prisoners suffer from deterio- 
rating psychological and 
health conditions as a result of 
their prolonged and unjustified 
detention and the poor living 
conditions they are living in.” 

Fur instance, Kamel Ajlouni, 
Ls suffering from advanced 
cancer of the liver, it said. 
Ajlouni 24, is serving a life 
term for killing an Israeli sol- 
dier and injuring another in an 
ambush on the Israeli frontier 
in 1990. 

The statement, made avail- 
able to the Associated Press. 


urged the government 10 "con- 
tinue its efforts to free the pris- 
oners." 

The statement was signed by 
21 Jordanians who visited the 
prisoners in Israel’s Ashkdon 
prison on Tuesday — the first 
such trip approved by Israel 
under a 1994 peace treaty with 
Jordan. 

In ihe last four years, Israel 
has freed more than 20 Jordan- 
ian prisoners, involved in less 
serious offences such as infil- 
trating to Lsrael or affiliation 
with banned militant Islamist 
factions. 


Jordan draws strength from the 
will of its people, Regent says 


1RBID (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassais, the 
Regent, on Wednesday said 
that Jordan draws strength 
from the w ill uf its people and 
leadership and that it is capa- 
ble of realising further 
achievements arid progress. 

"With God's grace we will 
always be strong and bear our 
responsibilities working as 
one team." the Regent said in 
an address at the inauguration 
of the Irbid Chamber of 
Commerce building. 

"Jordanians are charac- 
terised by their noble nature 
and their morals are diiplaved 
by their sincere and hon- 
ourable stands." the C reran 
Prince said. "Had oar success- 
es been so great w e would 
not iuve been exposed to a 
campaign of malice and 
envy." But a few cast doubts, 
he said. 

"Jordan enjoys great will 
and determination. Let us hear 
about what is good and 
address injustices and stop 
belittling our achievements.” 

“We are not doing enough 
in expressing our achieve- 
ments, and we have to say that 
the Kingdom possesses great 
potentials for which we are 
envied." 

"Let us suppress our anger 
and shoulder our responsibili- 
ties and let us not listen to 
rumours but rather work to 
win God’s blessing and mani- 
fest our national belonging 
•md-tscr -capabilities," added 
the Regent 

He said that "His Majesty- 
King Hussein expects us to 
live up to expectations,” 


adding that Jordanian* ought 
10 exert more efforts and 
overcome bureaucracy and 
routine and display serious- 
ness in work. 

"Strong will should mani- 
fest itself on the pan of the 
various public and private sec- 
tors that should participate in 
the process of construction. 
Our stability, our cohesion 
and clear vision and serious 
work serve as the criteria in 
addressing domestic issues 
like poverty and unemploy- 
ment as well as external 
issues.” 

The Regent said that all cit- 
izens are equal regardless 01 
their origin and birth place, be 
it in die north, south, east or 
west. 

He reiterated Jordan’s call 
for achieving stability in the 
region based on Arab and 
Islamic integration adding 
that anyone speaking about 
the national dimension should 
realise that Jordan seeks clari- 
ty and transparency in its 
dealings will) others including 
trade and economic relations. 

Cooperation among the dif- 
ferent private and public sec- 
tors and participation in deci- 
sion-making are a must and 
should be based upon accu- 
rate scientific information. 

Other speakers at the cere- 
mony included Mohammad 
Shuha, the head of the Irbid 
Chamber of Commerce, Hani 
Sawuqed, the director of the 
National Bank and Minister 
of Industry and Trade 
Mohammad Saleh Hourani. 

The Irbid Chamber of Com- 
merce complex Is built on a 


2.700- square-metre area with 
multipurpose hulls complete 
with different utilities. 

Also Wednesday Prince 
Hasson inaugurated the 
newly -restored and refur- 
bished Great Irbid Mosque 
near the Chamber of Com- 
merce Complex. 

Built with funds donated by 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
the mosque occupies 3.U0U 
square metres in area and can 
accommodate S50 worship- 
pers. 

In remarks after touring the 
mosque. Prince Hasson con- 
veyed King Hussein's greet- 
ings to the Jordanian people 
and prayed to God lor the 
King’s sate return home. 

He said that by joining the 
talks at Wye Plantation the 
King has display ed courage 
and resolve to help peace in 
the region. 

It is hoped that the summit’s 
success will mark a stage that 
will witness further interna- 
tional concern over the pre- 
sent circumstances of occupa- 
tion and aggression on Arab 
people and will safeguard the 
dignity of the Arab Muslim 
and Christian people of Pales- 
tine. 

Prince Hassan who met stu- 
dents learning the Koran at 
the mosque expressed hope 
that the young generation will 
pursue the struggle to enhance 
the image of the moderate 
Islamic faith. 

The refurbished nss'qa; 
was originally built by the laic 
King Abdullah, founder of 
ihe Kingdom between 1939 
and 1944. 


King’s participation in Wye 
summit a manifestation of 
Jordan’s key role — Tarawneh 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty Kins Hussein's 
participation in Wye Planta- 
tion meetings between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis 
upon the request of the U.S. 
has its political signifi- 
cance, Indicating the 
importance of Jordan’s role 
in Lhe Middle East region. 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh said Wednesday. 

Speaking at a lunch 
attended bv editors of 
newspapers 1 and senior 
information officials, 
Tarawneh said the King’s 
participation proves the 
Kingdom's reputation in 
handling different issues in 
a balanced manner. 

The prime minister said 
ihe King’s role in this 
respect is a source of pride 
for every Jordanian, Arab 
and Muslim citizen, adding 
that Jordan is committed to 
its principled pan-Arab 
stands. 

Tarawneh reiterated King 
Hussein's key role in sup- 
porting the Palestinian peo- 
ple in regaining their legiti- 
mate righis and ihe eslab- 
lishmeni of their stare on 
their national soil. 

In reply to a question 


about the King's health 
condition, he said the King 
is responding positively to 
the treatment. 

He added that the King 
piloted his own plane from 
the Mayo Clinic to Wash- 
ington where he takes his 
rest, stressing that rhe 
King’s participation in the 
Wye Plantation summit was 
a major proof of his good 
condition. 

According to Taruwneh. 
the King's treatment pro- 
gramme is going on accord- 
ing to plan and under the 
supervision of doctors who 
testify thar he is responding 
very well to the treatment. 

Discussing domestic 
issues, the prime minister 
said although Parliament is 
in recession until the begin- 
ning of December but he 
noted that his meetings 
with deputies and senators 
will continue. 

Tarawneh said the gov- 
ernment has finalised a 
mechanism for national 
dialogue which would be 
conducted through a minis- 
terial committee that has 
drawn up plans for the dia- 
logue with the different 
civic institutions. 


In the coming month 
there will be an in-depth 
dialogue over the budget 
which will be discussed at 
all levels, he said. 

The dialogue will also 
involve the military and 
will cover ;ircas where 
ihese institutions cun con- 
tribute to the development 
of defence resources, he 
said. 

The prime minister said 
dialogue will continue and 
cover all aspects of life with 
the purpose of arriving at 
common ground solutions 
that will satisfy the public. 

Answering a question on 
whether the government 
can take "daring measures" 
if warranted. Taruwneh s:tid 
that that was difficult 
because once governments 
do so they are confronted 
with a fierce opposition. 
But he noted that he had 
secured the King's support 
for such decisions because 
"we live in an exceptional 
stage due to internal and 
external circumstances but 
we have a solid base on 
which we can build and 
achieve further accomplish- 
ments." 


American arms inspector sent home from Iraq for Violating rules’ 

BAGHDAD (R) — The U.N. 

Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) charged with 
disarming Iraq has withdrawn 
an American member of its 
inspection team for violating 
its rules, a U.N. official said 
on Wednesday. 

"UNSCOM decided to send 
him back home on the next 
available flight,” Nils Carl- 
strorru director of the Bagh- 
dad Monitoring and Verifica- 
tion Centre, told Reuters. "He 
bresiking UNSCOM 


was 


because he was using a pri- 
vate camera.” Iraq had on 
Tuesday accused the inspec- 
tor of spying during monitor- 
ing of a weapons site. 

Sudnd Mohammad of the 
Iraqi National Monitoring 
Directorate (IMD). the body 
responsible for liaison with 
UNSCOM, named the man 
as Carl Pflogar and said he 
had taken photos uf an Iraqi 
missile waiftead with his own 
camera, which did not carry a 
U.N. tag. 


Hussain Mohammad Amin, 
the head of the IMD, said 
many of the UNSCOM 
inspectors — notably Britons 
and Americans — were spy- 
ing for the foreign intelli- 
gence services of "hostile” 
states, 

“This incident shows that a 
large number of inspectors are 
not working for the objective 
of implementing U.N. resolu- 
tions but for their [own] pur- 
poses, which are related to 
imelliucnce.” Amin told 


reporters*. 

The inspectors’ job is to ver- 
ify that Iraq has destroyed its 
weapons of mass destruction 
so that international sanctions 
imposed for its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait can be lifted. 

Amin accused the inspec- 
tors of collecting information 
which could be used by “ene- 
mies to hurt Iraq any time 
they warn.” 

“Yesterday an accident took 
place when a Chilean techni- 
cian tried to use his own cam- 


era to photograph some sensi- 
tive equipment. He is not 
authorised to take such pic- 
tures... and when he was 
asked to give up the film and 
camera he accepted.” . 

There are 40 U.N. weapons 
inspectors in Iraq, divided 
into six teams for missile 
sites, chemical, nuclear and 
biological weapons-reluted 
sites, helicopter surveillance 
and export-import control. 

They are backed by 40 sup- 
port staff, as well as 40 


Chilean air force personnel 
maintaining five helicopters. 

Since Aug. 5. when Iraq 
suspended cooperation with 
the LINSCOM's disarmament 
teams, Baghdad has barred 
the U.N. monitors from 
adding any new sites to the 
hundreds they already 
observe. The U.N. Security 
Council has responded by 
freezing its periodic reviews 
of trade sanctions, keeping 
the embargo against Iraq in 
force indefinitely. 


V. _ 
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Terrorism, criminality 
on agenda of Interpol’s 
Cairo conference 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
international police organisa- 
tion, Interpol opens a six-day 
conference here Thursday 
aimed at fine-tuning ahead of 
the next millennium a new 
strategy to fight t error-ism and 
organised crime. 

“The two key topics which 
will be discussed are terrorism 
and organised crime,” Inter- 
pol's Information Chief Serge 
Sabourin told AFP. 

Efforts to crackdown on 
international pedophile rings 
and “the use of new communi- 
cation technology [such as the 
Internet] for illicit behaviour" 
and last week's arrest in Lon- 
don of Chilean ex-dictator 
Augusto Pinochet, with the 
help of InterpoL will also be 
discussed here, be said. 

Egypt the first Arab and 
Middle Eastern country to host 
Interpol's general assembly, is 
calling for an international 
effort to fight terrorism and 


restrain terrorist suspects' free- 
dom of movement 

“Egypt will present at the 
Interpol conference a working 
paper calling for increased 
efforts to contain terrorism,’’ 
Egyptian Interior Minister 
Habib A1 Adly told a press 
conference in Cairo on Mon- 
day. 

“An international effort is 
needed because a country 
alone cannot face these prob- 
lems.” he said. 

Cairo would like to see a 
global agreement to restrict the 
movement of terrorist suspects 
from one country to another, to 
cur off their funds, prevent 
them from seeking haven 
abroad and secure their extra- 
ditions. 

‘Terrorists can move 
unchecked between countries 
and this helps them cany out 
their crimes, thus undermining' 
the effectiveness of the 
international security 


ser- 


vices.” Adly said. 

‘Terrorism can only be elim- 
inated through an international 
agreement and the sanctioning 
of countries drat help and give 
shelter to terrorists." Adly had 
said on Sunday. 

At its 66th general assembly 
held in New Delhi last year, 
Interpol urged the United 
Nations to adopt a universal 
extradition convention to 
strengthen the fight against ter- 
rorism and criminality. 

Egyptian officials said meet- 
ing participants will discuss 
how to set up a data bank on 
terrorism and organised crime, 
and regional Interpol liaison 
offices. 

Delegates will also talk 
about ways to counter drug 
trafficking, antiquities smug- 
gling, contraband, money- 
laundering, fake passports and 
currency as well as rules for 
protecting intellectual property 
rights. 
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ELECTIONS IN IRAN: An I ranian woman in Tehran on Wednesday passes pictures of former President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, who is one of 167 candidates running for election to the Assembly of Experts, a body 
of clerics responsible for electing Iran's supreme leader. A total of 39 million Iranians will be eligible to take in 
October 23 polls (Renters photo) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Greece says Turkey is a ‘troublemaker’ 


ATHENS (AP) — Greece accused Turkey on Wednesday of 
being a “regional troublemaker,” claiming Turkish fighter planes 
violated Greek airspace while Greek forces conducted war 
games. Ankara denied the claim. Turkey “constantly remains the 
regional troublemaker which in a provocative and aggressive 
way disrupts its relations with the European Union and Greece.” 
government spokesman Dimitris Reppas said. According to the 
Greek Air Force. 26 Turkish fighter planes violated Greek 
national airspace on Tuesday, flying as close as two nautical 
miles from tire eastern Aegean islands of Psara. SymL Agios E&- 
tratios and Karpalhos, 


‘Sudan irrigation minister resigns’ 


KHARTOUM (R> — Sudan’s irrigation minister, a leading 
member of die Ansar religious sea linked to the opposition 
Umma Party, has resigned, newspapers reported on Wednesday. 
They said President Omar Hassan Bashir had accepted the res- 
ignation of Irrigation and Water Resources Minister Sharif Al 
TuhamL The Ansar sea provides the main power base fcr the 
Umma Party, headed by former Prime Minister Sadeq Al MahdL 
overthrown in the 1989 military coup that brought Bashir to 
power, 


Saddam in chemotherapy — Israeli TV 


TEL AVIV (AFPl — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein has can- 
cer and is undergoing chemotherapy. Israel's privately-run sec- 
ond television channel said Tuesday. A reporter for die channel 
in Washington to cany the Wye River peace summit citing 
“Arab and Western sources,” saidlsraeli officials would pass on 
■news of Saddam’s illness to U.S. officials. Kuwait's Al Rai Al 
Aam newspaper reported Oct. 7 that French doctors in August 
found the 6 1 -year-old Iraqi leader bad a tumour in his intestinal 
tract and recommeoded he undergo a six-month programme of 
intensive chemotherapy. 


Britain studying defence pact with Bahrain 


MANAMA (R) — Britan is discussing the possibility of sign- 
ing a defence agreement with Bahrain. British Defence Secretary 
George Robertson said in an interview published in a Bahraini 
newspaper on Wednesday. ‘I am very keen to maintain the 
excellent relationship between our armed faces, and we have 
been waiting with Bahrain for some time on agreeing a defence 
cooperation accord," Robertson told the Bahrain Tribune. 


ights — — | | October 23 polls (Kenters photo) ^ 

Denktash proposes non-aggression pact for Cyprus 

AVIf'AOA CUV Tintieii Cnwlr militanr Qnmft -mr! tVnfrrach'c hmhrarau Turh'ch *nv (YirnTTWIf rfiprr OIV! hftttHfSfl ClISGCG 30(1 CVDfUS ! 


ANKARA (JO — Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
has proposed a non-aggression 
pact for Cyprus as Greek and 
Greek Cypriot armed forces 
carried out joint military 
manoeuvres on the island cm 
Wednesday. 

“The two states could make 


a non-aggression agreement 
This is die thing /to do,” 
Turkey's state-run Anatolia 
news agency quoted Denktash 
assaying. 


Greek military aircraft and 
□aval vessels began six days of 
exercises on Tuesday. Around 
10,000 Greek Cypriot troops 
and reservists were also to par- 
ticipate in the annual manoeu- 
vres codenamed “Mkiforos 
98.” 

Denktash accused Greece 
and Cyprus' internationally 
recognised Greek Cypriot gov- 
ernment of s taging the war 
games as a show of aggres- 
sion. Thrfcey alone recognises 


Denktash 's breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot state. 

“They constantly prove in 
such kind of acts they don’t 
want peace, they don't want a 
deal with us,” he said. 

Denktash's comments came 
ahead of talks with UN 
Cyprus envoy Arm Hexcus on 
Wednesday, foe latest in a 
series of diplomats to attempt 
to end tire long-running dis- 
pute over the island Neither 
Denktash nor Hercus made 


any co mm ent after their one 
hour meeting. 

Cyprus has been split into 
rival Turkish and Greek Cypri- 
ot zones since 1974 when 
mainland Turkish troops 
invaded foe northern third of 
the island in response to a mil- 
itary coup backed by Athens- 

Tensions rose on tire island 
earlier in the year when Greek 
military aircraft landed at a 
Greek Cypriot airbase as part 
of a joint defence pact signed 


between Greece and Cyprus in 
1993. 

The nx>ve prompted Turkey 
to send its own aircraft and 
naval vessels to the north of the 
island in a tit-for-tat gesture. 

Tlricey has threatened to 
destroy Russian-made anti-air- 
craft missiles which the Greek 
Cypriots plan to deploy on the 
island. 

Greece has said such an 
attack would be a cause for 


wan 


linkage 
of Jordan, 
Egypt ; 


power 

grids 

complete 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and Egypt have conducted a 
trial linkage of foeir national 
electricity grids with a 400- 
kilovolt underwater ’ cable 
connecting Aqaba and Sinai 

Waddab Nabulsi, director 
general of the National 
Electric Power Company, 
said the two sides hare com- 
pleted the preparations for 
linking their grids and have 
exchanged electric power 
on an experimental basis. 
But be gave no date for full 
operations. 

The Jordanian-Egyptian 
project is part of a larger 
plan that will also include 
the linkage of the power 
grids of Iraq, Syria and 
Turkey, according to Nabul- 
si, who said foe grids of 
these countries will be later 
linked to European grids via 
Turkey. 

According to Nabulsi $90 
millio n supplied as a loan 
from the Arab Fund for Eco- 
nomic and Social Develop- 
ment has been spent chi foe 
project in Jordan. 

He said the grid linkages 
will help these countries 
acquire low cost electric 
power and save money that 
would otherwise be spent on 
additional power stations. 


Qadhafi says British 
spies plotted to kill him 


‘Lockerbie trial could improve U.S. -Libyan ties 


LONDON (R) — Libyan 
President Muaramar Qad- 
hafi said in an interview 
broadcast on Tuesday that 
he had evidence that British 
intelligence agents tried to 
kill him. 

“Yes, yes it happened,” he 
told BBC television. 
“Britain was behind this 
campaign of assassination. 
There is evidence and when 
the time comes we will 
bring this' evidence for- 
ward,” Qadhafi said. 

Claims about a British 
plot to kill the Libyan 
leader by attacking him 
with a hand grenade in 
1996 were first made by a 
renegade former member of 
foe Ml 5 intelligence ser- 
vice. David Shayler. 


Britain has denied any 
attempt to assassinate Qad- 
hafi. 

Shayler, currently in 
prison in Paris, is due in 
court on Wednesday when 
an application for his extra- 
dition to Britain for breach- 
ing the Official Secrets Act 
will be heard. 

In his interview, the 
Libyan leader also 
expressed willingness to 
resolve the conflict over 
how and where to try the 
two Libyans accused of the 
1988 Lockerbie bombing. 

He said the pair were now 
“very happy” to face trial in 
the Netherlands, instead of 
in Scotland or the United 
States. 

“They may be guilty or 


not guilty. That is the job of 
the courts to decide. If they 
are guilty, it is because 
there is revenge between 
individual Libyans and 
America.” 

“We can solve this prob- 
lem very easily. Then the 
families of foe victims will 
be satisfied and get rid of 
this anxious problem” 
Qadhafi said the trial could 
mark an improvement in 
relations with the United 
States. 

“When peace comes 
between the two countries, 
they will shake hands and 
there will be peace between 
the two respective coun- 
tries. After that such acts 
will automatically come to 
an end.” he said. 


U.N. accuses Saddam’s son of 
systematic human rights abuses 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The Iraqi goverantent con- 
tinues to practise systematic 
violations of human rights, 
including illegal amputations 
ordered by a son of President 
Saddam Hussein, a UN. 
repot said Wednesday. 

The report by UN. special 
rapporteur fix human rights 
Max vac der Stoel concluded 
that since last year in Iraq 
“there has been no change 
whatsoever in the politico- 
legal Oder which is the cause 
of systematic violations of 
human rights of all kinds .’* 

He singled out a reported 
case of foe unilateral re imposi- 
tion by Saddam's son Uday of 
amputations, after the govern- 
ment refused to take the pun- 
ishment off the statute books. 

Van der Stoel said that 
according to his information, 
in an Aug. 7 letter. Uday 


.ordered the amputation of foe 
•hands of six members of an 
elite commando unit who used 
their position to rob people. 

An army deserter was also 
reportedly punished in connec- 
tion with foe same case. 

Van der Stoel said that the 
incident demonstrated that 
amputations were used as a 
punishment in Iraq without 
due legal process. 

The incident also showed 
that “there is effectively no rule 
of law in Iraq insofar as Uday 
holds no judicial or similar 
competence and is merely foe 
publisher of a daily newspaper 
and the head of foe Iraqi 
Olympic Committee.'’ 

Van der Stoel also reiterated 
concent about foe assassina- 
tion of two Shia Muslim lead- 
ers in April and June, which 
“constitutes systematic oppres- 
sion in foe- form of an intended 


tarot.” 

He said foe killings, dong 
with prison executions of 62 
persons in June 1998. showed 
the Iraqi government's inten- 
tion “to punish all those who 
were in any way implicated in 
foe uprisings of 1991.” 

The prisoners executed at 
Baghdad’s Abu Ghraib prism 
were charged with taking pat 
in “mob incidents” in March 
1991, when Shia Muslims 
from southern Iraq staged an 
uprising, along with the Kurds 
of northern Iraq, following foe 
end of foe Gulf wan 

The repot also criticised 
Iraq for implementing in a 
“discriminatory and not fully 
equitable or efficient manner" 
an ofl-fcr-food programme 
which is an exemption to foe 
UN. sanctions regime against 
Iraq. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programmes 

15:10 Cartoon — Superman 

15 JO Drama — Sliders 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


16:00 Doc. — Life oi die Digital 


14:31 ‘Asr 

17:01 Maghreb 

18:18 — 'Isha 


The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


17:00 French Programme 

18:15 Sliders — Sparks (Ep3) 

19:00 ±e Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — 

L’oeuf De Colorab 

19i30 News Headlines 

15K35 ..Corned)- —Family Manas 

20HX) The Great Romances 

20:30 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
Medicine Woman 

21:10 Oprah Winfrey 

22100 News in English 


CHURCHES 


WEATHER 


22:30 Feature Sim — True Crime" 
23:59 .Comedy — The Boys 


00£0 End of TX. 


Friday Programme; 

15:10 —.Swiss Family Robinson 

15 JO Treasure Hunt 

16:00 — —French film 


18:15 — .The Simpsons 

19:00..— Le Journal 

19:15 .Trench Programme — 
Alio La Terre 

19i30 News Headlines 

15k35 ...Comedy — The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air 

20:00 — Cinema, Cinema 

2fc30 Babylon-5 

21:10 Doc. - Every Man 

22 KM) News in English 

22-JO .The X Files 

23:10 -The Halifax 


23J9 Tad of TX 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:22 -Fajr 

05:^0 - .(Sunrise) Duha 

U JO Dhuhr 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh,Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
46327S5 

SL Joseph Church TeL 
4624590 

Terra Sanaa Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

A mman Internati onal Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TfeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swa- 
fiehlfeL 5920146 
The Umate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Eng&sh-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Moderate to relative warm 
weather conditions will pre- 
vail during the weekend and 
winds northeasterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it will be relatively 
hot, winds northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 


Dr. Wissam Hzayyim 4748563 

De Mouther Al Qraini —4779959 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahrah 5150312 

Firas pharmacy .5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — .778336 
Al Asema pharmacy... .463 7055 
Naironkh pharmacy -.4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy — 4644945 
Shmdsani pharmacy ..4637660 

Najib pharmacy 5347632 

IRBED: 

De Issam Al Saffii ._J02> 246858 

Al Quds pharmacy _(■ — ) 

ZARQA: 


Radio Joidan .4774111 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority J8 1 56 1 5 

Electric Power Co 46363S 1 

RJ Flight InformariorL.44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport -44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


(02)7301372, i.CC) 7103301 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02) 710283 1, (02) 71020 1 1 

Speciality Hospital 

(02 1 7101898, (02)71031100 

AQABA: . 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03)2014111 


19:15 Abu Dhabi, Al ’Ain (RJ) 

22:00 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

22^5 Lamaca(RJ) 


11:10 ...AT Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
11:15 — Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

11:20 Amster rfam, Oiicagn (RJ) 

11:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 


Other Flights 

07:55 Dubai (EK) 

10:00 .Kuwait iKU) 

12:00 Riyadh (SV) 


12:20 Athens (RJ) 

1225 -London (RJ) 

1935 Lamaca (RJ) 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre far Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 
The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 


Hussein Medical Game 5856856 

Luzmfla 4630195 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
.AIRPORT 


13:10 Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GFl 

14:10 — —.Shariqah (AH) 

14:40 Doha (QR) 


19:45 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

20:15 Cairo (RJ) 

20-.25 Jeddah (RJ) 


21. *00 — lAIju Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
23:30 Kuala Lumpun Jakarta (RJ) 


17:40 — — -Beirut (ME) 

18:00 Paris lAF) 


Amman .........................14/29 

Aqaba -21/32 

Deserts 13/29 

Jordan Valley 21/34 


Du SalahSaffiarini — (09)987565 
Khafifeh pharmacy (09) 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 29, Aqaba 32 
Humidity readings: Amman 
30 per cenL Aqaba 25 per 
cent. 

Following are the highest tem- 
peratures expected today in the 
following areas: 

Ajloun 23 

Jerash 29 

UmQays 29 

Madaba 28 

Petra 28 

Dead Seas ................. 34 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Food Control Centre.. ...46371 31 
Gvil Defence Deportment .56611 II 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Ptfice 192,4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police 4896390 

Public Security DepU-4630321 

Hotel Complaints.... 3605800 

Wee Complaints.- 3661176 

WsTtiSewe^eCbrrplarts 4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) .121 


Khalidi Maiemity-....464428I/6 
Akileh Maternity — 4642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. .-..4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani —.5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital .—5353444 
Al-Muasber Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdaii -5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreai —4777101/3 
Al-Basbir. 4775111/26 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified 
Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


19:25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:00 Cairo (MS) 

20:10 Ion don (BA) 

22:20 Istanbul (TK) 


Other Flights 

05:15 .Istanbul (TK) 


22:35 J-amaca (CY > 

23:05 Moscow (SU) 


0fc50 - Frankfurt (LH) 

07:20 London (BA) 

08:55 Dubai (EK) 


00:15 -Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 

0>-20 Tunis HIT) 

04:20 Amalia mo 


08:55 .—Damascus. Dubai (RJ) 

13:00 .Kuwait (KU) 

13:30 Riyadh (SV) 

14:00 Abu Dhabi <GF) 


ARRIVALS 


Array. Marka 48916U/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital .5674155 

ZARQA: 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dt Monte 1 Al Khali) 


Overseas Calls .0132 

Carnal Amman Telephone Repairs 
4623101 


>160868 


Abdaii TeL Repairs—.^66110l 
Jordan Television -...-.47731 1 1 


Zarqa 

Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 
too)oms<tf) 

Ibn Sina Hospital,.,- (09)98673 1 
Al Hflana Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBED: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Roman 

Catholic Hospital 
(02)27^75 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08JS -Sanaa (RJ) 

08:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:00 —...Bombay CRT) 


(Kh05 — JDhabran, Riyadh (RJ) 
0925 Beirut (RJ) 


09:40 — Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 
09:40 — Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10:00 Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 Beirut (add) (RJ) 


14:55 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
16:30 —London (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
0920 Aqaba (arriving at QA1A 
and proceeding to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 

Airport on Thursday and Friday) 
(RW) 

19:20 .Tel Aviv (arriving 

atQAIA on Friday only), 

(RW) 

21:35 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA cm Thursday only) (RW) 
22:25 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 


15:00 — Annahah, Algigys 'fAH) 

15:30 .... Doba(QR) 

19i00 .Beirut (ME) 

20:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:00 Criro (MS) 

0030 Moscow (SU) 


01:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

04^1 .Beirut, Tunis (TLf) 


16:50 Milan, Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

17:45 JKuwaitTRJ) 


departures 


Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 


18:10 -Athens (RJ) 

18:25 Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:45 Beirut (RJ) 


09:00 -Aqaba, Beirut (add) (RJ) 


Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

08*30 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port on Thursday and Friday) 
(RW) 

19:45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA. - " 
on Thursday only) (RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (from QAIA) - 
CRW) 
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HJRH Crown Prince Hassan. tho Dpn 0n > ., . ... . . 

bolstering Jordanlan-IraniTi relatS OPhoto^ VfS,tJDS lnUlian AgricuIture Mtateer I*» Kalantari on 

Regent receives Iranian agriculture minister 


iddam s soul 
in rights abis 


AMMAN (Petra) — - His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Wednesday met with visit- 
ing Iranian Agriculture 
Minister Issa Kalantari, 
who delivered a verbal 
message from Iranian Pres- 
ident Mohammad Khatami. 

At the meeting. Prince 
Hassan said Jordan is seek- 
ing to promote cooperation 
among Muslim countries 
on the basis of mutual 
respect 

.Kalantari said Iran under- 
■ stands and respects Jor- 
dan's political stand. He 
expressed his country's 
desire to promote ties with 
Jordan. The Iranian minis- 
ter also wished His Majesty 
King Hussein a quick 
recovery. 

Royal Court' Chief Jawad 


Anani, Minister of Agricul- 
ture 'Mijhem Khreisha and 
Iran s ambassador to Jordan 
were present at the meeting. 

A 1 so Wednesday, 

Khreisha and Kniamari 
opened talks on promoting 
bilateral cooperation in 
agricultural fields. 

Following the meeting, 
Khreisha said discussions 
with his Iranian counterpart 
also focused on the 
exchange of expertise in the 
production of olive tree 
saplings and palm trees. 

Jordan will supply 

150.000 olive saplings io 
Iran, which in turn will pro- 
vide the Kingdom with 

20.000 palm tree saplings 
and expertise in growing 
pistachio trees, he said. 

The Iranian delegation is 
scheduled to visit pharma- 


ceutical and veterinary fac- 
tories in Zarqu and Mufraq 
as well us pltosphutc and 
fertiliser plants to study the 
prospect of increasing 
Iran’s imports of these 
products from Jordan, 
according to the minister. 

For his part, Kalantari 
said Iran has invested heav- 
ily in agricultural produc- 
tion and land reclamation 
over the past 10 years. He 
added that Iran is keen on 
benefiting from Jordan's 
experience in growing olive 
trees and providing the 
Kingdom with expertise in 
growing palm trees for 
dates. 

Iran plans to grow olive 
trees on one million 
hectares and hopes to bene- 
fit from Jordan’s experi- 
ence in this field, he said. 


According to the Iranian 
minister, agriculture 

accounts lor 26 per cent of 
Iran's national production, 
employing nearly 24 per 
cent of the workforce. In 
contrast, he said, oil pro- 
duction accounts for 17 per 
cent of the nutiona! econo- 
my. 

Iran is seeking to pur- 
chase its needs of phos- 
phate. potash and fertilisers 
from Jordan, said Kalantari. 

He also said Iran is ready 
to provide fish to the Jor- 
danian market and send a 
team of experts to help Jor- 
dan expand fresh-water fish 
breeding. 

Jordan has agreed to 
study the prospect of buy- 
ing Iranian farm machinery 
and to initiate joint ventures 
with Iranian businesses. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent receives Sandi minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, on Wednesday received Saudi Awqaf Minister 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Muhsen Turid. The Regent and the Saudi 
minister reviewed bilateral cooperation between Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia in Islamic affaire and die efforts of both govern- 
ments to present the true image of Islam and its teachings. Turid 
conveyed greetings from King Fahd, Crown Prince Abdullah 


Ben Abdul Aziz and other senior Saudi officials and their wishes 
for IBs Majesty King Hussein’s quick recovery. Also Wednes- 
day, Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh met with Turin and dis- 
cussed bilateral cooperation. Attending the meeting was Minister 
1 of Awqaf Abdul Salam AbbadL 

British envoy meds with NHF director 

AMMAN (J.T.) — British Ambassador to Jordan Christopher 
Battiscombe on Wednesday risited the Noor A1 Hussein Foun- 
dation, where he was briefed by its executive (Erector, Sima 
Bahous, on the role of the foundation in Jordan’s development 
process, an NHF statement said. Battiscombe and Bahous also 
discussed means of cooperation between the British embassy and 
the NHF. Bahous stressed the role that NGOs are playing in the 
wrio-ecooomic process in Jordan and the importance of forging 
strong partnerships between the government, NGOs, donors and 
communities to achieve sustainable development. 

Peace Corps volunteers sworn in 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The second group of US. Peace Corps vol- 
unteers to serve in Jordan was sworn in Wednesday at a aMmo- 
ny held in Madaba, a U.S. embassy statement said. U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Jordan William Bums, Minister of Soa^De^opmeM 
M ohammad Kheir Mamsar, Madaba Governor Nash aiMujati 
and the (Erector of die Peare Corps in Jordan. Lany Bartien, 
attended the swearing-in ceremony of 36 wJiiums 
spend two years in the country woriong with their Jordanian 
cxxmteipaits in rural and provincial communities. 

Drugs department announces Oct figures 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Anti-Narcotics 

nearly 1 00 grammes of hashish, 100 

tap of inmteTof pills so far 

said Wednesday. Brigadier Nazih ^‘^J^^ted 

meat, added to “officere have ^ 

totalling 34,320 Bahrain dinars, SSctosin 

stressed the importance ot fi&nng dn« CK^gm 

the country and said “citizens’ coo P e | a ?^ 1 foaam help the 
mation is one of the most important factors to can help me 

department fight this phenomenon. 


Jordan begins 
programmes to 
upgrade standards 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
embarked on several compre- 
hensive and integrated pro- 
grammes to help its industry, 
notably the phamracutical 
sector, meet international reg- 
istration and export standards. 

The first of such pro- 
grammes is currently being 
held at the Jordan Export 
Development and Commer- 
cial Centres Corporation 
(JEDCO) and was organised 
by the Jordanian Association 
of Manufacturers of Pharma- 
ceuticals and Medical Appli- 
ances with the support of the 
Swedish government 

“The aim is to train spe- 
cialised personnel from the 
pharmaceutical, clinical trial 
and health fields in the regis- 
tration file standards neces- 
sary for generic pharmaceuti- 
cal products,” said Maher 
Matalka. the association’s sec- 
retary general. 

In order to export medicine 
to Europe, products must be 
registered and have a register 
file. This includes clinical 
studies (bioequivalcnce), 
which determine if the level 
of the generic product in the 
blood is equivalent to the level 
found from the original medi- 
cine. 

“The pharmaceutical indus- 
try here is competent in man- 
ufacturing drugs. but 
//»<*marionaJ regulations 
demand quality standards of 
documentation regarding clin- 
ical trials, which is not folly 


implemented in Jordan,” said 
Bertil Karimark, a pharma- 
ceutical consultant participat- 
ing in the programme. 

Experts remain optimistic 
and believe it is only a matter 
of time until Jordan is able to 
overcome challenges set by 
the country’s accession bid to 
the World Trade Organization 
and the Euro-Jordanian Asso- 
ciation Agreement. 

However, officials warn of 
the “harmful consequences” 
of waiving the 10-year grace 
period allocated to Jordan to 
meet the standards of the 
Euro- Jordanian Association 
Agreement 

Matalka told the Jordan 
Times that “upon implement- 
ing tire Euro-Jordanian Asso- 
ciation Agreement tire current 
pharmaceutical marketing 
structure will be undermined, 
affecting the soles of generic 
products.” 

Jordan therefore is pushing 
for the foil 10-year grace peri- 
od to adapt train and upgrade 
its second largest industry. 

A series of six workshops 
will follow this one over a 
period of two years, during 
which Jordan will prepare to 
meet regulations set by the 
European Union and the 
WTO. 

Inspection of Jordanian 
pharmaceutical manufactur- 
ing plants will commence 
next month for a period of two 
years. This auditing will 
assess existing facilities and 
examine documentation 
according to set standards. 


Press association declines to 
review case against newspaper 

1 Decision should not be used to judge JPA-PPD cooperation’ 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — A promising 
experiment in coordination 
between the Jordan Press 
Association and the Press 
and Publication Depart- 
ment seems to have been 
knocked off course by a 
technicality, but a JPA offi- 
cial said it should not be 
regarded as a precedent. 

“This is not a good case 
by which to judge four 
cooperation with the gov- 
ernment],” said JPA Presi- 
dent Seif Sherif. after the 
JPA ruled that H ted no 
jwwJjetKMj to review u 
weekly newspaper's 

alleged violation of the 
1998 Press and Pub'ications 
Law as requested by the 
PPD in lieu of sending the 
case to court. 

According to JPA sources, 
ihe weekly Arabic newspa- 
per Al Mithaq apparently 
went to press without hav- 
ing a responsible editor on 
board. According to the law. 
each newspaper must have 


a "“responsible editor" who 
should have eight years' 
experience and be a mem- 
ber in the JPA. 

Strict retirements mean 
that the pool from which 
newspapers can select their 
responsible editors is limn- 
ed, so many newspapers 
haw hired both a responsi- 
ble editor, who may or may 
not be involved in the day 
to day dealings of the publi- 
cation but is ultimately 
responsible for the paper 
before the public, govern- 
ment and courts, and a chief 
editor who sets foe editorial 
policy of (he paper and 
takes most editorial deci- 
sions. 

According to Sherif, the 
JPA council determined that 
as the responsible editor 
had resigned before the last 
issue was published, and as 
the chief editor was not a 
member of foe JPA, the 
association had no jurisdic- 
tion to review- the case or 
act on it. 

‘Therefore, we thought it 


was better to ask foe [PPD] 
to scnJe this issue itself with 
[foe paper in question].'* 
Sherif said. “Had it been a 
violation of moral or ethical 
aspects by a JPA member, 
we would have felt more 
comfortable with it. But this 
really is not a good case by 
which to judge coopera- 
tion.” 

The JPA leadership had 
requested that foe PPD for- 
ward all cases to foe associ- 
ation before sending jour- 
nalists and editors to court, 
and foe PPD agreed to refer 
cases against journalists 
who violate provisions of 
the law to ihe JPA discipli- 
nary' committee for investi- 
gation and, if necessary, 
censure and punishment. 
The decision was taken as 
pan of a rapprochement 
with the press initiated with 
the appointment of Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh’s 
government. 

“We are very strongly 
encouraging the PPD to 
send such cases to us, and 


[yesterday’s] decision 
should not be interpreted as 
an unwillingness to cooper- 
ate on these issues.” Sherif 
said. That foe PPD 
referred this to us first was 
encouraging.” 

Al Mithaq. however, still 
has a violation pending 
against it, but Sherif said he 
doubted that the PPD would 
send the case to court. 

"No one wants to escalate 
things." he said. “But this is 
a way of pointing out to foe 
newspaper and foe associa- 
tion that things in (Al 
Mithaq] are not quite in 
Older. ’’ 

PPD Director had Qauan 
yesterday said that although 
the JPA was unable to 
review the case, “we want 
journalists to see that there 
is action and coordination." 

“The | PPD] will continue 
to refer cases that involve 
professional standards to 
foe JPA," he said. “But foe 
PPD does not intend to take 
any further action on this 
particular matter.” 


Opposition parties prepare 
memorandum to government 
on national dialogue’s direction 


By Francesca Clriaci 

AMMAN — The Higher 
Committee for Coordina- 
tion Among the Opposition 
Parties is drafting a memo- 
randum to Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh on foe 
national dialogue between 
(he government and civil 
society institutions, opposi- 
tion sources said Wednes- 
day. 

In the document, the com- 
mittee,. grouping Jordan’s 
13 bppokiuori parries, will 
stress that foe dialogue 
must have no pre-condi- 
tions and must touch on all 
national issues, from nor- 
malisation of ties with 
Israel to foe press and elec- 
tions laws. 

‘The memorandum will 
express our view that foe 
country is facing a serious 
economic, social and politi- 
cal crisis resulting from a 
rushed privatisation policy, 
a widening rift between 
government policies and 
foe people's needs and aspi- 
rations, as well as a low 
ceiling of public free- 
doms,” said Salem Nahhas. 
head of the leftist Hashd 
party- 

“One of foe main points 


will be that the opposition 
parties are determined to 
take part in foe dialogue as 
a whole, represented by the 
Higher Commiuee, and not 
separately,” he added. 

Another Higher Commit- 
tee source Wednesday said 
foe memorandum will be 
made public at a press con- 
ference “in a matter of 
days." 

The Tarawneh govem- 
m&it, sworn in on Aug. 20, 
wa$ entrusted by .His 
$&Je& 3 ?‘klng Htissdn frith' 
foe task of resuming politi- 
cal discourse with the 
opposition, interrupted 

since foe general boycott of 
last November’s parliamen- 
tary elections. 

After a series of meetings 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
held this summer with 
politicians of all shades and 
social and economic per- 
sonalities, Tarawneh 

formed an “ad hoc" com- 
mittee in charge of main- 
taining foe momentum of 
foe dialogue. 

The government commit- 
tee, headed by Tarawneh 
and including seven minis- 
ters, was initially criticised 
by the Islamist-led opposi- 


tion and foe country's 13 
syndicates, which per- 
ceived foe move as a gov- 
ernment attempt to dictate 
foe terms of political debate 
in the country's troubled 
democrausation. 

Tire opposition thought it 
found confirmation to its 
fears when earlier this week 
Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi said foe elections and 
press laws were excluded 
from foe dialogue’s agenda. 

• •.Reassurances, however; 
came from foe premier 
himself, who told foe coun- 
cil of presidents of the pro- 
fessional associations on 
Sunday that the dialogue 
would be open and that 
Qadi’s statement had been 
misunderstood. 

Both sides described the 
meeting, foe first episode of 
foe dialogue, as successful. 

Information Minister 
Nasser Judeh reiterated at a 
regular press briefing on 
Tuesday that there would 
be no pre-conditions to foe 
dialogue sought by foe gov- 
ernment. 

The government dialogue 
committee and political 
party leaders are expected 
to meet as early as next 
week, sources said. 



INTERNET UNIT OPENS AT UNIVERSITY: University of Jordan President Waiid 
Maani on Wednesday opens the new Internet unit at the Student Affairs depart- 
ment The unit consists of 30 computers (University of Jordan photo) 
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what’s 


PLAY 

: * Molifire's “George Dandm" at 
the Royal Culture Centre on Sunday 
Oct 25 al &00 p-m. 

FILMS 

* Spanish film “JarrapeDejos" 
(based on the novel of Ftiipe Trigo) 
at Institute C&vactes, Jabs) Amman 
(a Thursday at 5:00 pm. (Tel. 
4610858). 

* "The firm” at the American 

Centre, AbdounonlhursdayatSflO 

pm. 




PALESITNIAN HERJX4GE WEEK 
+ Song festival a the Profiassional 
Associations Complex on Thursday 
and Friday (&00 pm.-8K)0 pm). 
LECTURE 

* “Islamic Ait in Terms of Cbn- 

jgropofaiy criticism" by 
^J^aiDaraiAlFun,J aba]Weib ' 
deh on Thursday 
CONCERT 

« Musiol perfonnra *^ by Batly 

nmSdunfeyOttMaroOP”- 
EXBiBrnONS 


* Goya's Coprichos paintings at 
Institute Cervantes, Jabol Amman 
(TeL 4610858). until Oa 23. 

* “Calligraphy rat Crafts" at the 
Jordan Gaft Centre (Al Aydi), Jabal 
Amman (TeL 4644555). until Octo- 
ber 31. 

* Works by Lamia Jamal at the 
French Cultural Centre, Jabal Wab- 
deh. until OcC 26. 

* Art of Arab calligraphy by Nas- 
sar Mansour at the Jordan National 
Gallery of Fine Arts (IfeL 4630128). 
until Oct 23. 


Jordan-Yemen joint committee to meet next week 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Higher Joint 
Jottianian- Yemeni Committee next week 
will meet in Amman to discuss and sign 
several agreements to implement a num- 
ber of economic, agricultural, educational 
and other projects as part of a cooperation 
protocol between the two countries. 

The upcoming meetings, to be headed 
by Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh and 
Yemeni Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Iryani, will include the signing of a S10 
milli on trade agreement between foe Jor- 
dan Export Development and Commer- 
cial Centres Organisation and the Yemen 


General Corporation for Trade. 

The meetings will also include dis- 
cussing the possibility of setting up a free 
trade zone between the two countries, a 
mechanism to implement a technical 
cooperation protocol signed by Joidan and 
Yemen, activating the Joidan Tfcade Cen- 
tre's role in Yemen and promoting joint 
mvesttnem projects, as well as exchanging 
experiences in a number of areas. 

The camninee will lode into possibili- 
ties of exchanging economic experience 
and information to help develop Jordanian 
and Yemeni standards qualifications. 


Jordan’s exports to Yemen in foe past 
seven months were estimated at JD13.3, 
while imports were estimated at JD5 mil- 
lion. 

In agriculture, the commiuee will set an 
a genda to organise the exchange of agri- 
cultural products between the two coun- 
tries. 

In the field of higher education, the com- 
mittee is expected to sign an agreement to 
set up a joint educational and scientific 
programme for the next two years. It will 
also discuss exchanging visits by educa- 
tional delegations. 


‘Mobile 

phone 

satellite 

service 

may be 

available 

next year’ 

By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Jordan’s only 
cell phone service provider 
may begin offering- mobile 
phone satellite services as 
early as foe first quarter of 
next year, a spokesperson for 
Jordan Mobile Telephone 
Services (Fasdink) said yes- 
terday. 

“[Fastlink] signed an agree- 
ment in September as the 
Iridium service provider; and 
along with this we signed 
roaming agreements," said 
Jumana TwaL Fastlink public 
relations manager. ‘This will 
allow us to provide service in 
areas that the GSM network 
can’t cover.” 

Iridium is a low-earth orbir- 
ing system of 66 satellites 
that act like cellular lowers in 
the sky. providing links to 
wireless phones. They are in 
orbit at a modest 780 km 
above earth — some satel- 
lites orbit at a distance of 
36,000 km 

Fastlink has a nationwide 
GSM network, but reception 
is inconsistent or non-existem 
in some remote or low-lying 
areas. A satellite would allow 
signals to reach virtually any 
area of the Kingdom since 
the link is a vertical one 
rather than a horizontal one, 
which must travel between 
base stations and is suscepti- 
ble to interference. The com- 
pany expects to have 160 
operational base stations 
throughout the country by foe 
end of this year, accenting to 
its annual report. 

The agreement between 
Iridium and Fastlink also 
includes roaming service, 
which means that subscribers 
can use their phone number 
anywhere in the world. But 
the government has estimat- 
ed that the Irak won’t come 
cheaply, costing dtree to five 
dollars a minute. 

The service also requires a 
special handset, which is not 
yet commercially available in 
Jordan, that will be able to 
access both the Iridium satel- 
lite link and the local GSM 
network. Twal said Fastlink 
was negotiating with Iridium 
for a resell agreement on Irid- 
ium handsets. 

Twal added to the infra- 
structure is already in place to 
launch the service, but its 
availability depends on a 
negotiated deal for the hand- 
set as well as an agreement 
wifo the Telecommunications 
Regulatory Commission oa 
tariffs for the allocation of 
frequencies. 
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Korean talks 


start after 


7-month break 


GENEVA (AFP) — South 
and North Korea began 
talks Wednesday aimed at 
establishing permanent 
peace on the Korean penin- 
sula amid concerns that the 
issue of U.S. troop with- 
drawal would again hurt 
negotiations. 

“As expected. North 
Korea demanded the with- 
drawal of U.S. troops in 
South Korea and also called 
for a peace agreement 
between Washington and 
Pyongyang.” a South 
Korean official here said. 

He made the remarks 
after delegates of South and 
North Korea, the United 
States and China ended 
Wednesday's morning ses- 
sion for lunch. 

A spokesman for the U.S. 
delegation said the morning 
session was “productive 
and straightforward.” 

“It was useful to review 
the positions (of each 
side).'’ he said. 

The peace talks are aimed 
at replacing an armistice 
that technically ended the 
1950-53 Korean war with a* 
permanent peace mecha- 
nism. 

South Korea's chief dele- 
gate. Park Kun-Woo, said 
in opening remarks that 
Seoul hoped to “adopt an 
agreement among the four 


parties on specific aspects 
of composition and opera- 
tion of the subcommittees.” 

South Korea and the 
United States are hoping 
the North Koreans will 
agree to the establishment 
of two subcommittees — 
one on a peace regime and 
the other on reduction of 
tension. 

“Setting up two commit- 
tees likewise will allow us 
to conduct simultaneous 
discussion on the establish- 
ment of peace regime and 
tension reductions.” Park 
said. 

He said it was also impor- 
tant that South and North 
Korea discuss military con- 
fidence-building measures, 
since “mutual distrust 
resulting in hostile con- 
frontation” resulted in esca- 
lating tensions on the 
Korean peninsula. 

‘Therefore, on the 
Korean peninsula where 
tension persisted for more 
than half a century in mutu- 
al distrust and confronta- 
tion, fostering military con- 
fidence between the parties 
directly concerned is cru- 
cial in order to make 
smooth progress in building 
a peace regime,” Park said. 

Park said among some of 
the ways to reduce tension 
was the “installation and 


Scientists use 
neutron beams 
on brain tumours 


LONDON (R) — British sci- 
entists are working on a radical 
new treatment for brain cancer 
that destroys the cancerous 
cells with neutron beams, they 
said Wednesday. 

Boron neutron capture thera- 
py (BNCT) is already being 
tested on patients in the United 
States but it is only available at 
nuclear reactor sites where ibe 
beams can be safely generated. 

British scientists are testing 
new compounds and are plan- 
ning to set up die world's first 
non-reactor BNCT site so can- 
cer patients can be treated in 
clinics. 

“What we’re creating here is 
a unique type of cancer treat- 
ment,” Professor Derek 
Beynon, of the University of 
Birmingham, said in a state- 
ment 

“We are building on technol- 
ogy which has already been 
tried and tested — but we hope 
our more sophisticated 
approach will help make this 
treatment a reality for brain 
patients in the UK.” 

Brain tumours are one of the 
most difficult cancers to treat 
and survival rates are very 
poor. The research is being car- 
ried out on malignant gliomas, 
the most common brain cancer, 
which is resistant to standard 


cancer treatments. 

BNCT uses neutron beams 
from a nuclear reactor to 
destroy cancerous cells while 
leaving healthy cells alone. 
Patients are injected with a 
boron compound that accumu- 
lates in the brain tumour. A 


beam of low energy neutrons 
are fired at the tumour where 
they react with the compound 
to produce cancer-kiDing 
nuclear particles. 

Dc Gerard Moms, of the 
University of Oxford, is trying 
to improve the targeting cora- 
' pound to make the treatment 
more effective. 

“Once we have optimised the 
dose of the compound and our 
colleagues in Birmingham 
have perfected the strength of 
the beam we could be looking 
at treating patients in one hit 
rather than a long course of 
radiation.” Morris said. 

The new treatment would be 
less traumatic and have fewer 
side effects. If all goes well the 
British scientists said trials 
could start within two years. 

“An international chase is 
now on to make this new 
approach to BNCT available 
for brain cancer patients and 
this current research is helping 
to put the UK in pole position.” 
said Gordon Me Vie. the head 
of the Cancer Research 
Campaign which is funding the 
research. 

In addition to fee U.S. trials 
on BNCT, European scientists 
are planning to test the tech- 
nique on 40 patients in Austria, 
France, Germany. tbe 
Netherlands and Switzerland. 

Tbe first phase of the trial to 
determine the optimum level of 
irradiation is expected to last 
three years. It is being conduct- 
ed by the European 
Organisation for Research and 
Treatment of Cancer. 


Popular Dutch poet 
Vasalis is dead at 89 


AMSTERDAM. Netherlands 
(AP) — Dutch poet Vasalis, 
whose lucid style and poignant 
commentary on everyday life 
made her one of fee 
Netherlands' most popular 
poets, has died. She was 89. 

Vasalis. whose real name was 
Matgaretha Drocgleever 
Fortuyn-Leenmans, died Oct 
16 in her hometown of Roden 
in the northern Netherlands, a 
spokeswoman for her publisher 
Van Oorschot said Wednesday. 

The cause of death was not 
disclosed, said spokeswoman 
Gamma Nefkens. Vasalis’ 
work comprises about 100 
poems depicting the endeav- 
oursand emotions of everyday 
life such as pain, grief. love and 
death. Among her books are 
“parks and Deserts.” published 


in 1940, and “The Bird 
Phoenix" in 1947. 

“Her poems are not very dif- 
ficult to understand. She didn't 
use difficult words." Nefloeas 
said. 

“That direct, that instant 
understanding and poignancy 
is a quality of Vasdis' verses 
which characterise most of tbe 
poems in her three collections," 
the daily De Vblkskrant wrote 
in a tribute. 

Some of her poems also have 
been translated into English 
and published in literary maga- 
zines. In 1982, she won the P.C. 
Hooft Prize, the Netherlands’ 
top literary award. She was 
buried Tuesday in Amstdveen, 
a town just outside Amsterdam. 
Family details were not 
released. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 



North Korean Vice Minister Kim Gye Gwan, (J-S. Ambassador and States Department's envoy for Korea Charles 
K a st ma n. Chinese Ambassador Qian Yongnian and South Korean ambassador Park Kun-Woo (from L to R) smile 
as they pose for photographers in Geneva. A fresh round of talks to try to end a stalemate in the Korean peace 
process opened Wednesday as the South Korean chairman said he would work hard to make progress in the inter- 
ests of regional stability (Reuters photo) 


operation of hotline 
between military authori- 
ties.” 

The substance of the other 
delegates' opening remarks 
was not immediately 
known. 

But Li Gun. the 
spokesman for the North 
Korean delegation, told 
AFP before the start of the 
talks that Pyongyang would 
bring up the issue of a U.S. 
troop withdrawal from 
South Korea. 


“As we have said many 
times. U.S. troops must be 
withdrawn for there to be 
any progress in the talks ” 
said Li. 

Wednesday’s meetings 
are being held one week 
before more than 85.000 
U.S. and South Korean 
troops are to hold the 
biggest war games in six 
years. 

Pyongyang has sl amm ed 
the joint annual Foal- Eagle 
exercises, aimed at prepar- 


ing troops, including the 
37,000 U.S. soldiers in 
South Korea, to meet a 
potential attack by North 
Korea. 

Calling it a “rehearsal” 
for an all-out war. North 
Korea said the war games 
were a sign tbe United 
States was not serious 
about the peace talks, 
which it called “a smoke- 


down after North Korea 
insisted the U.S. troop 
withdrawal issue be dis- 
cussed as the main agenda 
during tbe talks. 

North Korea insist on a 


screen. 

The last round of talks, 
held in March, also broke 


separate peace agreement 
with the United States, the 
prime component of the 
United Nations forces 

which defended South 
Korea against an attack by 
the North in 1950. 

The conflict ended in an 
uneasy armistice in 1953. 


Blair stands firm over Pinochet 


as Chile ups pressure 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
Premier Tony Blair insisted 
Wednesday that his govern- 
ment would not interfere in 
legal action against Augusto 
Pinochet, as Chile mounted 
renewed pressure for the 
former dictator's release. 

As the diplomatic row 
over Pinochet’s arrest rum- 
bled on. Blair said in an 
interview in London with 
several European newspa- 
pers that the legal process 
would be allowed to run its 


course. 

He said the arrest was not 
a government decision but 
was a matter for the judicial 
systems of Britain and 
Spain. 

The rules would apply no 
matter who was involved, 
Blair added, saying that 
when Home Secretary Jack 
Straw made a ruling on any 
extradition, it would be as a 
judge looking at the facts 
and not as a politician. 

Meanwhile Chilean gov- 
ernment envoy Santiago 
Benadava and its ambas- 
sador to London, Mario 
Artaza, met senior Foreign 
Office director Peter 
Westmacotr to press for 
Pinochet’s release. 


However the Foreign 
Office stuck to its earlier 
stated line. 

“Peter Westmacott repeat- 
ed that Senator Pinochet’s 
diplomatic passport did not 
confer diplomatic immunity 
on him, and that the case 
against Senator Pinochet 
had been judged on the law 
alone,” a spokesman said. 

It was the same message 
given to Artaza when he 
met Westmacott Monday 
and delivered an official 
protest from his govern- 
ment. 

Pinochet, 82, was arrested 
Friday at a private London 
clinic on a request by two 
Spanish judges who want to 
question him over allega- 
tions of genocide and tor- 
ture during his 1973-1990 
dictatorship. 

Chile insists Pinochet has 
immunity as he was travel- 
ling on a diplomatic pass- 
port as a life senator, but 
Britain says immunity does 
not apply in this case. 

Separately, pressure grew 
from human rights and 
Chilean exiles' groups ro 
bring Pinochet to court here 
if tbe Spanish court action 
falls through. 


A human rights group of 
British deputies Wednesday 
backed calls for him to be 
investigated with a view to 
prosecution in this country. 

Ann Clwyd. who chairs 
the group, wrote to the 
attorney general saying she 
hoped Pinochet would be 
extradited, but if that failed, 
British authorities should 
consider prosecuting him. 

“We should seize this 
chance to bring to justice 
one of the most evil dicta- 
tors alive.” Clwyd said. 

Tuesday, human rights 
pressure group Amnesty 
International said it had 
written to police calling for 
an urgent inquiry. 

It argued that a case could 
be made in Britain under a 
1988 law allowing prosecu- 
tion for torture even if it 
took place in another coun- 
try. 

Police confirmed 

Wednesday that they had 
received a letter from 
Amnesty, but refused to dis- 
cuss its contents. 

However a spokesman 
said that “if a complaint bad 
been received, we would be 
duty-bound to investigate, 
especially a complaint of 


this narnre.” 

A Chilean exiles' group is 
also considering whether to 
launch a private prosecu- 
tion. 

For now Pinochet remains 
under guard in hospital, 
where he is recovering after 
a back operation. 

Spain has 40 days from 
his arrest to request his 
extradition, which would 
have to be approved by its 
government. 

According to a document 
sent to London by the lead 
judge investigating 

Pinochet, victims of his 
regime were not only 
Chilean citizens, but people 
from Spain. Argentina, the 
United States and Britain. 

Judge Baltasar Garzon 
lists 94 people of various 
nationalities who were vic- 
tims of genocide, terrorism 
and torture during his dicta- 
torship. 

He accuses Pinochet of 
breaching several interna- 
tional accords, including the 
194S UJ4. convention on 
genocide, saying that under 
such charges, Pinochet has 
no recourse to diplomatic 
immunity and cannot seek 
political asylum. 


Trio to retrace Scott’s fatal 


footsteps to South Pole 


MELBOURNE, 

Australia (AFP) — A trio 
of adventurers will 
retrace the footsteps of 
polar explorer Robert 
Scott 87 years after his 
historic and fatal expedi- 
tion to the South Pole 
and back. 

Eric Philips, Peter 
Hillary and Jon Muir 
will ski or ski-sail across 
2,804 kilometres of the 
most inhospitable and 
remote terrain on Earth. 

Organisers said it was 
the first trek of its kind 
in which adventurers 
would follow exactly in 
the steps of the 1910- 
1912 expedition. 

The team leaves for 
Scott Base in Antarctica 
on Oct- 26, with the aim 
of reaching the Pole on 
Christmas Day, Dec. 25). 

Scott and his team of 
four arrived at the South 
Pole on Jan. 17, 1912, 
only to find Norwegian 


explorer Roald 

Amundsen had been 
there weeks before. 

On the return journey 
they were hampered by 
illness and heavy bliz- 
zards, eventually dying 
of hunger and cold just 
18 kilometres from a sap- 
ply depot. 

One team member, 
Lawrence Oates, worried 
his lameness, caused by 
frostbite, might further 
delay the already strug- 
gling expedition, walked 
out of his tent into the 
blizzard to die. His gal- 
lantry failed to save the 
others. 

Philips, Hillary and 
Muir admit their journey 
will be easier. For a start, 
they will have a mobile 
satellite phone to keep in 
touch with the world, 
and specially designed 
sleds that are lighter, 
stronger and more flexi- 
ble than the usual fibre- 


glass sleds. 

Special steerable kites 
attached to tbe sled to 
harness wind will also 
ease their journey. 

But like the Scott expe- 
dition, the men will 
“manhaul” their gear — 
there will be no dogs on 
the trek with each man 
personally towing 150 
kilogrammes of food, 
fuel and equipment 

And there will be no 
outside help, such as heli- 
copter food drops, that 
have occurred on recent 
expeditions. 

Hillary, whose father 
Sir Edmund was the first 
man to climb Mount 
Everest in 1953, said 
Antarctica was the 
“heart and lungs of the 
planet” and the expedi- 
tion would help promote 
environmental aware- 
ness about the region. 

He said the ability to 
communicate with the 


outside world would 
have its own challenges, 
particularly if the team 
was ‘‘physically and psy- 
chologically shattered”. 

“We will feel serious 
fear, will feel terrible 
boredom but also incred- 
ible elation by this jour- 
ney. It's part of the expe- 
rience,” he told a news 
conference Wednesday. 

Muir, whose wife 
Brigitte recently became 
the first woman to con- 
quer Everest, described 
himself as a man of 
action rather than words, 
and said he was looking 
forward to seeing how he 
would cope with the 
mobile phone. 

“One of the things that 
I enjoy about expeditions 
is the solitude,” he said. 
“I've spent months with- 
out talking to anyone and 
without any communica- 
tion systems. It's a real 
inward journey,” he said. 


France won’t recognise euros 
with Pope on them; EU to rule 


PARIS (AP) — Ranee is refusing to recognise euro coins the - 
Vatican is stamping with Pope John Paul H on th em, on t he 
grounds of separation between church and seneg a Renctj 
newspaper reported Wednesday. Tbe corns, with tbe race of 
tbe pope surrounded by stars representing fee European- 
Union, will be accepted throughout Italy when fee ble 
rency replaces 1 1 European moneys in 2002, fee leftist daOy^ 
Liberation said. But France won't accept the corns because of-j 
“fee republican idea Paris has about currency, Uberation : 
said Tbe tiny principality of Monaco, winch bes made 1 
France cm fee Mediterranean, will stamp its own corns but: 
they won't necessarily be recognised outside its border s, the 
newspaper said Tbe dispute erupted during an EU mopetgy; 
committee meeting last week and is to be arbitrated by EU 
finance ministers on Nov. 23. Liberation said Tbe french 
finanff ministry had no immediate comment on tbe report, »- 


U.N. envoy 

visits troubled East Timor 


DELI, Indonesia (AP) — An envoy of fee Uniied Nations 
arrived Wednesday in disputed East Timor for talks wife goy- 
emment officials and prominent opposition figures, including:- 
Nobel laureate Bishop Carlos BeJo. Samuel Tamrafe, an 
Eritrean diplomat, met first with Gov. Abfiio Jose Osorio 
Soares to discuss ways of bringing peace to fee farmer^ 
Portuguese colony. Indonesia invaded in 1975 and has been 
trying to quell separatist guerrillas ever since. Espeditq 
Ximenes, a spokesman for Soares, said Tamratb’s visit was 
prompted by media reports that Indonesian hoops have 
stepped up operations against rebels in fee half-island tecrito- - 
ry. “These reports were not true, they were baseless,* 1 
Ximenes quoted Soares as telling the UJM. envoy. Indonesia 
recently withdrew 1,000 troops from East Timor in a highly 
publicised event designed to show it was serious about peace 
in tbe territory. President BJ. Habibie has eased his hold on 
Timor since the resignation of his authoritarian prede- 
cessor, Suharto. Indonesia annexed East Timor in 1976. The 
United Nations, however, does not recognise Indonesian rule, 
and still considers Portugal the administrative power: The 
United Nations is sponsoring peace talks between Portugal 
and Indonesia, while President Habibie has offered autonomy 
to the territory in exchange for recognition of Indonesia’s 
sovereignty. 


French Polynesians jailed 
over anti-nuclear riots 


PAPEETE, French Polynesia (R) — A court in Tahiti 
Tuesday jailed two separatists and gave suspended terms to 
58 other people involved in riots over the resumption of 
nuclear tests in French Polynesia in 1995. Hiro Tefaarere, 
regarded as the ringleader, was jailed for 18 months wife 
another IS months suspended and deprived of his civil rights 
for five years at the end of a month-long trial. Fenner trade 
union leader Ronald Terorotua was jaded for a year and 
deprived of his rights for three years. Rioters went on a 30- 
hour rampage in Papeete, on the island of Tahiti, after fee first 
of six blasts which broke a French moratorium on nuclear 
testing. They fire-bombed the airport and other buildings and 
looted shops in violence which left 14 people injured. 
Twenty-one rioters were jailed for four months each in fee. 
wake of the rampage. Faced wife a storm of international 
protest. France ended its test series ahead of schedule in 
January 1996 and has since signed a global ban on nuclear 
testing. Tefaarere said he would appeal against fee sentence ! 
which will deprive him of his seat in tbe Reach temttxy’s 
elected assembly. “I am now a politician and I cannot let fee 
state treat my people like this,” be told reporters. 


Former East Berlin commander 
fails to show for wall deaths trial 


BERLIN (AP) — A former East German border patrol com- 
mander charged wife the dpnrhs of four people dying to 
escape across the Berlin wall failed to appear in court 
Wednesday and was believed to have left the country. The 
court-appointed lawyer for Walter Schulze, 51, said she had 
not been able to speak with him. He ran a restaurant in 
Fuerstenwalde. outside Beilin, until last year, when he disap- 
peared. Police say be notified fee post office to forward his 
mail to an address in Spain, but there were also rumours feat 
he was living in Russia. Tbe court reserved decision oo 
whether to issue an arrest warrant. Schulze and a co-defen- 
dant. Reinhard Gentzsch, are charged with four counts of 
manslaughter stemming from four deaths, including tbe 
February 1989 shooting of Chris Guefiroy. the last person 
killed dying to flee over the Beilin wall. Prosecutors say they 
were involved in drawing up and issuing basic or der s for 
guards at fee Berlin wall between 1985 and 1989, when it 
felL Tbe trial against Gentzsch. 45, began as scheduled. 


Geneva police arrest 24 
in swoop on drug dealers 


GENEVA (R) — Geneva police said Wednesday they had 
anested 24 mere mainly African asylum-seekers, in a swoop 
amied at breaking up a network of cocaine dealers in the 
affluent Swiss city. In a statement, the police said a total of 
5S people had been rounded up in the operation near the 
main tram station late Tuesday, but only 24 were detained 
One policeman was slightly injured and a small q uan tity of 
pocaine was seized. Twenty-two of the detainees are African, 
including 19 asylum-seekers from Siena Leone, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Gambia, Somalia and Mauritania. “This 
operation aimed to strike at the nest of drug dealers, mainly 
of cocaine, dominated by Africans in Geneva for the past 
few years, police spokesman Eric Grandjean told Reuters. 
An investigating magistrate has 24 hours to lay charges. ' 


Indian army uncovers massive 
explosives dump in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) — Indian troops in Kashmir have ■ 
S™ kilogrammes of explosives suspected to 

tetong to Muslim separatist guerrillas and meant fordvlliatt- 

S&%^? DC ^ S P 0lKsmai1 M Wednesday. The haul 

°° kg -,^ plastic Defence sources 

sad Muslim militants, waging a bloody against 

fofean rule m divided Kashmir^ere pSSS 

^f^ enl J >uadings ^ ^ ainst »P officials.” A 

SSSSMsssaSast 

annmer capital Snnagar. If was fee lamest earh * of exnkF 

^ sjSIteman said, addfe^ 
a Muslim^S- 
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New Italian premier, 
government sworn in 


~ ” • 7" ^t; 1 Daly’s new Prime Mi niste r Massimo n’ii^ , ■ ... . 

••- - ?. . K of *t Marrist Parly of ^^VrunitM by Justice Mlohtcr OUvIcre UUiborto (left) 

Agrictrfture Minister Poaio De Castro Innl^nn ^ - sp,U from *** hardbne Communist Kefoundaiion party, as 
" — ! tooks on, during a sworn ceremony at Qairntale palace in Rome (Reuters 


- ~ photo) 

• .- _ - -IT" __ 


ROME (API — Italy's 56th 
government since World 
War If took office 
Wednesday with the swear- 
ing in of new Premier 
Massimo D'Alema and a 
centre- left government 

which includes the first 
Communist Cabinet minis- 
ters in half a century. 

D’Alema himself rs an 
ex-communist and many 
political observers here 
say his rise to the post of 
premier signals an end to 
Italy's long "cold war” a 
decades-long battle to keep 
the left out of power. 

The beginning of the cad 
of chat war was the collapse 
of the Christian Democrats, 
one of Europe’s more con- 
servative parties, amid the 
corruption scandals of the 
1980s. The Christian 
Democrats had held power 
for decades, keeping the 
left at bay. 

D’Alema’s predecessor, 
Romano Prodi. presided 
over a centre- left govern- 
ment, the first of the post- 
war era. But Prodi himself 
was not a leftist. 

The 49 -year-old 

D’Alema, in contrast, came 
up through the ranks of the 
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'h Polynesians jailed 

T 3 Rt»-n Linear ri » BELGRADE (AFP) - 
dw.ear riots Yugoslavia insisted 

Wednesday that it was crying 
- ■ • - - : .... .. to satisfy Western demands 

;_77..' for troop withdrawals from 
. -7.77 Kosovo despite what it called 

. . “armed provocation” by rebel 

" . ... _ r ■ . 7-1' guenillas in the Serbian 

province. 

• . 7 The angry remarks from 

7.77 ^ Yugoslav President Slobodan 
. 7 '7 !'■ Milosevic ramp during fallrc 

•v- '7. ’-7.7; wifo NATO's supreme com- 

.7 .. . '..'..77 7.7 "7 :; mander in Europe U.S. 

1 ^, . .... _ 7.7 " General Wesley Clark that fin- 

' ' - r f 7 isfaed in the early hours of 

• ‘ Wednesday. 

As Rfflosevic- defended his 
“ position in Kosova U.S. 
;*■/ ’ — envoy .Richard Holbrooke. 

. . l. ..‘.i. w ho negotiated the troop 

- - -“ r — -f-v--- withdrawal with Belgrade, 
■-■-■rijir warned that Serbia stili risked 
i .. • — airstrikes if it did not comply 

. widi Western demands. 

Under threat of NATO air 
East Berlin commas Strikes, Belgrade has been 
, ” , ^ given until OcL 27 to reduce 

hOW ter wail deainSiu flieievel of izs security forces 
down to those before the con- 
flkt erupted in the ethnic 
* . . *7 • • . - yy.:\ AlbaniaiH nqority province 

. - in March- Belgrade roust also 

. 7 7- ..r- create conditions for the 
• 7 - - ; reUHBofthe estimated quarter 

_ _ - - °f a tmffion peqsle displaced 
' .7 77.. by the fighting, and sit down 
- • ■ ' 77 for talks on the future status of 

• 1 7 , the province, whose amono- 

• ■ : ;77 7; toy was anmdled in 19S9. 

The talks with dark con- 
x cenKd NATO verificarion of 

. ' 7 - military activity in Kosovo 

. .. -- — _"77« usng noo-ccBubar NATO sur- 
.-7 ’ 7 . 7 ..- veflbnoe aircrafi. 

•_ .7 However, the withdrawals 

__ "'"J7 have been complicated by a 

. - .. series ofanacks of S«ab police 

- . ' : blamed by Belgrade on ethnic 

. Albanian rebels and the lack 
i : « p arfcSt of any sgnificant internation- 

?V3 p5=-“ al pnaence in the province. 

riri-’Q ’ Urder the deal struck by 


Yugoslavia ‘meeting Kosovo 
demands despite attacks’ 


Holbrooke last week, a 2 , 000 - 
strong observer mission under 
the aegis of the Organisation 
of Security and Cooperation 
in Europe is supposed to veri- 
ty the withdrawal of Serb 
forces. 

However, jusi a handful of 
observers are currently in 
Kosovo and arc not expected 
to be fully deployed before a 
month has elapscd. 

In a statement from his 
office, Milosevic said; 
“Despite the tamed provoca- 
tions by terrorist groups ... 
Serbia and Yugoslavia remain 
firmly attached to the peaceful 
solution of the Kosovo prob- 
lems by political means/’ 

Belgrade says that five 
policemen have been killed in 
recent days in attacks it says 
w r ere carried out by members 
of the rebel Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) 
which is fighting for Kosovo 
independence. 

The KLA have denied it is 
behind the attacks and in a 
statement released to 
AJ banian-language media in 
the province said Belgrade 
had failed to comply with 
international demands over 
Kosovo. 

"Belgrade has not with- 
drawn military, police and 
paramilitary forces from 
Kosovo. Conditions are not 
created for the return of dis- 
placed and refugees. Detained 
and kidnapped persons have 
not been released.” the KLA 
statement said. 

In an interview given 
Tuesday to the Los Angeles 
Times news syndication ser- 
vice, Holbrooke said 
Milosevics non-compliance 
with Iasi week's accords could 
l ead to military action ’by 
next week.” 


Holbrooke warned that an 
order authorising the use of 
force by the North Atlantic 
Treaty Org;misation was stili 
in effect. 

“As 1 speak to you today 
(Tuesday). Milosevic is not in 
compliance with the Kosovo 
accord," he said. 

“Compliance means com- 
pliance," he told the news ser- 
vice. “Milosevic can’t move 
some troops our and oilier 
troops in — that is noi com- 
pliance. 

“And if there is no compli- 
ance, he must know that the 
NATO activation order 
remains in effect and we could 
end up with military action by 
next week,” Holbrooke said. 

However. Holbrooke said 
he recognised that the inde- 
pendence-seeking KLA might 
try to sabotage the accord. 

The refusal of Belgrade to 
recognise ethnic Albanian 
rights in Kosovo “has created 
a very srrong and legitimately 
angry Albanian opposition, 
which includes people who 
have taken up arras." 

"The general cease-fire is in 
everyone’s interest, but it 
takes two sides to make it 
work.” he said. “If the KLA 
doesn’t understand this, they 
are mistaken.” 

In Washington Tuesday, 
Pentagon spokesman Kenneth 
Bacon said that Belgrade had 
taken steps towards compli- 
ance and noted that some 
30.000 refugees had left 
Kosovo’s mountains and 
forests and found shelter. 

“Clearly, there has been, bv 
some standards, major com- 
pliance already. But there is 
not been complete compli- 
ance, and that’s the problem,” 
Bacon said. 


MP urges France to weigh 
reparations for slavery 

■ .. .. C.L O [QIC 


. rivers 


7 ‘ ■*; PARIS (R) — A member of 
- ' ' parliament said Wednesday 
~'7 ' the African slave fade 
' : 7. should be declared a crime 
T..' ag ains t humanity and urged 
7/ .. Prance to set up a commis- 
. ' 7 sion to study whether 
7'' descendants of slaves 
■ should be paid reparations, 

.-jitf Chris liane Taubira- 

Delannon, a left-wing 
./■aglF deputy from French 
h ‘ Xl * Guiana in South America, 
v . ' said she had proposed leg- 
v -? islation recognising slavery 
. V and the slave trade as 
> •; ‘7 ' crimes against humanity 
.-.v'77 Under the bill, a special 
. > 77 / panel would be created 
iV . .-'7'* within six months of pas- 
' 7-. i 7 ;.' sage to weigh whether 
*■ reparations were needed. 
“This should be a corn- 
' 77 mittee of honest, wise and 

v- highly ethical individuals. 

7 -- . \ Tanbira- Delannon told 

' Reuters. 

--7-/7-. “Personally, I have no 


need for reparations, but 
this is a question that we 
must reflect on.” Taubira- 
Delannon. vvho is allied 
with the Socialist Parpr o 
Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin, said parliamentary 
leaders had not given her 
an indication of when the 
bill miaht be debated 
"Quick action is unlikely, 
as the legislative agenda is 
verv crowded tor the 
remainder of the year. But 
we could find the nine to 

debate it if w “ thc 

political w ill- she said. 

Her draft bill would make 
i( a crime m France to dis- 
pute the slave mde tmd 

would designate Feb. Sosa 

day to honour its 
European "f 1 ^ 

denoun«d the transatlaanc 
slave trade as 'mpugflaat 
,0 human pnn^P 1 ^ 
universal morals at tfiu 
Congress of Vienna on 


Feb. 8 . 1815. 

Taubira-Ddannon said 
she decided to propose the 
law following the observa- 
tion earlier this year of the 
I50ih anniversary of the 
abolition of slavery in 
France’s colonies. 

'This is a part of my her- 
itage,” she said. "At the 
state level, this part of our 
history came out of the 
shadows just this year. It is 
unacceptable that a crime 
of this dimension has been 
shrouded in silence for so 

long” . . 

The transatlantic slave 
trade began in the 1 5ih 
century ” and flourished 
until its abolition at the 
rime of the French 
Revolution in 1794. But it 
was rcinsiituted by 
Napoleon Bonaparte in 
1802 before being defini- 
tively abolished on April 
27, 1848. 


Kosovo’s hard 
realities mock 
OSCE verifiers 


PRTST1NA. Serbia (Rj 
— The 2.U00 unarmed 
international "verifiers’’ 
being deployed in 
Kosovo's battle zones 
face an almost impossi- 
ble task, a Western 
diplomat said 

Wednesday. 

"We tried something 
very like this in Bosnia 
and it didn’t work,” 
said the diplomat, who 
asked not to be named. 

The notion you can 
send non-combatants in 
10 sort out a war where 
the parties want to keep 
fighting is pretty well 
discredited, but that's 
where we arc.” 

The verifiers arc 
bei ng despatched to 
Kosovo by the 
Organisation for 
Security and 

Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) to damp fires 
of resentment and 
rebellion in Serbia’s 
southern province with 
its huge ethnic 
Albanian majority. 

Thc job was deemed 
too dangerous for regu- 
lar NATO troops, so 
active duty and retired 
military officers from 
North America, Europe 
and thc CIS. outfitted in 
civilian clothes and 
without weapons or 
armoured vehicles, are 
being sent instead. 

Thc U.N. deployed 
lightly armed peace- 
keepers and unarmed 
civilian monitors in 
Bosnia during the 
1992-5 war there. 

That effort failed, 
comprehensively, to 
establish peace or pro- 
tect civilians. Many 
massacres later, NATO 
moved in. where it 
remains today. 

OSCE verifiers in 
Kosovo will be work- 
ing among ragged 
refugees and combat- 
ants in a war zone 
where most of the 
action takes place after 
dark. 

“The nature of the 
mission is that we’re 
here to verify peace, 
not to enforce it,” said 
Peter Erbcn. Chief of 
Staff and Operations 
for the OSCE in 
Bosnia, who arrived in 
Kosovo this week to 
help establish the mis- 
sion here. 

“We’re not armed and 
we’re probably not 
going to have armoured 
vehicles. So we’re not 
equipped to make an 
intervention or stand 
between the parties. 
The presumption going 


. in was that peace was in 
place.” The OSCE is 
arriving to verity the 
withdrawal of Yugoslav 
army and Serbian 
police units from 
Kosovo, and to build 
confidence among 
some 250.000 ethnic 
Albanian refugees so 
that they can return to 
their homes. 

Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic 
agreed the OSCE mis- 
sion with U.S. special 
envoy Richard 

Holbrooke ten days ago 
to avert NATO air 
strikes. 

The deal allows 
NATO to conduct aerial 
surveillance over 
Kosovo even as OSCE 
ground verification 
teams arrive. 

Already being dubbed 
’the wing and the 
prayer option', this dual 
verification scheme is 
seen by critics as the 
latest climb-down by 
the West in thc Balkans, 
a cosmetic scheme that 
goL NATO off the 
bombing hook ai little 
cost to Milosevic. 

The critics say the 
United States has been 
gathering spy satellite 
information about the 
military situation m 
Kosovo for months, so 
the aerial surveillance 
by NATO planes is sup- 
plemental at best and 
redundant at worsL 

About 50 diplomatic 
monitors were on the 
ground here over the 
summer reporting on an 
offensive by police and 
army units that targeted 
ethnic Albanian guerril- 
las and civilians alike. 

Yugoslav compliance 
with international 
demands, not verifica- 
tion, has been the real 
issue in Kosovo since 
June. 

Some police and army 
movements from the 
province have been 
seen since the 
Holbrooke-Milosevic 
deal, but nothing like 
the Levels that would be 
required to satisfy UJsf. 
Security Council reso- 
lution 1199, diplomats 
report. 

Skirmishing between 
separatist guerrillas of 
the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) and gov- 
ernment forces contin- 
ues to make it impossi- 
ble for many refugees 
to return home and has 
actually caused some 
new refugee flows into 
the forests in recent 
days. 


old Italian Com muni st 
Party before becoming a 
social democrat after the 
fall of the Berlin wall. 

Like Prodi. D’Alema 
hammered together a coali- 
tion drawing on the centre 
and the left, but be reached 
farther in both directions 
than Prodi. 

In assembling his majori- 
ty, D’Alema courted a cen- 
trist party headed by a for- 
mer Christian Democratic 
president, Francesco 
Cossiga. He also won the 
support of the new Italian 
Communist Party. 

The new government has 
two ministers from the 
Italian Communists. 

Oti vitro Diiibcno is justice 
minister, the same post 
held half a century ago by 
Palmira Togliani. who led 
thc old Italian Communist 
Party. Katia BeliDo is the 
minister of regional affairs. 

Justice is an especially 
sensitive ministry because 
of ongoing corruption 
investigations by the judi- 
ciary into the leader of the 
conservative opposition, 
media mogul and ex-pre- 
mier Silvio Berlusconi. 

Berlusconi has long 


maintained that the charges 
against him are politically 
motivated and a justice 
minister from the far left, 
his ideological nemesis, 
will only intensify his 
complaints. 

D'Alema's alliance with 
Cossiga also raised eye- 
brows because of the long 
enmity between the left and 
the Christian Democrats. 

Cossiga’s new centrist 
party got three posts in the 
new government: the 
defence, and post and 
telecommunications min- 
istries and a new portfolio 
called parliamentary rela- 
tions. 

The new government, 
which D’Alema announced 
early Wednesday, also 
includes eight holdovers 
from the Prodi govern- 
ment. 

The highly respected 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi stays 
cm as treasury and budget 
minister and Vincenzo 
Vlmio continues as finance 
minister. The two are key 
figures in pushing through 
a 1 999 budget meeting 
Italy’s economic commit- 
ments to the European 
Monetary Union. 


Another respected figure. 
Foreign Minister Lamberto 
Dim, also stays on. 

D’Alema named a special 
minister, ex-Premier 

Gi uliano Amato, to push 
through reforms in Italy’s 
electoral system, which is 
blamed for the country’s 
“revolving door” govern- 
ments. 

The new Cabinet has 25 
ministers, four more than 
that of Prodi, and six 
women, twice the number 
in Prodi' s governmenL 

Two ministers are from 
the Green Party and 
D'Alema’s own 

Democratic Left, which 
was the largest party in 
Prodi’s coalition, got seven 
posts. 

Among them is labour, 
which went to Naples' 
high-profile mayor, 

Antonio Bassolino. 

Prodi’s centre-left gov- 
ernment tell on Oct. 9 
when hard-line 

Communists withdrew 
their support in a dispute 
over the budget. Parliament 
is expected to take a 
required vote of confidence 
on the new government 
Friday. 


Schroeder-Lafontaine 
rivalry threat to new 
German government 


BONN (AFP) — Social 
Democrat (SPDj Gerhard 
Sdnoeder is ready to take 
over as German chancellor 
amid doubts about his rela- 
tionship with the *rcm who 
heads his party and who is to 
be his right-hand as finance 
minister. 

The mass-drculation Biid 
asked in a front-page h»»adlinp 
Wednesday: “Lafootaine. 

how dangoous will he be for 
Schroedec” a reference to 
incoming Finance Minister 
Oskar Lafbosaine. 

And the more ponderous 
Frankfurter Allgemone news- 
paper. a widely respected con- 
servative daily, said in a front- 
page editorial; “The real rid: 
to the new government will 
prove to be thc relationship 
between the chancellor and 
his 'treasury secretary’.'' 

If the centre-left is about to 
form its first government in 
Germany ance tfw of Helmut 
Schmidt in 1982. then 
Schroeder is the centre and 
I afomamc the Wt 

The two had no trouble join- 
ing farces in the enmpnign 

that ended in their victory 
over conservative Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl as Lafotaaine 
had already lost when be ran 
for chancellor in 1990. 

The parry knew its only 
chance ^gtring Kohl was in 
backing die telegenic, media- 


savvy Schroeder, who based 
his campaign on the call for a 
"New Middle” uniting 
Germans of both the left and 
the right in the fight a gainst 
record unemployment. 

But cooperation in ruling 
may be more difficult, as 
I afontajpe is a traditional, 
welfare-scne-criemed leftist 
who has little sympathy far a 
new middle favouring risky 
competition as a means to job 
creation, rather than having 
the guarantee empiqy- 
roem. 

Already during coalition 
talks with SPD allies the 
Greens, there were reports 
that Lafontaine was causing 
tension in his drive to expand 
the juDCtkms erf the finance 
ministr y to inchide European 
policy roles ilea have been the 
province of die economics 
and foreign ministries. 

In addition, there was an 
overt power struggle for die 
influential past of leader of the 
SPD parliamentary faction, 
with Lafontaine trying to put 
his own man, or himself, at 
this position. 

Schroeder has come out for 
an expanded flnaryy ministry 
mv) managed id heirf off 
I jfpnmme over die parlia- 
mentary whip position. 

Bui his biggest problem so 
for may be in the coalition 
agreement signed Tuesday 


with the Greens that presented 
a timid platform qfll veering 
more to the left than the cen- 
tre. 

It, and LafocCtine's staking 
out of a large tmnistiy. led to 
the withdrawal of Jost 
StoUmami as randidnre for 
economics minister. 

StoDmann was, more than 
any other personality in the 
incoming Sdnoeder adminis- 
tration. a spokesman far the 
New Middle. 

Forty-three years old and a 
self-made millionaire in the 
computer industry, Stoflmann 
symbolised the hip, aggres- 
sive, young type of technocrat 
Schroeder cuJtivaies as busi- 
nessmen who can revitalise 
die German economy. 

Stoflmann said be could doc 
accept a truncated economics 
minis try and could not work 
with the fiscal measures in the 
platform, measures springing 
directly fi n m Lafontaine's 
pomrofview. 

He snyl die programme did 
not balance supply-side and 
demand- side policies and crit- 
icised the ecological tax that 
will raise parol and other 
energy prices in aider to 
finannff rutting labour COSTS 

from payments to pension 
rands. 

P arlia ment convenes 

Monday and elects Schroeder 
as cbanceQar nextTuesdav. 


Yeltsin has hospital check-up, 
IMF checks up economy 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yfehsin visited 
a hospital for a check-op 
Wectaesday, as visiting offi- 
cials from the International 
Monetary Fund began an 
examination of the sickly 
Russian economy. 

Yeltsin, 67. has been recu- 
perating from a malady which 
the Krexnlinsays is bronchitis 
since cutting short a visit to 
central Asia lost week. A 
Kremlin spokesman said 
Yeltsin had rfimin ntPti all but 
die last traces erf the iOness. 

“Everything is no rmal- " a 
Kremlin spokeanan said 
abour die president’s health. 

During Yeltsin ’s visit to 
Moscow's elite Central 
Clinical Hospital doctors per- 
formed X-ray tests. Yeftan 
then returned to work at his 
suburban Gorkv-9 residence, 
the Kremlin said. 

Dt Rob Niven, a chest spe- 
cials at England's 
Wynthenshaw Hospital said 
an X-ray examination of a 
brondritis patient could help 
exdude foe possftafiiy of 
another infection in foe lungs, 
such as pneumonia or cancel: 
Yeltsin had pneumonia last 


year. 

"You absolutely definitely 
don’t have an X-ray for bron- 
chitis as bronchitis is an infec- 
tion of the airways and they 
don't show up very well 00 X- 
rays,” he said. 

Ydtan's infrequent appear- 
ances in the Kremlin and per- 
ceived lack of leadership since 
August, when the g o v er nm ent 
allowed the rouble to collapse 
and suspended payments erf 
some debts, have promp ted 
many politicians 10 fall an him 
to resign. 

The lower house of parlia- 
ment is also considering a 
Communist-led effort to 
impeach him. But he has 
vowed to serve out his teem 
until 2000 . 

Also Wednesday, officials 
from a visiting IMF t eam 
began talks with government 
officials chi efforts 10 hah a 
decade-long eaxKHmc depres- 
sion that has intensified since 
August 

The fond in July agreed to 
lead an intenuuional package 
of baikxa. loans to Russia 
totalling $22.6 billion. But it 
delayed its next $43 billion 
tranche after a coalition gov- 


ernment including 

Communists took power in 
Scp fei 1 i lx ^. 

The IMF is seeking clear 
proof that foe new Russian 
government is trying to cut 
spending and raise revenues to 
balance its books before it will 
imlce further loans. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
has yet to crane up with a 
comprehensive plan to revive 
foe economy. But budget fig- 
ures for the rest of the year 
show foe government intends 
to spend twice as much it 
expects to take in. 

The central bank has already 
started expanding the money 
supply s ince September, a 
process economists say will 
intensif y inflation. 

The chairman erf the central 

bank, ViktarGaasheoka. who 

presided over quadruple-digit 
inflation in foe early 1990s, 
Wednesday flew 10 London to 
meet foreign investors. 

The Kremlin also said 
Yeltsin planned to speak to 
German GhanceBor-eject 
Gedrand Sdnoeder and maybe 

other offirink later 
Wednesday. 


r- 
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Answer to rumour mongers 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein is ill. That is why he 
is being hospitalised at the Mayo Clinic. He is 
being treated for cancer. That much he himself 
has explained on many occasions. When he left 
Amman on July 14, he frankly told Jordanians 
that he was suffering from fever and loss of 
appetite and that doctors had advised him to seek 
medical help at an advanced medical centre. 
When doctors told him they suspected lymph can- 
cer. he again told Jordanians, and when doctors 
confirmed that diagnosis, the King informed his 
people. He went on Jordan Television to describe 
his case and the stages of chemotherapy treat- 
ment, and since he commenced therapy, he has 
appeared on television on many occasions, not 
hiding from Jordanians his loss of hair or weight 
True to his open and honest character, His 
Majesty sought, all these past months, to keep us 
informed of the progress of his treatment, stress- 
ing his determination to fight this ailment 
Mayo Clinic, aware of the stature of the King in 
his country and the world at large, issued a num- 
ber of statements initially confirming that this 
form of cancer is treatable and, later, that the 
King is positively responding to therapy and pro- 
gressing well. 

Jordanians of course understand that the King's 
health is a cause of concern not only for them, but 
for the region in particular and the world at large. 
He has and continues to be a major player in the 
region’s politics as evidenced by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton's appeal to him to help break the 
deadlock at the Wye Plantation talks between the 
Palestinians and Israelis. 

However, we certainly cannot understand the 
seemingly benign talk about Jordan’s stability 
and security after the King, since Jordan is one of 
the oldest countries in the region and its regime is 
the longest serving. 

During decades of uninterrupted Hashemite 
rule, the Kingdom built powerful institutions that 
proved they could stand the test of time through 
their absorption of the numerous shocks that have 
shook the region. Institutions like the Royal 
Court, Parliament, the government, the judiciary 
and the army have strong foundations that weath- 
ered the 1951 assassioation of founder King 
Abdullah, the turmoil of the 1950s and 1960s, the 
wars of 1967, 1968 and 1973, the domestic strife of 
1970 and the 1990 Gulf war. During each of these, 
Jordan and Jordanians had to sacrifice, but i 
always emerged stronger for it. \ 

And today, while praying and waiting for the 
safe return of their beloved King, Jordanians are 
assured by and content with the way HRH Crown 
Prince Hass an and His Majesty’s government are 
running the affairs of the land. When transition 
inevitably comes, Jordanians will not need protec- 
tion from countries near and far. They have 
always rallied behind their leadership and pro- 
tected their national interest 
All Jordanians — including the few voices of dis- 
sent — are determined to defend their political 
system against the plagues that have infected 
other countries in the region for years. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 RaVs Fahed Fanek reviewed a book written by the 
Israeli historian Letimar Raninofetch, “On The Edge Of 
Peace." The book unveils facts about peace negotia- 
tions on the Israeli-Syrian track, which, according to 
the writer. Syria was twice at the point of signing; once 
in 1993 — before the Oslo accords — and once in 
1996. The writer, according to Fanek, says that the 
United States will support any progress in normalisa- 
tion on the Syrian-lsraeli front, a tactic meant to sour 
Iranian-Syrian relations and ultimately evict Iran from 
Lebanon. A deal was called off when common Syrian 
belief that Israel was very eager to sign an agreement, 
prompted President Hafez Assad to bargain for a better 
deal, according to Fanek. Furthermore, after the secret 
talks between the PLO and Israel resulted in the signing 
of the Oslo accords, Assad thought he had been 
deceived. According to Raninofetch. the deal made 
Syria furious and Hizbollah guerrillas intensified their 
campaign against -Israel in 1996. The attack lead to the 
failure of Shimon Peres in the elections, which, accord- 
ing to the author. lost Syria the chance for peace with 
Israel. 

AI Dustour’s editorial commented on the participation 
of His Majesty King Hussein in the current talks held 
between the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) and 
Israel. The paper said the presence of the King at the 
Wye River Conference Centre is very important, 
because the U.S. President Bill Clinton personally 
asked the King to interfere in the talks. The invitation 
of the King shows how much respect the King com- 
mands, said the paper, which claimed that His Majesty 
might be the only one able to bridge the expanding gap 
between, the PNA and Israel and reach a comprehensive 
settlement. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Road safety and the magical Vs 


LIFE ON our roads is particularly dangerous these days. 

I am saying this not because road accidents of all sorts are 
on the increase (they have been on the increase for more 
than two decades now), but because road habits have * 
worsened noticeably and motoring inconvenience has 
escalated dramatically since the demise of the summer 
season. I do not know what is happening; people are dri- 
ving like crazy. Some of them are totally careless and 
reckless. 

Well, actually, I know - or at least I think I do. 

It is true that the past summer season, which brougbt 
numerous vehicles of all shapes and sizes from aboard 
and numerous visitors, was by no means safe and conve- 
nient — especially with the advent of motorists from 
neighbouring countries whose driving habits and whose 
rhythm of motoring differ remarkably from ours — espe- 
cially as a result of the infamous traffic jams. 

However, two factors contributed to lessening the dan- 
ger. The first was psychological. Our awareness of the 
existence of the different traffic rhythms just spoken of 
and our consciousness of the presence of heavy traffic on 
the road made us somewhat more careful and alert. We 
kept our eyes particularly open. 

The second had to do with police visibility. The Public 
Security Department sent out (at major roads and inter- 
sections. inside the cities and on the main roads li nkin g 


Jerusalem life 


those cities) more traffic police than customary. They 
directed traffic, organised its flow, watched out for viola- 
tors, kept things under reasonable control. 

The noticeable decrease in the number of vehicles on 
our roads, since the end of summer, has created an 
adverse effect. Instead of making motoring convenient 
and safe (as one would expect), it has made it inconve- 
nient and hazardous. We have lost the alertness, careful- 
ness. and vigilance we exercised in the summer. The 
absence of the intense police visibility we witnessed in 
the s umm er has also made motorists less alert and more 
daring. 

I was riding with a motorist friend of mine for half an 
hour the other day. It was one of the most inconvenient 
and upsetting rides I have had for years. Not only was the 
number of traffic violations we spotted phenomenal but 
the car we were in was about to be hit several times. One 
taxi driver made a U-turn in front of us in such a suicidal 
and rude way that we almost hit another car trying to avert 
a collision with him . “I wish I were a policeman,” my 
friend kept saying whenever danger came near us. 

People in our society keep talkin g about speed as a 
major cause of road accidents and road havoc. Well 
speed is only part of it The violations are all across the 
board. Motorists drive too close behind you, they do not 
signal when they turn left or right, they do not stick to 
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their lane, they do not respect stop or yield signs, they 
drop passengers in the middle of the road, they make sud- 
den U-turns, they slow down in front of you for no appar- 
ent reason, and so on and so forth. 

What should be done? 

Until our school education, press and media sermonis- 
ing, and social change work their visible effect on our 
psyches, attitudes and behaviour, we need two things — - 
and two things only — from traffic police: more visibili- 
ty and more vigilance. You can introduce as many traffic 
laws as you wish, you can increase the fines as much as 
you want, you can sermonise until doomsday, but unless 
the police are present on most roads and at most intersec- 
tions, and unless they are vigilant, road havoc will con- 
tinue not only to cause us serious headaches but also seri- 
ous accidents and loss of precious life. 

In the half-hour trip my friend and I made, we spotted at 
least five suicidal violations. How much would a mobile 
police vehicle (say in disguise) spot in a day or half a day? 

Road safety will not become a reality in our part of the 
world unless violators, or the majority of them, are spot- 
ted and p unis hed. Life on our roads will not improve 
unless and until the two magical Vs (police visibility and 
vigilance) become a reality. Until that happens, happy 
morn ring and merry road life to us all. 

Do we stand 
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BY THE time this article is in print, 
Palestinian and Israeli leaders are 
expected to have reached an agreement 
at the Wye Plantation s ummi t. Months, 
even years have elapsed without die 
implementation of some of the basic 
tenets of the Oslo Agreement Many of 
that agreement's basic clauses that are 
connected directly to the well-being of 
the people of the region — specifically 
the Palestinians — have not been car- 
ried out 

Under the guise of national security, 
the Israeli occupiers have refused to 
allow Palestinians safe passage from 
Gaza to the West Bank; to fly out of an 
airport that has been ready for some 
time; and to release prisoners from jail 
(including those who support the peace 
agreement). Economic development of 
Palestine has been frustrated by the 
refusal of the Netanyahu government to 
fulfil clauses in the agreement that 
should have seen the Israeli army with- 
drawn — in stages — almost two years 
ago. 

All these issues could have been 
implemented a long time ago. They 
were delayed by the present Israeli gov- 
ernment to be used as bargaining chips. 
Israeli military control should never 
have been a licence to subjugate the 
Palestinian people and extract political 
concessions from the Palestinian lead- 
ership. 

Developing World 


Long before the Wye Plantation 
meeting. Israeli leaders had been pos- 
turing. Decision were made, or rather 
not made, according to the whim of the 
people in power. By and large these 
actions or rather inactions were done 
for selfish reasons that had nothing to 
do with the situation on the ground, 
with security, or with the desires of both 
the Israeli and Palestinian peoples of 
the area. 

When all the details of the Wye 
Plantation agreement come out. I am 
sure that we will find out that the lead- 
ers have accepted many issues that they 
have been bolding out on for months. 
All of a sudden redeployment, opening 
an airport in Gaza, allowing free travel 
and safe passage, and releasing prison- 
ers will no longer constitute a grave 
clanger to the state of Israel. 

The question then is not how the lead- 
ers have managed to reach agreement, 
but why it has taken so long? If any- 
thing, title sad conclusion of all these 
deliberations is that politicians have 
been holding our peoples hostage. The 
well-being of our peoples have taken a 
back seat to the lust for power and con- 
trol that a few people in high positions 
seem to be taking. 

Now, thanks to President Clinton and 
King Hussein and the perseverance of 
our people, this lust is being replaced 
by common sense. If things go as 


planned, we should slowly see the col- 
lapse of the wicked machin e of occupa- 
tion. At long last Palestinians will begin 
to enjoy some of the baric features of 
normality. Moving from one place to 
another, seeing loved ones, going to the 
university of your choice flying when 
you feel like it. and much more will no 
longer require die prior approval of a 
foreign military power. 

1 am not saying that the agreement at 
Wye Plantation is going to solve the 
Palestinian problem. It will take many 
more summits and much meat good- 
will before we can begin solving this 
complicated problem. As the Israeli 
occupation system will slowly crumble, 

1 am sure that we will have to deal with 
another issue: apartheid. With the mili- 
tary out of most of the Pales tinian terri- 
tories the evils of a two-tier legal sys- . 
tem will quickly emerge as the next 
major obstacle to overcome. 

For now we need to celebrate tins 
s mall victory. One small symptom of 
this terrible 20th century conflict will 
hopefully be behind us. 

Thank God that this human ordeal is 
now in its dying hours. With agreement 
being signed, it may be hoped that the 
tactic of using people as blackmail 
against your political opponents will no 
longer be used. 

Now is the time for the people of the 
region to benefit 

Riad al Khouri 


A step in the right direction 


JORDAN HAS long suf- 
fered from chronic trade 
deficits. Trade policy has 
thus traditionally tended to 
be mercantilist, and the 
state has depended on a 
wide range of high tariffs 
for revenue. However, 
after the drop in aid which 
began in the 1980s and the 
lower remittances of the 
current decade, there is 
now a realisation that for 
such a small country, inte- 
gration into the world mar- 
ket could offer the best 
prospect to overcome the 
limited scale of the domes- 
tic economy. Reform mea- 
sures have thus been 
adopted to implement tariff 
reforms and dismantle 
trade barriers. 

These and other moves 
aiming to integrate Jordan 
into international markets 
have partly succeeded, and 
Jordan’s economy is grad- 
ually opening up. This 
trend can be measured in 
various ways, but a rough 
index is the ratio of mer- 
chandise trade to GDP, up 
from 79% in 1994 to 84% 
last year. In other words, 
the value of imports and 
exports combined is 
becoming greater in pro- 
portion to the size of the 
economy as a whole. 

In particular, when the. 
peace process is finally 
back on track, Jordan's 
reformed foreign trade sys- 
tem stands to be a main 
beneficiary. In anticipation 
of these regional develop- 
ments and in the context of 
globalisation in general, 
tariff levels, the number of 
rates, and die degree of tar- 
iff differentials have been 
reduced. As a result, 
Jordan now has six tariff 
bands (zero, five, ten, 
twenty, thirty, and forty per 
cent). Exceptions are man- 


ufactured tobacco and 
tobacco substitutes (70- 
100%) and alcoholic 
drinks. (180%). The gov- 
ernment has also taken a 
number of measures to 
simplify Customs proce- 
dures, and a new Customs 
Law is -to be implemented 
at the start of 1999 in order 
to streamline import valua- 
tion and Customs clear- 
ance. (The maximum tariff 
rate had been due to drop 
to thirty per cent when the 
new Customs Law comes 
into effect, but this cut 
seems to have been post- 
poned.) Nevertheless, cus- 
toms is still an area where 
a lot needs to be sorted out, 
and not just in Jordan. 
There is almost always the 
greatest amount of viru- 
lence and bad feeling in 
private debate in business 
and government circles in 
many places in the Arab 
World (and beyond), on the 
relationship between 
Customs authorities and 
businesspeople. To listen 
to some Jordanians talk, if 
there ever was a 
Manichean, cosmic strug- 
gle between good and evil 
in the economy, it would 
be between Customs and 
traders. The trouble of 
course is that nobody is 
sure who the good guys are 
and who the wicked enemy 
is. In Jordan in particular, 
where the public sector is 
still boss. Customs offi- 
cials are often depicted as 
the Men in White Hats sav- 
ing the economy and soci- 
ety from smugglers and 
other crooks; on the other 
hand, many businessper- 
sons, with equal venom, 
describe Customs as the 
incarnation of wickedness, 
terrorising enlightened and 
benevolent types trying to 
make an honest living. 


Be that as it may, what is 
certain is that Customs 
administratioD plays a cru- 
cial role in the economy. In 
fact. Customs behaviour 
helps determine the effi- 
ciency of transit, import 
and export trade, thus 
affecting the country’s 
competitiveness. Customs 
is also responsible for 
helping to keep things like 
pornography and illegal 
drugs off the Jordanian 
market. In short. Customs 
administrators, like den- 
tists or undertakers, per- 
form an important task, 
even if they are unloved. 

So it will come as good 
news that registration, doc- 
umentation, and Customs 
procedures in Jordan con- 
tinue to undergo streamlin- 
ing and simplification 
through, for example, com- 
puterisation and decentrali- 
sation away from the head- 
quarters in Amman. The 
new Customs Law is 
designed to make the trade 
environment healthier for 
both the local and interna- 
tional trader. The measure 
will in fact reduce the dis- 
cretion of officials greatly, 
a problem at the heart of 
inefficiency in many 
Customs administrations, 
including Jordan’s. 

Customs officials in most 
of the region earn low pay. 
In other words, the salary 
scale is hardly a deterrent 
to bribes. Moreover, politi- 
cal patronage has reduced 
the formal merit system in 
most Arab Customs admin- 
istrations, further breeding 
inefficiency. 

Unfortunately, Arab gov- 
ernments in general and 
Jordan's in particular have 
less money to improve 
Customs salary scales; and 
whether the political will is 
there to curb patronage — 


in Amman and elsewhere 
— remains to be seen. 
Nevertheless, further 
reforms need to be 
addressed. 

The new Jordanian 
Customs Law is an impres- 
sive document based on 
the Automated System for 
Customs Declaration 
(ASYCUDA), developed 
by the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) 
as a core information soft- 
ware for Customs clear- 
ance. The bottom line is 
that the best computers and 
the nicest software may not 
help much if the human 
factor is problematic. As 
long as Customs officials 
are underpaid, and as long 
as they are regarded as 
bogeymen by the private 
sector (and vice versa), 
Jordan’s foreign trade will 
still have a major element 
of inefficiency in iL For 
the time being, higher 
salaries for Customs peo- 
ple may not be on the 
cards, and changes in cul- 
tural attitudes could take a 
generation. Nevertheless, a 
lot can be done through 
better regulations and other 
means by smart public 
officials working with 
enlightened business asso- 
ciations and professional 
media. Cynical readers 
may feel that by using 
adjectives like "smart,” 
“enlightened,” and "pro- 
fessional” to describe these 
groups, I must be talking 
about Outer Mongolia or 
some other place very far 
from Jordan. Maybe 
they're right, but Jordan’s 
economy has to be upgrad- 
ed to survive the coming 
wave of globalisation. 
Anyway,' the new Customs I 
Law looks like small ktep 
in the right direction. 


This is the final part of a three 
part series examining Jordan’s 
agricultural prospects. 
Khaireddin Shukri is the 
Chairman of Jordan’s 
Exporters and Producers 
Association for Fruits and 
Vegetables. 


OUT OF all the compo- 
nents of the agricultural 
production-exports chain, 
the transportation link is 
the key to the success of 
the whole operation. Be it 
air freight or inland trans- 
portation, Jordan has a lot 
of improvement to make to 
upgrade the current fleet 
On the air freight side RJ, 
the national carrier, has 
two 707s of which one will 
go out of the service soon. 
Total air freighted agricul- 
tural exports last year was 
3000 tonnes; around one 
per cent total volume of 
exports. The major prob- 
lem for RJ is getting a def- 
inite commitment from the 
exporter to fill the space 
allocated, plus a particular 
date and time. For the 
majority of the exporters, 
who export to the whole- 
sale markets in Europe, 
this is impossible, because 
of the market uncertainties 
for that particular market at 
any given date. 

As for those who export 
to supermarkets the story is 
different. Our major prob- 
lem here is the consistency 
of the carrier’s flights and 
times. I will simply loose 
my supermarket contract if 
Z do not show consistency 
and continuity in supplying 
them. A supermarket that 
turns over $50,000 per 
square metre per week will 
not accept any excuse for 
empty space, be it a 
delayed flight, a diverted 
one or even a cancelled 
flight. That is why 
exporters fight over space 
allocation on passenger 
flights which are more con- 
sistent. 

Royal Jordanian Cargo 
Department admit they 
have a problem in getting 
loads back and forth to 
their destinations — a 
problem that results ia 
losses on some routes, and 
subsequent price-hikes to 
cover part of those losses. 
In the past, they used to fly 
vegetables to Europe and 
fly back with fresh meat to 
Jordan. As imports of 
meats were restricted from 
Europe due to the BSE 
scare, the flight back to 
A mma n, is mostly empty. 
Instead, RJ is flying fresh 
meats from Khartoum to 
Amman now, with the 
flights going to Khartoum 
empty. 

No matter how big and 
efficient your air freight 


industry is, however, it will 
not satisfy the needs of 
massive agricultural 
exports to both eastern and 
western Europe. Inland 
transportation is the most 
feasible and important link 
in that regard. So far the 
use of Jordanian refrigerat- 
ed containers has been lim- 
ited to a couple of 
exporters because, out of a 
fleet of 800 refer trucks, 
only 14 meet the minimum 
requirements of fresh fruits 
and vegetables transporta- 
tion. Following are the 
major reasons why we as 
producers/exporters can- 
not, and will not use 
Jordanian refrigerated 
trucks: 

1) Unsuitable suspen- 
sions resulting in damaged 
and bruised produce. 

2) The internal dimen- 
sions of the trailers do not 
meet industry norms 
resulting in loads being un- 
palletised with a much 
higher cost per unit trans- 
ported and handled. 

3) Mechanical unreliabil- 
ity and outdated refrigera- 
tion/controlled environ- 
ment technology resulting 
in direct damage of the 
fresh produce transported. 

Due to the age of the fleet 
(15-25 years), exporters 
prefer to rent modern 
trucks mainly from 
Hungary, Turkey, and 
Romania, rather than 
Jordanian refrigerated 
trucks. But here also there 
is a problem, because we, 
as exporters, are prohibited 
by law from using foreign 
modem trucks: Jordanian 
law prohibits foreign 
trucks from loading 
Jordanian fresh produce if 
the truck's original destina- 
tion is hot Jordan. Thus, 
every month hundreds of 
trucks pass Jordanian terri- 
tory in-transit going back 
empty to Europe and we, 
the farmers and exporters, 
can not load any thin g on 
them. This same law pro- 
tecting Jordanian refriger- 
ated trucks is a major con- 
straint in developing the 
Jordanian fleet. As long as 
I, the truck owner, have a 
law forcing everybody to 
use only my piece of junk, 
why should I bother to 
Change it or improve it! 

Why should we, the farm-:, 
ers and- exporters pay. Jhe r 
price of protecting another 
sector? 
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THE FINANCIAL markets -,r.. . , 

things. One of them, it ,ni«Su s^ UOd Mun - V 
tot few weeks, is ftumblij!. he m! *** ,hc 
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backed by large amounts™ f hard"- ‘j! 'u VTn 
turned sour. Senior executives mTpc ^ 
[MG B annas have fallen on their J; B ? a ? d 
thundering herd of redundand.- f „ 'S on,s; ,hc 
Merrill Lynch arc onli thc l^mn^d^ ^ 

thousands of downsized jobs The n^rkT *” r 

ters of New York and the econotn , kc ? e, T 

of Washington alike have been left 

of egg on their faces. ^ plenty 

Sadly, there was little humilitv ,, n h , 
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annual meelmgs. There was quin- a bit d „- 1 
pride and some baek-uahbim- hut ■ mn . 
failure amongst all those pin-Mrinid JUS™ 
highly polished black OxlSnJv* cEfn^i Jnd 

Berne right is at die hean of tinam- a „ . 
nn.mrn. h is a world «£ v^ l * 1 
thjng, and there are no prizes for second nl .?. 

to is .he sell-prujeaed in,a s J uH ns^ , 
banking, and Long-Term CaniTal Man ... . . 
the hedge fund based in small town^GreJit- 
wtch. Connecticut, which had to be bail out 

,n J,fto" ^' S - . s?OVernnK *nt-lL-d lifeboat t«„ 
weeks ago. ^ m many ways the epitome of 
that culture. Established by John Meriwether. a 
former Salomon s bond analvst who «su\ 
regarded as little less than a Jei'iy bv many it 
traded on the microscopic differences ihat 

Trr 5 J'T s y curili ‘ ;s - A «*dgc fund 

like LTCM is trading for professionals- It is an 
esoteric business that carries allure and glam- 
our. but also mystique. Its 1 50 cniplovecsVere 
known as rocket scientists, a ie.siinton\ in the 
mathematics which, in theory, thes .substituted 
for the Jess precise judgements oi' their peers 
This was gambling as physics, and its protago- 
nists had big balls and bigger brains. With their 
capital of 54bn as securiiv thes borrowed 
another $I2Ubn. then used that' u» borrow 
around $1 trillion — a sum roughly equivalent 
to the gross domestic product tGDPi of China 
If the myth behind LTCM was powerful while 
it was alive, then in death it has become even 
more resonant. Here is a classical [raced), 
according to the Authorised Version: A compa- 
ny run by intellectual giants, reduced to noth- 
ing overnight by a sudden and incomprehensi- 
ble earthquake in the markets. 

There is something about the company that 
was very American. Its foundation was sci- 
ence. a kind of fundamentalist rationalism that 
placed ultimate faith in the fusion of science 
and markets. And it had a peculiarly American 
faith in its own judgements. This is a country 



] hat has nut lost a war. which emerged inio Hie 
proclaiming itself to be a oily on a hill, 
w hich saw us dominance underpinned bv vie- 
u ,r > *n World War II and then doubly uiulcr- 
luicd by the end of the Soviet Union* Putting 
up your hands and admitting that you got 
things wrong., that somehow you finished up 
on the losing side of an argument, is nut pan of 
the culture. 

At its best, this translates into a fierce and 
v iial optimism that disdains risk in the name of 
enterprise. At us worst, it is a fatal arrogance. 
Long-Term Capital Management — - the very 
name tempts fate, with' its solid, reliable 
promise oi a sale pair of hands — was pow- 
ered hv arrogance. It gave out an aura ufjssur- 
ance that was, in its last months, almost its 
only asset. Its underlying premise was that sci- 
ence. mathematics plus economics, had dis- 
covered the secrets of the financial universe, 
the underlying truths that drove markets. If one 
security went up. it was a sure bet dial another, 
linked one would go dow n. Of course, it was 
tar more complicated than that. You wouldn't 
understand. Give us the money and we'll turn 
it into a Kirtuite. Trust us. YVc are winners. 

And winners they were: There were two 
Nobel prize-winners in economics on die 
board, lor instance. Nobel prizes, for goodness 
sake) How can you go wrong? 

In the first place, they weren’t such wizards, 
even in the good times. They were reluming 
around 30-4(1 per cent in investors, which 
sounds a lot until you look at what financial 
markets were doing during this period. That is 
about w hat you would have got if you had sim- 
ply chucked your money into a fund tracking 
one of the big market indices and left it there. 
"With that sort of risk, you expect a belter 
return.” says one New York banker. In other 
words, all of that gravity-defying brilliance. 


the sheen of success, concealed a company 
which was basically pretty average. The spec- 
tacular teat which dies managed was to make 
money when die market was going up ap.J low 

it w hen it went down. If these were rocket sci- 
entists. then God help NASA. 

And as it turned out, they were quite a lot 
worse than average. When the good times 
stopped very abruptly, things went horren- 
dously wrong, but Werner Von Brauns at 
LTCM apparently stuck to their rockets and 
their equations. Tltesc equations, as it turned 
out. were wrong. Economics describes events 
in the past and assumes that these relationships 
will persist into ihe future. When ihc> don’t, 
good economists pick through the evidence 
and try in work out what went wrong. A good 
economist, like any guod theorist, tests 
assumptions against reality and discards theo- 
ries when the\ don't lit the evidence. Long- 
Term Capita! Management's Nobel laureates 
apparently couldn’t manage dial feat. When 
things went wrong they carried on regardless, 
stacking up the debt until no one would lend to 
them any more. 

Ol course, lhe> weren’t the only ones to 
botch the numbers. The economists at the IMF 
too, thought liiry knew the future. Their equa- 
tions told them that the vast flood ol capital out 
of emerging markets simply could not happen. 
No matter that these equations were, at best, 
ten years old. What happened, in the IMF’s 
view, was licit some vast shift took place in the 
space-time continuum. 

"Very large unprecedented movements," said 
Michael Mussa, the IMF's chief economist last 
week. "Ten standard deviations out in the dis- 
tribution. That is why Long-Term Capital 
Management got into the difficult) it did. We 
had a millennial event; that is. something 
which the probabilistic inoJel said would hap- 


pen once in a thousand years happened in 
August, and it caught some people a bit off 
guard." 

To hear everyone speak over the last week, 
you would think that we were discussing a 
medical prodigy. Everyone, led by the U.S. 
Treasury Secretary. Robert Rubin, calls this 
“con tag ton.” A bit like the Ebola virus. Except, 
of course, it wasn't. Markets arc just big 
crowds of people interacting with each oilier, 
and for die last five \ears ihev have been 
attending a particularly lively rave oft the 
M25. Then the drugs rah out and they rioted. 
The ring leaders were the people who helped 
shunt the capital around the world at the drop 
of a hat. 

The bankers, iu short, the chaps in the good 
suits and French cults at the Mayflower Hotel 
in Washington today were the rock throwers 
And the guys from LTCM, who got blown up 
by their own Molotov cocktail. 

As Paul krugman, the leading l : .S. econo- 
mist. put it in Slate, the online magazine. ”A 
realistic assessment of risk should take into 
account the possibility of these large, low- 
probability events — in effect, should allow 
for the reality that now and then shit does 
indeed happen." 

But the wizards ai LTCM. so the story goes, 
forgot about reality. They treareJ the statistical 
distributions found by their computers, based 
on data from a period when shit didn't happen, 
as if they represented the entire universe of 
possibilities. 

“As a result, they greatly understated the risk 
to which they were exposing both their 
investors and those who lent them money." 
And in return, the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York moved in and propped up LTCM, 
bullied some of its friends into buying the 
thing and dealing it with in gentlemanly fash- 


ion No revolver and a glass of brandy for Mr. 
Meriwether, just back to the nice house in the 
Connecticut countryside. LTCM was too big to 
lei it go, they said, luo important. 

Moral hazard is a technical term in banking 
to describe what happens when bad decisions 
get rewarded, and moral hazard is what is at 
stake in YY'ashington. Long-Term Capital Man- 
agement got bought out by the big American 
commercial banks, because it would haye been 
too dam aging to those same banks il it hud 
been flushed'down the toilet lo join the thou- 
sands of smaller bunks, shipyards, coal mines, 
corner shops and farms that have ended up in 
the cess pit of global capitalism in the past few 
years. 

They were expendable; the men in the Mer- 
cedes weren't, because they lived in Connecti- 
cut. not Uisun, Surabaya or Vladivostok. For 
heavens' sake! These are our friends, went the 
cry in Old Greenwich. That's David Mullins, 
who used to be at the Fed himself! Why. we 
had them over for cocktails just last week! 

Maybe all of the bankers who put their own 
life savings into LTCM. and the banks which 
followed and then propped it up. were just 
being nice. Or maybe they were being dumb. 
Or maybe they knew that, in the end. Uncle 
Sam would always be there for them, it not tor 
anyone else. 

• : Ol‘ course" says Mr. Krugman. "if you 
believe that big. * supposedly sophisticated 
players can be that foolish — or. lor that mat- 
ter, if you believe thjt they are not foolish but 
Jo foolish things because the government will 
always hail them out — you start to wonder 
whether our whole financial structure is as 
sound as we like to imagine. Did somebody 
say 'crony capitalism".*" 

The argument of the last decade has been that 
markets arc everything. You can't buck the 
market, because thai is what defines the truth. 
If you believe thai shares in Bucklos: Broad- 
casting should be worth more than they are 
because the company is a miracle, and ev cry - 
one else thinks differently, then you're wrong. 

It doesn’t matter whether your lamily have 
mined coal here for a hundred years, there'- 
cheaper stuff around. The market is the only 
tiling tlut defines the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. 

All hail the market. It is the moving finger 
which writes on the wall, and if you don't fol- 
low its dictates, then screw you. As it turns out. 
that does not apply to dumb people who 
messed up in Connecticut, if they went to the 
right colleges. It sounds bad. it looks bad. and 
it smells even worse. 


— The InJe;'cncicnt 



The Robot Rat (photo David Mansell) 


Robot Rat helps 
brain research 


By Liz Clark 

London Press Sen-ice 

THE HUMAN brain is still 
a mystery in many wavs 
and scientists all over the 
world are working hard to 
unlock its complex secrets. 

At University College 
London (UCLK research 
fellow Dr. Neil Burgess 
uses a small robot (pic- 
tured) to help him under- 
stand the intricacies of the 
navigational and memory- 
aspects of the brain and 
how they work. 

He designed it to simulate 
the behaviour of a rat as h 
roams around foraging tor 
food. Totally unratlike in 
appearance, the small robot 
does act in a very similar 
way to a rodent getting its 
bearings in an unfamiliar 
environment. 

The researcher has com- 
bined investigations using 
the rat with experiments 
involving a computer game. 
The blood flow in the 
brains of human volunteer 
as they "wandered around 
a highly realistic virtual 


reality 

known 


primarily 
their way 
world- 

established 


town in a well- 
same was moni- 
tored to assess what was 
eoing on in their heads as 
they did so. The results pro- 
duced indicated that human 
and rai brains share more in 
common than had previous- 
ly been thought. 

’ it was known that rats 
used a certain pan of the 
brain, the hippo campus. 

for navigating 
around their 
ii had also been 
that humans 
used that "ante area ol ihe 
bruin for a different func- 
tion: To remember events. 

It was demonstrated that 
while finding their way 
around the vinual town, iht 
hlood Bow in the brains ol 
the volunteers was being 
diverted 10 the hippo cam- 
pus. suggesting thai a sense 
of space, as well as the 
human's special sense of 
lime, help us to remember 
what happened m die paM- 
Dr. Burgess '^ hopeful that 
in the lumre. based on l he 
work he has done on tbe rat 
and its navigational skills. 


he will be able lo .simulate 
human memory on a com- 
puter. 

This study is but one in an 
extensive range of research 
projects in the field ol neu- 
roscience being undertaken 
at University College Lon- 
don. Burgess is a member 
of the Institute of Cognitive 
Neuroscienee (ICN) set up 
in 1990 to facilitate collab- 
oration and intellectual 
interactions between mem- 
bers of UCL’s many strong 
groups involved in cogni- 
tive neuroscience. 

The institute has “formed 
twinning links with other 
cognitive neuroscience 
institutions, for instance in 
the United Stales and in 
France. A new unit linked 
to ICN was recently 
launched. This is the Gais- 
by Computational Neuro- 
>cience Unit, in which 
some of the world’s best 
theoreticians in cognitive 
neuroscience are working 
to crack the mystery of the 
brain by creating computer 
models, using the latest 
tools and techniques. 


Cloudy future for 
solar energy 


By Mike Crawley 
and 

Susanna Salafia 

IN RURAL areas of Zim- 
babwe, there is plenty of 
sun but not much elecmcity. 

That’s about to change. 
Zimbabwe is on a push to 
get solar energy systems 
inlo its villages. 

At the forefront is a new 
projeet lo supply 25U rural 
schools and 250 rural clin- 
ics throughout the country 
with photovoltaic systems, 
which produce electric cur- 
rent from solar energy, 
burning no fuel and causing 
no pollution. It’s to be paid 
for by Italy’s Foreign 
Affairs Ministry at a cost of 
16 billion lira. 

Unfortunately, projects 
like this are few and far 
between. Despite solar 
power’s potential to replace 
some of the traditional fos- 
sil fuel energy sources 
being blamed lor global 
warming, and its ability to 
provide power in places that 
have little or no access to a 
national electricity grid, 
photovoltaic systems have 
not taken off on u large 
scale in ilie developing 
world. 

The World Bank and the 
U.N. Development Pro- 
gramme are certainly talk- 
ing about promoting renew- 
able energy sources. In 
recent annual reports, the 
World Bank has trumpeted 
what it calls its Photovoltaic 
Market Initiative for dis- 
seminating solar energy. 
UNDP is also pushing solar 
energy through its World 
Solar Programme, which 
starred in 1996 and encom- 
passes more than 300 
renewable energy projects 
in 73 countries. 

But experts in ihe field 
say the development heavy- 
weights are in reality doing 
little to encourage solar 
energy. 

“Most of the multilateral 
development banks are 
lending money for fossil 
fuels instead of renew- 
ables.” says Conn Millais, 
solar campaign coordinator 


for Greenpeace in London. 

The big funding bodies 
tend to invest in large-scale 
projects, while photovoltaic 
systems fit the needs of 
small-scale rural users, says 
Amui-Lce Amin, a doctoral 
researcher at the University 
of Sussex Science Polic) 
Research Unit. 

“In no way could a person 
who wants a solar house 
system could get a soft loan 
from the World Bank 
because it’s just too small," 
Amin says. 

She says rural people's 
limited access to credit is 
one of the key issues block- 
ing more widespread use of 
photovoltaic systems. 

As with all of its funding. 
World Bank loans for solar 
energy come with condi- 
tions that may not be easy to 
meet, ranging from long- 
term land leases to privati- 
sation of national electricity 
systems. 

The comfort of familiarity 
can also prompt founders to 
stick with the status quo and 
shiver at the risk of shifting 
to new technologies. 

But the imemational 
development funding bod- 
ies aren’t the only obstacles 
facing solar power. 

There’s strong political 
pressure on governments — 
both from users and suppli- 
ers — to subsidise tradition- 
al fuel sources such as 
kerosene, giving it a greater 
price advantage over solar 
energy. 

Although major oil com- 
panies like Shell and BP 
talk of major increases in 
their renewable energy 
investments, Millais says 
iheir claims need to be mea- 
sured in comparison to their 
massive emphasis on non- 
renewable sources. 

Per-capiia consumption of 
electricity in the developing 
world more than doubled 
between 1980 and 1995. In 
Zimbabwe, per capita con- 
sumption of electricity is 
925 kilowatt hours annual- 
ly, compared with the aver- 
age in the developed coun- 
tries of more than 7,500 
kilowatt hours. 


The government has 
wanted for years to replace 
the use of candles and 
kerosene lamps in rural area 
of the country with photo- 
voltaic systems. In addition 
to the minimal environmen- 
tal impact, it’s easier to 
install the systems than 
bring dearie current from 
urban areas. 

The spots chosen for the 
Zimbabwean project have 
one of the world’s highest 
annual amounts of solar 
radiation, says J.C. 
Battaglia. director of 
Agmin. the Italian procure- 
ment agency issuing the bid 
for installing the systems. 
He says the systems can 
operate lor up to eight days 
without sun. 

Some success with solar 
energy has been seen in 
India, which has an entire 
government ministry devot- 
ed to non-conventional 
energy sources. There's also 
the India Renewable Energy 
Development Agency, 
whieh channels World Bank 
loans to projects, and the 
government-funded Rural 
Electrification Corp. In 
some parts of India, entre- 
preneurs are increasingly 
stepping in to meet the 
demand for small-scale 
solar power. 

But in South Africa, pho- 
tovoltaic use has declined in 
recent years, something that 
Amin says was brought 
about by central govern- 
ment policies that interfered 
with the operation of small- 
scale local suppliers. 

The European Union 
(EU ) has set a target of gen- 
erating 12 per cent of elec- 
trical power through renew- 
able sources by 2010. 

The U nited States and 
Japan are currently the 
world leaders in developing 
photovoltaic cells, while the 
EU runs the Valoren project 
lo test photovoltaic technol- 
ogy. All are looking for 
export markets, and are 
gradually turning more 
attention to the developing 
world. 

— Gemini News 



Of cornflakes 
and PCs 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

"PICK UP your PC and 
your cereals at the same 
time, from the same stores” 
read a recent ad in an Eng- 
lish computer magazine. 
Has* the PC really Income 
such a common consumer 
staple, or is it what manu- 
facturers want us to 
believe? In many aspects 
the PC has truly become a 
very popular product. It is 
everywhere and it does a 
thousand jobs. Computer 
performance is going up 
every three or four months 
and prices are going down 
virtually every week. The 
machine has also become 
much easier to opcraie ihao 
before. 

This being said. 1 do not 
think it belongs on the 
same shelf as even the tasti- 
est cereals. Not even next 
to ihe most sophisticated 
stereo system. Any way 
you look at a modem per- 
sonal computer, you will 
still sec a piece of equip- 
ment that is difficult to set 
up, that is constantly under 
the threat of a software or 
hardware failure, of virus 
attacks and all ihe series of 
problems that can arise as a 
consequence of human 
errors in operating it. Not 
to mention software that is 
difficult to operate and new 
peripherals — modems, 
joysticks, printers — 
impossible to connect to 
older hardware. 

There are, however, two 
ways to use PCs and the 
first one does indeed make 
the system look much sim- 
pler than the second. In the 
first case, the user accepts 
the computer as the vendor 
sets it for him. He uses it 
"normally,” avoids any 


changes he i> no: sure of. 
reluctantly installs new 
programme*., browses the 
Internet with extreme cau- 
tion. and general l> '•peak- 
ing di>es nor try to explore 
unchartcred paths. He 
rarely makes the system 
crash and needs to call the 
technical people once a 
year only. For him the PC 
is a simple, virtually trou- 
ble-free device. 

In the second scenario, 
the user considers it a must, 
a duty, to experiment with 
any piece of software he 
can put his hand on. Who 
cares where il comes from, 
if it’s all bugged, not tested 
yet. impossible to uninstall 
af terwards, or even what it 
does ai all? He thinks that 
the wax Windows was set 
up isn't the best and tries 
hard to "improve" things. 
For this category of users 
system crash is a weekly if 
not a daily routine. 
Besides, reformatting a 
hard disk, installing and 
reinstalling all the huge 
applications over and oxer 
is such a pleasure! There is 
no doubt that for the first 
type of users the PC is clos- 
er to a cereal box than it is 
for the second. Neverthe- 
less, the idea of storing and 
displaying computers with 
boxes of eomfhikes may 
seem a bit exaggerated. But 
all of us PC users, from 
computer professionals to 
laymen, would love lo see 
the advent of a PC as sim- 
ple to operate and keep as 
say a wrisivvatch or a radio- 
cassette. 

But as impressive as die 
computer popularisation 
process has been in the past 
decade, I believe the PC 
will still require a shelf on 
its own for a long time. 
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Expatriates in Arab Gulf states 
first to be hit by low oil prices 


U.S. Congress approves $1 8b for IMF 


DUBAJ (AFP) — As low 
oil revenues rock tbe Arab 
Gulf states those hardest 
hit will be the milli ons of 
foreign workers, mostly 
Asians, who make op the 
bulk of the workforce, 
economists said Wednes- 
day. 

In the last two years 
alone, at least three quarters 
of a million illegal inuni- 
grants have been expelled 
from the six Gulf Coopera- 
ion Council iGCO stares 
through amnesties or gov- 
ernment crackdowns. 

Although Gulf govern- 
ments are reluctant to give 
official or accurate figures 
for the number of expatriate 
workers, unofficially there 
are about 10 million oat of 
a total Gulf population of 
about 25 milli on. 

The majority of the for- 
eign workers in GCC 
nations come from India. 
Pakistan, Bangladesh. Iran. 
Afghanistan and the Philip- 
pines. 

On Tuesday, GCC’s Sec- 
retary General Jamil A1 
Hujailan voiced what many 
in the Gulf feel — that the 
number of expatriate work- 
ers living in the Gulf region 
is becoming a social, eco- 
nomic and political “dan- 
ger." 


“They pose grave social, 
economic and political 
problems that could grow 
more complicated in tbe 
future. If the number of 
expatriates continues to 
grow, it will be difficult, 
very difficult, to resolve 
these problems." Hujailan 
said. 

The heavily oil-dependent 
GCC states of Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman. Qatar. 
Saudi Arabia and the Unit- 
ed Arab Emira tes (UAE) 
have also encouraged or 
forced legally resident for- 
eign workers to leave. 

Faced with falling oil rev- 
enues and rising popula- 
tions, most states have 
severely curtailed hiring 
foreigners into the public 
sector and have barred 
expatriates from some jobs 
altogether. 

"In this era of dec linin g 
oil revenues where about 40 
per cent of Gulf nationals 
are 15 years-old or under, 
there is a growing need to 
create jobs for nationals,” a 
Kuwait-based economist 
said. 

“Unless those jobs are 
found there is a real threat 
of social and political prob- 
lems. The pressure is on, 
we have no choice but to 
reduce foreign labour.” he 


said. 

But many are now finding 
that the public sector can no 
longer absorb any more 
nationals and have institut- 
ed laws requiring private 
sector companies to hire 
ever greater number of 
nationals. 

"Most employers only see 
the short-term benefit since 
foreigners are cheaper chan 
nationals. But overall there 
is a huge net loss because 
the government has to pay 
for things like health care 
and subsidised utilities." 
said a Saudi-based econo- 
mist. 

“You also have to consid- 
er the cost of remittances 
from foreign workers in the 
Gulf, which must run into 
the tens of billions of dol- 
lars." he said. 

As oil prices continue at 
their lowest levels for a 
decade and even the most 
optimistic see little chance 
of a recovery before the end 
of next year, foreign work- 
ers have become a sensitive 
issue. 

Kuwait has a population 
of 2.2 million, of which 
only 759.000 ( 34 per cent) 
bold citizenship, while for- 
eigners account for as much 
as 85 per cent of the UAE’s 
2.4 million population. 


Official estimates put the 
number of expatriates in 
Saudi Arabia at about a 
third, of the IS million- 
strong population and in 
Oman foreigners represent 
about one third of the 1.5 
million population. 

In Qatar, e xp atr ia tes rep- 
resent about four-fifths of 
the total population of 
about 522,000 and about 40 
per cent of Bahrain’s popu- 
lation of 620.000 are for- 
eigners. 

But economists say the 
real force for change in the 
Gulfs demographics will 
not be expulsions or the 
nationalisation of jobs but a 
change in altitude from 
Gulf nationals. 

Despite the new barriers, 
most private sector firms 
still prefer hiring foreigners 
since most are prepared to 
endure conditions and 
salary levels that most Gulf 
Arabs would find unaccept- 
able. 

"Attitudes must change so 
that no job is considered 
shameful and anyone who 
contributes to the economy 
is considered a good citi- 
zen. 

There has been enough 
pampering,” the Saudi- 
based economist said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Tbe U.S. Congress voted' 
Wednesday to hand over 
$18 bMon to the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fond 
(IMF), ensuring the lending 
agency is flush with cash to 
ban out the next wave of 
crisis-hit economies. 

The final vote, by the 
Republican-led Senate, 
capped a year of heated 
congressional debate over 
IMF funding, depleted by 
mdtibilhonHdolIar rescue 
loans for Russia and three 
Asian states. 

The vote was a major vic- 
tory for the White House 
over the IMF’s congres- 
sional opponents, wary of 
the institution's lending 
policies and secretive ways. 
Some lawmakers bad 
threatened to give only $3.4 
billion to the IMF. Others 
wanted to cut off all U.S. 
funding. 

But in the end, many crit- 
ics agreed to support the 
IMF out of fear the global 
financial crisis would 
unde rmine the economy ar 
home. Tbe crisis, which 
started in T hailand in July 
1997, has spread across 
Asia and Russia to Brazil 
and other Latin American 
nations. 

The $18 bfifion. part of a 
$500 billion catchall gov- 
ernment spending b3L was 
approved by 65 to 29 with- 
out debate. The House 


approved the package on 
Tuesday on a vote of 333 to 
95. 

The 7 White House said 
President Bill CDnton, who 
bad lobbied lawmakers for 
mo nths to approve die IMF 
cash, would sign the legis- 
lation into law. 


Ip exchange for die IMF 
money, the Clinton admin- 
istration agreed to work 
with other Group of Seven 
industrial nations to posh 
through changes in the way 
the fund does business. 

The legislation calls for 
the IMF to charge crisis-hit 


countries more for emer- 
gency loans, to tfemahd 
quicker repayment oil some 
credits and to give the gab* 
lie and the Congress more 
information about its policy 
decisions- 


(Continued on page 9) 
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• Currencies & 
USD.t DEM~ 


US Dollar 
DEUaric 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Grider 
FR Franc 


1*438 

0*083 

1*995 2*945 

07423 121*6 

0.0086 1*052 

0*431 1*485 

0*006 1*122 
0*395 88*0 


0.1814 0.2982 


Cross Rates 
GBP CHF~ 
0*884 1*471 
0*578 0*199 

2.7905 

0*360 

0*027 1.1516 

0*799 0*619 

0*620 0*830 

0*171 72*7 

0.1067 24*400 


Prices; 
CAP 
1*550 
0*458 
2*427 
1.1 536 
1*293 


1*3 

1390*3 

63*2 

21.19 


as at - — 

m_ 

1623*0 

987*5 

2758*8 

1203*6 

13*7 

1037.76 


21/10/98 19*9 
HLG FRF~ 
1*537 5*112 


1.1279 3*528 

3.1509 9*679 


137*6 4*869 

158*7 4.7TI1 

I. 1829 3*160 

II. 42. 3*938 

2*723 

33*300 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


f US Doffar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Riyat 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Em irates Dinar 
Lebanesa/1000 


9*485 

1*304 

12*722 

1*211 

2*378 

1.1023 


I HP 
1501*0 
2117*7 
400*6 
3982*7 
412*2 
4993*5 
408*2 


Peacemaking sets tone at Palestinian stock market 


NABLUS, West Bank (R) 
— The Palestinian stock 
market is measuring its 
fortunes by the pace of 
peacemaking between 

Israel and the Palestini- 
ans. 

“In the beginning of this 
year, daily trading reached 
one million dollars but in 
the last few months it has 
fallen to three hundred 
thousand,” Safwan 

Bataina. general manager 


of the Palestine Securities 
Exchange fPSE), told 
Reuters this week. 

He said the drop in vol- 
ume mirrored a fall in 
peace activity that 
resumed in earnest only 
last week with the open- 
ing of an Israeli-Paiestm- 
ian peace summit in the 
United States. 

But he said the number 
of shares traded on the 
PSE. which operates two 


The French Cultural Centre presents 
"Georges Dandin* by Motfere : : 

The play will be subtitled ^Arsine 
thanks to prompted* 
on Sunday 25/10/1998 at&p.m. artge 
Royal Cultural Centre 


Tickets (5JD) still avaiMMe attfre 
French Cultural Centre d . - 
Tel: 46 37 009 . f ... 

and the Crown Hotel Tel r 47 58 y 
Sponsored by the Crown Hotel. 


weekly sessions on Sun- 
days and Wednesday, was 
still higher than during the 
same period a year ago. 

In its latest session on 
Wednesday, Palestinian 
stocks closed slightly 
higher in weak trading, 
the PSE said. 

The PS£ T s general index 
was up 0.86 points, or 
0.54 per cent, at 160.27 on 
volume of 45.08S shares 
valued at 291,907 Jordan- 
ian dinars against 65.410 
shares valued at 181,976 
dinars traded on Sunday. 

Shares in six of the 20 
firms traded on the bourse 
changed hands on 
Wednesday, with two 
gainers and four losers. 

Palestine Real Estate 
Investment Co. suffered 
the steepest fall, dropping 
3.49 per cent to 0.83 
dinars. Palestine Invest- 
ment & Development reg- 
istered the biggest gain, 
climbing 4.35 per cent to 
0.72 dinars. 

"People will invest if 
they think that the peace 
process will advance but 
if they are pessimstic they 
will hesitate,” Bacaina 
said. “But despite ail the 
difficult conditions. I can 


say that what we have 
been doing was a mira- 
cle." 

The PSE started opera- 
tion in February 1997, 
accompanied by the 
licensing of Palestinian 
brokerage firms. 

Twenty-eight companies 
are Listed on the exchange, 
which is based in the self- 
ruled city of Nablus in the 
West Bank. Trading is 
conducted in dollars or 
dinars in the absence of a 
Palestinian currency. 

Bataina said investment 
and trading were strongly 
restrained not only by the 
faltering political process 
over the past months but 
also by Israel’s heavy 
restrictions on the move- 
ment of people and goods 
to and from, die West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Under interim peace 
deals. Israel controls bor- 
der crossings into Pales- 
tinian self-ruled areas. 
Citing security concerns, 
it has frequently imposed 
closures which Palestini- 
ans have denounced as 
collective punishment that 
cripples their economy. 

Brokers at the PSE said 
the state of the peace 


process was the main fac- 
tor influencing volume — 
what one trader described 
as “uncontrollable risk." 
But they also complained 
about the absence of legis- 
lation dealing with trade 
and investment. 

“We have a great short- 
age of laws. We are in 
need of a complete pack- 
age of legislation to 
organise the work of com- 
panies. taxis and banks 
and which encourages 
investors," said Nabil 
Join’ a, head - trader at 
United Securities compa- 
ny. 

Jom’a said trading was 
based on a 1964 Jordanian 
law, in addition to regula- 
tions set by the PSE. 

Mohammad Salama, a 
broker at Global Security 
Company, said a new 
investment law was need- 
ed so that foreign 
investors could feel they 
had “a secure ground for 
bringing money in." 

Bataina said the drop in 
volume had caused losses 
at some brokerage houses, 
and caused investors 
uncertainty. 
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Mid-East Currencies 


USD DEM GBP 


0*666 0*384 0.15689 0*5945 

0*723 0*4765 0.16021 0*6705 
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2*507 3*726 1*063 l 2.7638 
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Lead (3 Months) 498 498* 

MonflisI 4000 4000 


USD 

5*194 

GBP 

7*123 

JPY 

0*455 
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3*950 

FRF 

3*000 
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1*500 
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Index ] 

Value 

Chuff 

NewYorfc 

DOW JONES 

8470*6 

-35*9 

Newyork 

S&P500 

1061* 

-2*3 
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FT-SE100 

5206* 

-45 
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14216*3 

408*8 
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CAC40 
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-51*4 
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DAX 

4523*4 

-72*8 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Salt drink flavor 
5 Abandon 
10 Firepower 

14 Touched down 

15 Rarasftic pest 

16 Carla of 
‘Cheers’ 

17 Doctors orders 

20 Soft metal 

21 Umps 1 cousins 

22 CUturaJ values 

23 Sonnet stanzas 
25 Map of 

developer's lots 

27 Mooncalf 

28 Musical 
intervals 

32 Take on 

35 Mob melee 

36 Pub offering 

37 Doctor's orders 

41 Teacher of 
Samuel 

42 Affectetfly 
nonchalant 

43 Fred or Grade 

44 Perceives 

47 Bikini top 

48 Various 

functions 

49 Predptefion 

protection 

53 Offering at the 
Met 

56 Compass 
direction 

57 Kimono sash 

58 Doctor's orders 

62 Salacious stare 

63 Putter Palmer 

64 For two, in 
music 

65 Blunders 

66 Faceted 

67 Fast planes, for 
short 
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By Gerald R. Ferguson 
Portland, OR 


10 Cave 

11 Casus 


DOWN 

1 Plays' players 

2 Stan's comic 
partner 

3 Mortgage 
attachments 

4 Gobbled 

5 Palls as ice 

6 Hairdos 

7 Carpets 

8 Last of a cigar 

9 Family dog 


12 Rex Stout's 

Wolfe 

13 Sauczness 
IS Magician^ 

word 

19 Wfermup 

24 Bugle can 

25 Absentee ballot 

26 Less caloric, in 

ark; 

28 Statfium levels 

29 Brad 

30 Otherwise 

31 Spotted 

32 Matured 

33 Sub shop 

34 SftgerRedtfing 

35 Straps toa 
horse's bit 

38 Stable female 

39 Uncorrenon 
occ u rr en ce 

4Q Family group 

45 Doctors, at 
trees 

46 Jacob's twin 
brother 


□HQH □□□HQ □□□□ 

anas assHsa nmm 
□ooq HEnma □□&□ 

□□□□11 □□□□□BOBS 
WM H0BQS BHD M 
□□□□am rananaanii 
□00 HEQHE BI2HSO 
□□□a QEDBEI □□□□ 

eejqbh ebbed nan 

□□□□□□QQ □□□□□□ 
■ □□□ EDBOE ■ 
BEQQEEEEE □□□□□ 
HQBB EBQBE □□□□ 
BQE3B OC1EH1E OE3QE 
□EDE □□□□□ BEEE 


47 Moistened 
periodically 

49 Do up 
shoelaces 

50 Gangsters 

51 Approximately 

52 Ocean motion 

53 Look long and 
lustffy 


54 Docking place 

55 At any time 

56 Magician’s 
stick 

59 de deux 

(dance {feet) 

60 Ffertof TGIF 

61 Notes of 
musical scales 


“My new gym membership came 
with a free set of ab decals!* 
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service 


Ana: THE 


LJLXXXj 


Now arrange the ckdad tetters to 
form trie surprise answer, as sat?' 
Bested by the above cartoon. 


Saturday's 


(Answers trowaow) ! 
Jumbles: NSA/SY FAINT CHISEL FIRING- (■ 
Ai}SMBr - ™etour of the wneyard amounted to this— j 
A "WHINE" FEST 
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Areview of news from thfArabic'press 
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** YOUSEF MANSUR, head 01' the fcehiiica 
1 uni! at the Munuiy ol Planning, said in j j t . ' 

^■hich have not been implemented umil now 
such as die law t« Jr hy^iheeaiiim current 
che ana-monopoly law and the p ri v Jl!salio ,; 

^ described av ti* m.** j! 
without which the economic engine would 
turn. 

As such, he added, it Ls premature in evaluate 
- A ^ economic adjustment m, 

+. P*™ 1 * w . hlch would not be complete until die 
^ part rtflufed to the privatisation process is C ni„. 

' * ptoed. Mansur indicated that the proenunnK.- 
tjj followed by the Kingdom gives ercaf j mp , ir . 
Ij, unce U the supply side of the market c «r. m oWr 
i . words, the production side. 

; He explained that the supply side phil^pi* 
£ is bused on reforming market imhalonce.-. us j 
1 • way to remedy the economic situaii. > n and raise 
the level of prosperity. "This can he achieved 
through improving productivity anJ. .suhv- 
quently. higher income, savings and imest- 
menus that would lead to creating emptovmem 
opportunities," Mansur pointed out. 

The planning official pointed out Uui tiie nh ki 
important Haw against this school of tlrougiu is 
the king-term effect* or results which cannot he 
reaped in a short period. He explained that the 
reforms proposed by this school of thought doc-, 

' icafiir 001 a ? tf ^ w ^rher s pay or the return on cap- 
P ital directly but would rather improve tile con- 
dilions that, at a later stage, lead ro such urjctv 
“This is a process that takes time depending on 
the variable and the environment wlterv the 


cluuige occur..’’ Mansur sjhI. 

Nuung dial die Mobility <if tlie ctinvncy is tsie 
Ol Hie iihtsi imi»..nant pilLus of tin* evwjBimie 
•ujusluicnt pmerjninie. M.msur stressed that 
die ihnar s sLihjIiiy \lhtulj he maiutiuncf/ espe- 
s 'ally us the inflation is still in a stable condition. 

"In tills come si. we slmuld set .tsiik* the nmn- 
cLirv schtM il as under all circumstances is 
-unoiig die weakest [Julicies to tackle economic 
rcccvsion cliurac'tenscd hv a ri e in uneuinlnv- 
nk-nt" lie added. 

\luiiMir rivomr? icndcd using both economic 
Hicies whereby long-term .md dhHi-ienu 
objcelites be Lirgctcd As such, lie siid dial die 
r * 'le ol market should he activated tin long-lenn 
result .uid at the muiic rime cxpinil .ind deepen 
spending l> ■ the extent ol encuurugmg spending 
b> tiie cun -aimers, die government or (he 
mve-aors. 

He culled lor higher spending even ifth.it is at 
die expense ol highei indebtedness hut, on eon- 
ditiou dut the spending he on development pro- 
jects with high economic return in die medium- 
and long-term in unler to he ahlo to reficty tin* 
lu.ms ami uneicsi in die fntuie. 

Mansur said tile adjiisiuient programme 
uinicd at reforming the Hade sector and (Ik- leg- 
islative environment in addition to bundling 
die privatisation process and refomung the 
linunLiul sector which cm ere 

1 1 Boosting die eliieieney of tlie banking, sec- 
tor and improving its compeuiivuy. 

- 1 Providing a larger portion at financing for 
acquisition «»r lending purposes on medinm- 
and king -ten u KimmAI Dustour + Al Ra'it. 


Visa says 
Guif Arab 
spending 
with card 
doubles 

DUBAI <R» — Visa card 
expenditure m Arab 
Gulf Males mure than 
doubled lit SI : * 5 billion 
in the year lo June IWK, 
Visa International has 
said. 

A company statement 
said spending by Visa 
cardholders in Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab 
Limrates. Kuwait. 

Bahrain, Qatar and 
Oman rose SO.S 4 * per 
cent from Sri.b billion at 
the end of June. I*>V7. 

The number of Visa 
credit cards held in the 
largely cjsh- based 
region increased hv 2fi.7 
per cent lo 2.JS million 
in June of ihts year. 

The average transac- 
tion value was highest m 
Kuwait at SJ5S. lol- 
lowed by Qatar with 
$2 l J t > and' Saudi A tahia 
with S267. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) You’re learning about 
money' in the coniine phase: 

Figure out whar you could do 
with it and consider yourself 
the caretaker and protector of 
it, and of others through iL 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20 » You're putting up a good light 
but need to reassess the situation. Is this really necessary? If 
you'll get stronger or closer to your goals hy joining forces with 
another, do so now. If you think you’ll simply be a pawn in 
someone else’s game, there’s still time to escape. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 2 1 ) This would be a good day to get 
a job you love, if you don’t have one already. Concentrate on 
taking care of others. You’re in a good learning phase, so even 
if this is awkward initially, it'll get easier. Make" the other person 
fed li ke roy alty and you will be the one who’s rewarded. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You and your loved ones 
should be getting some issues resolved. Make sure* you have pri- 
vacy, then speak your mind. That seems so simple, but finding 
the right time and place will be more difficult. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ; If this week’s horoscopes :dl sound 
pretry much alike, that’s because they pretty' much are. You may 
think, the project you’re getting into is overw helming, but don't 
wonry. You’ll learn how to do it, and you'll do a good job. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're right on the edge 
of a new adventure. You can count on a few surprise, but basi- 
cally you can make a plan that will work. What would you do if 
you could do anything at all? What do you want to be when 
grow up? Even if you’re 65. there’s still time, if you hurry. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) It’s hard for you to pick 
one of your many skills and practice it long enough to get real- 


HOROSCOPE 
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ly good al it. Bui ny. Skirt 
pushing yourxcll in llut direc- 
tion. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 io 

— — - — .. . .'.I. : . November 2 1 1 There are peo- 

By Linda C. Black, Tribune .Media Services, Inc. \ pie you’d like to get hack at for 
" “ ’ ” things tlvy did to you. How 

about just forgiving tlieni .’ Nali! The nwrc you can ge* riil » if, the 
lighter you’ll be. ;ind the more power you’ll access. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You lute 
being pinned down, and dial’s ex;icdy wlial's being asked of 
you. Now dial you recognise the minister, you can lace it and 
ask it for a gill. Meanwhile, slop lighting this lesson. It’s gvwd 
for you. 

CAPRICORN: ( December 22 to January 20) You l'ecl like par- 
tying. You're running into people you liavcn't seen in years and 
want In spend more lime with them. You’ve worked hard 'atcly, 
so see if you can lighten up a little. There’s going to be a big 
assignment toinurrow, but you might be able to arrange a little 
playtime now. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 lo February 19) You and your male 
arc looking nwich better You might e\wi be coming up with 
some ideas that will work. Dccudtms you make during this 
phase will be solid anil well thought oul Indeed, il will be 
impossible to roach an agreement before everyone's side has 
been lieani 

PISCES: (February' 20 to March 20) You’ve been thinking 
about whai you’d bring about if you could have anything you 
want. Once you work out tithe fantasy, figure out how you’re 
going lo pay for il. A creer advancement is possible, starting 
tomorrow. Entertain the notion. K could be the veiy change you 
need to get where you v.ini li» go. 
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.510 

UNIV. MOOS.ZNDS. 

9.9 

9.68 

5 

3250 

1983 

.60 

.62 

.02+ 


.890 

.480 

006. IK3S .AXSOCSCKS 

9 

0.00 

3 

850 

408 

.49 

■ 4B 

.01- 

9 

1.960 

1.200 

NATL. cMLcairu 

a.3 

8.47 

3 

1400 

1652 

1.20- 

- trlB 

.02- ‘ 


z.oao 

.600 

JO*. NEW CABLE CO. 

8.7 

16.13 

1 

100 

62 

.62 

.62 

- 


1.960 

1.190 

SL -LAX REACT WEAK 

41.5 

0.30 

2 

1250 

1475 

1.19 

1.18 

.01- 

S 

I.ilO 

.910 

INTL. TOBACCO 

7.3 

5.61 

10 

1500 

1560 

1.04 

1.04 

_ 


.890 

.660 

JORDAE STEEL 

9.7 

8.05 

1 

1000 

870 

.88 

.87 

.01- 


.730 

.980 

KAT.ALOKZNXUH. 

32.2 

0.00 

3 

1300 

845 

.65 

.65 

_ 


.670 

.920 

MIS. EAST COMPLEX 

9.4 

0.00 

2 

1100 

572 

.52 

.52 

- 


rxDorrftiAL Store* totals mini 71.64 zcbgi 

-0.10 

215 

477843 

887673 
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: ARIES: r\Lireh 2 1 to April J‘»f 
{ Y*iu’IJ Nr dunking of nmrvy the 
j whole nine die sun’s in Scorpio, 
j w hiuli is ,QhHler irkiMh A si you 
j rn.iv 1 K.K le quite ounloriahL* 
i widi llut suis.iLi<.in Today, to get 
| used in it, in>w oN»u an e.xcer- 
mosi’.' Unui you gel the wuck 

June, ft e tin- hilts. Oiu: vour mind is clear, everything koks pos- 

sihle. 

TAl ! Rl ; S: t. April 2n to May 2o» Ask money questions now. private- 
ly. The person w idi the answ ets L> w tiling to talk, hut mx to every Ndy. 
If you're niiutiny into problems, it’s because you haven't shown your 
credenti jLs. Let the other person know you can be ousted, and > ou can 
help achieve a goal. Hlii’s got to be the other person's goal. wo. not 
just your own. 

GEAITNI: (May 21 io June 21 (The work luad is intense lor die next 
nxmih or sc». It’s nu settled into a regular routine, eitiw. Jusi when 
things are clicking along nicely, something you diw’t expect is likely 
to happen. You're going to have to he flexible, but that's OK Flexi- 
bility is yixrr middle name. Help die others w ith iu For some of them, 
it's harder. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 > All that work you let slide has to be 
done right now. You can easily whip everything into shape. You're so 
in love, this is merely an annoyance. Nothing’s as important as what 
you and your sweetheart are saying to each other. A commitment 
made now will K: Inn anJ also a good working partnership. Make it 
happen. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 1 The moon is now in Sagittarius, which 
always lights >uur tire as well as enlightens your attitude. So a project 
that seemed too difficult vestenby is going to start seeming Jess dg- 
nilicam than it used iu be. Your ;iumide is changing, and your luck is 
dunging too. for the better. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’re almosi ready to make 
your decision, hut aren’t quite sure about a few maners. Maybe you’d 
have in move, or change something about vxxtr living environmem. 
May!* you won’t want to tv with the same people, after you become 
ntagnilicent. Well, the ones who empower you will still be around 
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when you’re more powerful, 
right.*. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22 » You’re in a learning mode 
today, exactly where you should 
be. Yes. you cuuld become the 
very petvm you always hoped 
and dreamed of being. But there 
are a couple of little things you’ll have to Jo to make it happen, and 
if* lirsi is tu start studying. Figure out what y ou need to leam, then go 
leant iL 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) The moon is in Sagittar- 
ius. w hich means it's un* to go shopping. It's in your second house of 
money, and with Dull' there too. it looks like you could find a real bar- 
gain. You might find a genuine treasure, actually. Cruise past that store 
where you're most likely to find or*. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 1 You may want to 
clear up a lew things that have been bothering the buck comers of your 
mind. You value truth and justice, and something may have happened 
that you felt Was unfair. Well it's tin* to get that handled and put to 
resL At least get it down on paper, starting now. That's a first step in 
the right direction. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 io January 20) You're focused on 
group endeavours, playing with friends, and all sorts of team projects. 
It looks like there’s something that must be done quickly, however, so 
although you would like to be hanging out with your buddies all day. 
you may not have that opportunity Thai's OK It’s Friday, and you’ve 
stiJJguOhe weekend. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) ThdUigblatlhe end of the 
tunnel should be visible fora brief moment today. You may feel things 
are clouding over again, though, when you realise you' U have to dance 
to somebody cLse’s tune. This isn’t easy for you, but it's not impossi- 
ble. and it could be a useful skill to leam. Today, practice. 

PISCES: iFebruaiy 20 to March 20) Travel is likely, possibly tonight 
or tomorrow. Plan alone those lines, at any' rare, since the condition* 
are so marvellous, a job opportunity could become available today. 
The two concepts may be linked, as in the job requiring travel. Enter- 
tain all possibilities, and move quickly when you see an attractive one. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS " A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


II At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 
SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 
355 sqjn^ 3 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms 
Maid room, garden, 
garage, telephone 
Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605 - 079/530007 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality In 
1 hour sendee 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm- 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifteh Tel: B22891 


■:Vcsi<* * 


£§1 Jewdiy. 





(_ fiirjKP dcsigllX--- 

for i niq Lie-: people 

Um Ulhaina Tel.: 5511 120 
Downtown Tel.: 465581 / 
wv.*.v imseeh.com 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 

ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL.: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 ANYTIME 




SANABEL 

peal Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 

Tei 5864230 -5865167 
M f . bl ,c 079/37588 




“Now you can rent 
or buy offices 
with long-term financing” 

oQ 

c t H t e » 

For further information Tel. 4645324/5. Fax 4645326 


DlPBOlMAT 


Real » Ca' 


/ DiiCCOKA uhol 

jfBU.ce beat 

j f !* Pin g icAj dKtPf 
ihs Jiplomai toa 

• x faby . '' 



5 Abu I3u*» Co-n S*md 

^^LcSre-L-TH 


7pm rfdettcM 4* Anma» 



flna ) fly Serviced Suites 

★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Dofiy * 
Lon g Stay * Reasonable Ratos 

5ih Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

c-tsail : aytfalff gojoinjo 


II 

iraida 
FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIOA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Banl Hamide Weavings 
con be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
. Rugs • Cushions 
< WMJhftrtginga - Runners 

Open dally from 6:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10:00 till 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow SL 

Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4513083 


jhmnxjox 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


The Wedding Place 

Your one night in a life time 
Contact our Banquet Manager. 


w©tirTrudSw4©st; 



5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



U.S. Congress 
approves $ 18 b 
for IMF 

(Continued from page 8) 

Congressional approval 
was a breakthrough for ibe 
cash-starved IMF because 
contributions from other 
countries depended on the 
US. cash. 

House and Senate passage 
means the 182-member IMF 
will be able to tap into some 
S90 billion in new resources 
as it struggles to help coun- 
tries caught in the global 
financial storm. 

The IMF Ls expected to 
announce a big rescue pack- 
age for Brazil soon, and it 
could offer billions of dollars 
more to other Latin American 
stales hit by the conmgion. 

Republican leaders said 
they had little choice but to 
replenish IMF reserves amid 
signs of a worsening U.S. 
economy. 

Last week the Federal 
Reserve cut interest nates for 
the second time in less than 
three weeks in a surprise 
move aimed ai easing a grow- 
ing credit crunch. 

House Speaker Newt Gin- 
grich. a Georgia Republican, 
urged law-makere in the final 
days of the congressional ses- 
sion to back the pac kage 

arguing it would constitute “a 
big gigantic gamble" to reject 
IMF binding with the global 
economy on edge. 

IMF supporters blasted the 
Republican leadership in the 
House for waiting this long. 

"It is complete folly" said 
Senator Chuck HageL, a 
Nebraska Republican. “W e 
lost eight months of confi- 
dence, and matte respond 
to confidence. We showed 
America is not engagingJIb 
hold it back as a bargaining 
chip like this leadership did 
was absolutely wrong." 
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Havelange attacks FIFA’s 


senior European members 


PARIS (AFP) — Former 
FIFA president Joao 
Havelange has launched a 
scathing attack on 
European members within 
football's governing world 
body. 

The S2-year-old 

Brazilian, in an interview 
with France Football, 
blames European officals 
on the executive commit- 
tee. for forcing him to 
agree on South Korea and 
Japan co-hosting the 2002 
World Cup. 

“The idea was pushed by 
the Europeans just to upset 
me," said Havelange. 

“But a president never 
loses. When I found out 
what they were plotting I 
put forward co-hosting 
myself to stop them from 
causing me trouble. I am 
more intelligent than 
them," he added. 

He also revealed the con- 
tempt he bolds for Lennart 
Johansson, bead of UEFA. 
Europe’s ruling football 
body and a senior FIFA 
executive vice-president. 


South Korean football chiefs 
defend 2002 co-hosting 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea on Wednesday 
defended the joint hosting 
of the 2002 World Cup 
finals with Japan that for- 
mer FIFA president Joao 
Havelange now says was a 
mistake. 

Havelange was quoted by 
a French football magazine 
as saying European officials 
had only supported die co- 
hosting scenario to irritate 
him. 

“We have known for years 
that Havelange was private- 
ly against the co-hosting 
idea, so his comments come 
as no surprise." a source 
with the 2002 organisng 
committee said on condi- 
tion of anomymity. 


“But in reality, it was a 
wise idea to allow South 
Korea and Japan — which 
have a long histoiy of 
unhappy relations — to 
cooperate to share the 
World Cup as a means of 
bringing them closer 
together," he added. 

The Japanese Football 
Association refused to com- 
ment on Havelange’s 
remarks to the France 
Football magazine. 

Both countries are very 
sensitive to criticism of the 
first finals to be staged in 
two countries. 

The two neighbours have 
spent most of this century 
bitterly divided over Japan’s 
occupation of Korea from 


1910 to 1945 which has left 
an intense legacy of bitter- 
ness in Korea. 

The award of the finals to 
the two countries has forced 
them to cooperate, although 
officials admit relations 
between football chiefs over 
the competition have not 
always been easy. 


“Of course there have 
been problems, that is to be 
expected, but in reality we 
are advancing with the 
preparations” one official 
said. 

Havelange. 84, was head 
of FIFA for 24 years until 
he retired in June to make 
way for Sepp Blatter. 


The Swede had stood 
against Sepp Blatter, for- 
mer FIFA general secre- 
tary, to replace Havelange 
who retired last June after 
ruling world football for 24 
years. 

Havelange was asked 


what he thought of 

Johansson. 

“He is president of 
UEFAT he replied. 

Pushed if that was all he 
thought of him he said: 
“That's all." 

He also cast doubts on 
Johansson's desire to look 
after the interests of foot- 
ball. 


of 


“Perhaps those 
Europe," he remarked. 

Havelange fought a bitter 
election campaign for 
Blatter to ensure Johansson 
would not replace him. 

It paid off when Blatter 
won so many votes in the 
first vote in Paris in June 
that a stunned Johansson 
was forced to conceed 


defeat. 

Afterwards Blatter quick- 
ly moved to heal the split 
between himself and 
Johansson, describing him 
as a “outstanding gentle- 
man of football.” 

But Havelange’s com- 
ments are likely to reopen 
the wounds according to 
one senior FIFA member 


Brazil, 
France 
top FIFA 
rankings 


PARIS (AFP) 

— Latest 

FIFA rankings 
Wednesday: 

published 

1. Brazil 

73-57 pts 

2. France 

69.01 

3. Germany 

6737 

4. Croatia 

66.47 

5. Argentina 

65.77 

6. Italy 

65.04 

7. Czech R. 

64.43 

8. Yugoslavia 

64.19 

9. Netherlands 

62.71 

10. England 

62.16 

11. Mexico 

61.76 

12. Roumania 

59.81 

13. Morocco 

59.62 

14. Norway 

59.12 

15. Chile 

5S.69 

16. Spain 

58.63 

1 7. U. Stares 

57.04 

IS. Denmark 

55.33 

19. S. Korea 

55.12 

20. Egypt 

55.07 

21. Japan 

54.88 

22. Austria 

54.78 

23. Zambia 

54.55 

24. Paraguay 

54.26 

25. Sweden 

54.05 

26. Tunisia 

53.88 

27. Colombia 

53.05 

28. S. Africa 

52.73 

29. Slovakia 

5236 

30. S. Arabia 

52.32 


Sampras, Rios head 

ATP Tour rankings 

PARIS (AFP) — Following are the latest ATP rankings: 


1. Pete Sampras (USA) 

4327 pts 

2. Marcelo Rios (Chi) 

3674 

3. Patrick Rafter (Aus) 

3593 

4. Carlos Moya (Spa) 

2959 

5. Petr Kordlf (Cze) 

2829 

6. Andre Agassi (USA) 

2681 

7. Alex Corretja (Spa) 

2626 

8. Karol Kucera (Svk) 

2615 

9. Tim Henman (Gbr) 

2488 

10. Evgueni Kafelnikov (Rus) 

2463 

11. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 

2448 

12. Jonas Bjorkman (Swe) 

2149 

13. Greg Rusedski (Gbr) 

1886 

14. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 

1877 

15. Jan Siemerink (Ned) 

1837 

16. Albert Costa (Spa) 

1823 

17. Cedric Pioline (Fra) 

1807 

IS. Thomas Enqvisi (Swe) 

1618 

19. Mark Philippoussis (Aus.) 

1610 

20. Felix Mantilla (Spa) 

1593 

21. Thomas Johansson (Swe) 

1539 

22. Alberto Berasategui (Spa) 

1537 

23. Gustavo Kuerten (Bra) 

1500 

24. Thomas Muster (Aut) 

1454 

25. Todd Martin (USA) 

1365 

26. Michael Chang (USA) 

1302 

27. Francisco Clavet (Spa) 

1289 

28. Byron Black (Zim) 

1254 

29. Wayne Ferreira (Rsa) 

1143 

30. Magnus Larsson (Swe) 

1131 
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UEFA Cup 

Villa shine as other English clubs struggle 


PARIS (AFP) — Aston 
Villa, fielding a team of 1 1 
Englishman, provide the 
sole bright moment for 
English Premiership clubs 
when they scored a memo- 
rable 1-0 win away to the 
Spaniards of Celta Vigo in a 
UEFA Cup second-round, 
first-leg match on Tuesday 
night. 

Striker Julian Joachim net- 
ted the only goal for 
Premiership leaders Villa in 
the 15th minute when he 
latched onto a through ball 
from Stan Collymore and 
fired coolly home. 

Villa looked as solid as a 
rock at the back despite 
plenty of Vigo pressure and 
goalkeeper Michael Oakes 
— deputising for the injured 
Mark Bosnich — was a vir- 
tual spectator for much of 
the game. 

“I’m very proud of the way 
we performed, particularly 
in the second half." said Villa 
manager John Gregory. 

The other English clubs 
enjoyed rather less success 
with Liverpool held to a 0-0 
drau^at Anfield by Valencia 
after surprisingly resting 


England striker Michael 
Owen and Leeds losing 1-0 
away to AS Roma, whose 
goal came from Marco 
Delvecchio after 18 minutes. 

Leeds had Portuguese 
midfielder Bruno Ribeiro 
sent off in the second half, of 
their brave defeat. 

“It was a hard, .game, but 
that’s the way English teams 
play and I didn’t expea any 
different,” said Roma coach 
Zdenek Zeman. 

“We weren’t lucid enough 
, to take advantage of being a 
man up in the second half ... 
we didn’t find the right com- 
bination to put someone 
through” 

Joint Liverpool Roy Evans 
defended his controversial 
decision not to play Owen 
against Valencia. 

“Michael can't carry the 
world on his shoulders for us 
and England.” he said. “He 
has played so many games 
and we have to keep looking 
at him for signs of tiredness. 
He’s 18 years old and needs 
his rest occasionally.” 

Valencia coach Gaudio 
Ranieri. celebrating his 47th 
birthday, was delighted with 


his team's performance. 

“My side played very well, 
defended excellently and 
followed my instructions,” 
he said. “They have given 
me a big birthday present 
with this result.” 

The other British represen- 
^ tatives in action, . Celtic of 
Scotland, were held 1-1 at 
home by FC Zurich of 
Switzerland. 

Norwegian Harald 

Brattbakk put Celtic into die 
lead but Urs Fischer equal- 
ized 15 minutes from the 
end. Celtic’s woes were 


increased by having Tommy 
]f- 


Boyd sent off before half 
time, when he conceded a 
penalty which (he Swiss side 
squandered. 

Celtic’s crosstown rivals 
Rangers travel to play their 
first-leg match against Bayer 
Leverkusen in Germany on 
Thursday night 

French quartet Bordeaux, 
Lyon, Marseille and 
Monaco, meanwhile, all put 
themselves in sight of the 
third round with superb per- 
formances away from home. 

Lyon, who put out English 
side Blackburn in the first 



Lyon’s midfielder Jacek Bak (R) fights for the ball with Belgrade’s Milenko Acimovic, 
during the secound round of their UEFA Cup match (AFP Photo) 


round, won 2-1 in Bucharest 
against former European 
champions Red Star 
Belgrade, while Bordeaux 
won 1-0 away to Dutch 
high-flyers Vitesse Arnhem. 

Monaco drew 3-3 with 
Graz AK in Austria after 
leading until injury time, 
while Marseille finished 1-1 
after their visit to Werder 
Bremen. 

Lyon came from a goal 
down to win with a stunning 
shot on the rum by Frederic 
Kanoute with just six min- 
utes left against Red Star 
Belgrade. 

Political unrest in Kosovo 
forced the match to be 
switched to neutral territory 
outside Yugoslavia, a deci- 
sion which infuriated the 
Red Star players — who tore 
into the match in Bucharest 
as if their lives depended on 
it. 

Red Star went ahead with a 
Dalibor Skaric penalty in the 
58th minute after Florent 
LaviJJe brought down 
Milinko Acimovic inside the 
penalty box. 

Lyon stormed back, how- 
ever, and Swiss forward 
Marco Grassi levelled the 
scores with a fine drive on 
70 minutes. 

Kanoute’s superb second 
goal just minutes after he 
came on as a substitute for 
the injured Alain Caveglia 
wrapped up the win as he 
blasted home a left-footed 
volley following a Vikash 
Dhorasoo free-kick. 

Bordeaux survived several 
uncomfortable moments in 
the second half to escape 
with a win in Arnhem. 

Sylvain Wiltord, the lead- 
ing scorer in the French 
league, scored the only goal 
just before half-time, when 
he crashed home an acrobat- 
ic volley after a cross from 
the right from playmaker Ali 
Bemabia. 

It was Vitesse's first loss at 
their high-tech new stadium 
after being unbeaten there 
for close to two years. 

Marseille took the lead 
midway though the second 
half in Bremen when Florian 
Maurice sidefooted the ball 


home, but Werder hit back 
almost immediately through 
veteran Andy Herzog, who 
netted with a vicious low 
drive from the edge of the 
area. 

Two goals by Croatian 
striker Robert Spehar helped 
: Monaco, third in the French 
table, to their draw in Graz. 

Ludovic Giuly looked to 
have grabbed a late winner 
for the Monegasques but 
Anton Ehmann headed 
home deep into injury-time 
at the Arnold 
Schwarzenegger Stadium. 

Spehar, a reserve for much 
of the time since his move 
from FC Brugge last year, 
again took advantage of the 
absence of injured World 
Cup stars Thierry Henry and 
David Trezeguet, having 
also netted twice at the 
weekend against 

Montpellier. 

Nigerian Benedict 

Akwuegbu also bagged a 
pair for Austrian pacesetters 
Graz who nonetheless face 
an uphill task in the second- 
leg match. 

Yugoslav international 
Darko Kovacevic scored 
twice in the first \0 minutes 
to spearhead Spain’s Real 
Sociedad to a 3-2 win away 
to Dynamo Moscow, who 
had Sergei Shiamiuk sent off 
late in the game. 

Italy’s Fiorentina, the Serie 
A leaders, all but secured 
their berth in the third round 
with 2-0 win away to FC 
Grasshopper in Zurich. 
Argentine ace Gabriel 
Batistuta and Anselmo 
Robbiati scored the goals. 

Two other Italian clubs — 
Bologna and — came up 
with less impressive perfor- 
mances. 

Klaus Ingesson scored a 
late winner as Bologna 
edged Slavia Prague 2-1 at 
home, while Poland's Wisla 
Krakow held Parma to a 1-1 
draw. 

Giuseppe Signori broke a 
goalless deadlock in the 50th 
minute in Bologna, only for 
Slavia's Richard Dostaiek to 
score a 67th-minute equalis- 
er. 

Swede Ingesson then nod- 
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Liverpool’s Jason McAteer (R) nips past the outstretched foot of Valencia French 
back Alain Roche in a UEFA Cup second-round, first-leg match at Anfield road sta- 
dium (AFP Photo) 
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ded home just seven minutes 
from the whistle to give the 
Italian club every chance of 
reaching the third round. 

Parma will also be 
favoured to go through 
despite only sharing the 
spoils in Poland after a 
match that generated contro- 
versy. 

Enrico Chiesa nodded 
Parma into the lead after just 
two minutes, but Tom as z 
KulawDc cracked home an 
equaliser midway through 
the second half to give the 
Poles some hope for the sec- 
ond leg in a fortnight's time. 

Italian international Dino 
Baggio claimed he had been 
hit by a knife thrown from 


the crowd during the game. 

‘1 felt something hit me on 
the head, then 1 saw a knife 
on the ground and thought it 
had touched me ” said 
Baggio. “I didn’t want to 
believe it — it seemed 
impossible." 

The midfielder carried on 
playing after the second-half 
incident but had five stitches 
in the wound after the match. 

The Spaniards of Atletico 
Madrid will be confident of 
progressing after an impres- 
sive 4-2 win away to CSlL\ 
Sofia in Bulgaria. World 
Cup squad member Kiko led 
Atletico with a goal in each 
half. 

Real Betis are also well 


placed to progress after a 1-1 
draw away to Willem 0 
Tilburg in Holland — a 
game in which both goals 
were scored in the last five 
minutes. 

Only 12,000 fans turned 
up for VfB Stuttgart's match 
against Belgium’s • FC 
Brugge and the home team 
stumbled to a 1-1 draw. 


T.-ieva 


toi char 


Nigerian Jonathan 

Akpoborie opened the scor- 
ing for Stuttgart after just 
eight minutes, but Sven 
Vennant equalised in the the 
70tb minute when be stroked 
the ball home after beating 
the Stuttgart offside trap.. 
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UEFA, CUP REStiLTS 


’"'iron 


Wisla Krakow (Pol) .1 
Bologna (Ita) 2 

Red Star Belgrade (Yug) 1 
GrazAK(Aut) 3 

Dynamo Moscow (Rus) 2 
VfB Stnttgiart (Ger) 1 
Grasshopper Zur. (Swi) 0 
Vftesse Arnhem (Ned) 0 
CSKA Sofia (Bui) 


Parma (ltd) ^ • • v- '* 
Slavja-jPrague;(Cze).-' ;> l 
Lyon (Fra) : ;;;■= , .’ 
Monaco (Fra) - : 

Real Sociedad (Spa£ 

. FC'Brugge (Bel) := V 
FSprentina - _ • ' - 
. Bordeaux (Fra) - 
Atletico Madrid-(Spa) . - '4 
” ' ;-l 


2 

Wfllem’ II Tilburg (Ned) 1 Real Betis 
Liverpool (Eng)0 ■ Valencia (Spa) * “ ‘g 

AS ROmaflta) - - .1 Leeds United-(EngL 

Werder Bremen (Ger) . I Marseille (Fra); . 

Celtic (Sco) 1 FC Zorich (Swi) v 

Celta Vigo (Spa) . _ 0 Aston Villa ;{Eng) ‘ 
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Bayer. Leverkusen (Ger) v Rangers (Sco) playing Thursday ; r - ^ 










X s aNBwT 


CINEMA 


TEL46J4144 



PHILADELPHIA T 

PHILADELPHIA 'V 

V 

< 

Nathan Lane & 

George Clooney & 


Lee Evans .. in 

Nicole Kidman .. in 

< 

O 

MOUSE HUNT 

THE PEACE MAKER 

p 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30,6:15, 

Shows: 12-30, 3:30,6:15, 

H 

8:30. 10:30 

V 1 

8:30, 10:30 




CINEMA 


TEL369K38 


CINEMA 


TEL-5677420 


k 


PLAZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


A 


CONCORD 


56X7 


CINEMA 


TEL: 3934793 


CINEMA 


CONCORD “1" 

Michael Douglas <£ Sean Penn .. in 

THE GAME 

Show's: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8: 15, 10 JO 

concord.^: 

Robert Redford .. in 

UP CLOSE A PERSONAL 

J\ ^ 


GALLERIA 1 


A 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/GaUeria 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY] 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


' : 


TEL: 5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


^ i- ,:r -: i 
*- -1 ^ " f - - -..it 


ABDOUN 
ivww.cnji.coOT. jo/Calleria 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:15, 10:30 
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Asian League Cham p ions Handball Tournament 

Salt hold Iran’s Zobohan to draw 


By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — Jordan’s Al Sail tied 
Iran’s Zobohan 29-29 i J J-J3> ! tw i„« 
d great chance to win their first 
match on the second day of the 1st 
Asian League Champions Handball 
Tournament currently underway at 
the Sports Palace. 

A I Salt’s disappointing perfor- 
mance compared with their oppo- 
nent’s organised style. Although. Al 
Salt scored first, luck seemed to 
abandon their players who seemed 
weak in defence and paved the way 
for Zobohan’s players to infiltrate 
without any resistance and easily 
score. 

Al Salt, depending on Jihad 
Qieishat and Othman Al Shishani. 
tried to use the wings as their 
launching pads for Qieishat ’.s shots 
but without any success. 

Inaccuracy summed up the match 
for Al Salt’s players who surren- 
dered to their opponents and lost the 


first half 11-13. 

The situation gut even worse al the 
beginning of the second hall al'lcr Al 
Salt Iom four penalties. 

Zobohan continued scoring 
depending on Farid Moradi. the 
Russian player Sergei opening Al 
Salt's defensive wall. 

Al Salt revised the situation and 
took control only in the last nine 
minutes. 

They Mill trailed until the lust two 
minutes when Qieishat scored to tie 
29-29 which gave the Jordanian fans 
a reason to cheer their team. 

Al Salt's goalkeeper Nael Gha/i 
was the star of the match after lie 
saved his team from a penalty kick 
in the Iasi seconds of the mutch, 

Al Salt could have won the match 
it they had avoided their mistakes 
early but Zohoiian’s will to win 
stopped at the bu//cr which ended 
the match 29-29. 

The referee gave the Iranian coach 
a red card and was u»ld io leave the 


court after objecting to the reterees 
decision of giving an extra two min- 
utes suspension fo an Iranian player 
who entered the court before his 
two-minute penally. 

Al Salt will meet Kuwait’s 
Kuihema Thursday hoping to du bet- 
ter. 

Jordan’s other team in the tourna- 
ment — A I Ahh — lost their first 
match to Qatar's Al Ru) you 33-25 
( U-15) on the opening day and will 
play Iran’s Zobohan Thursday. 

Only five teams are taking part in 
the Oct. 20-27 event after China’s 
Army team and UAF.’s Al Shurequh 
declined. The competing teams arc 
Jordan's Al Salt and Al Ahli, Iran’s 
Zobohan Asfalmn, Qatar's Al 
Ray van and Kuwait’s Katheina. 


Tomba 

facing 

fraud 

charges 

BOLOGNA (.AFP) — A judge 
is to interview Alhenu Tumhu 
ben; non month before decid- 
ing whether io send Italy’s for- 
mer ski idol and both his pir- 
aas far trial on tax fraud 
changes. 

Tomba, who won 50 Work! 
Cup races and three Olympic 
titles, asks up us fisc years jail if 
he ls tried and comklrd. 

Tomba will come before 
investigating magistrate 
Leonardo Grassi <w November 
2b to discuss claims that he 
tailed to enter some 23 hilboo 
tire <514 million i on his tax 
returns truin 19911 to 199ft. 

Grassi will abo have to 
decide whether to >cnd 
Tomha’s father f-ruiwu and 
mother Mana Gratia to trial k« 
the same reason. 


Kournikova bows out of Kremlin Cup 


MOSCOW <AP) — Anna 
Kournikova double faulted 
20 times in an upset loss to 
Silvia Farina in the 
Kremlin Cup Wednesday, 
bowing out to the angry 
whistles of her home 
crowd. 

The Moscow-born 
Kournikova clinched the 
first set 7-6 (7-5; over 
Farina, of Italy. But sixth- 
seeded Kournikova could- 
n't wrap up the match, 
dropping the next two sets 
4-6. 1-6. 

It was her first loss since 
early 1997 to a player 
ranked outside the world's 
top 15 

A week ago in Zurich, the 
1 7-y ear-old Russian corn- 
mined 17 double faults to 
lose in the first round of the 
European Championships. 

Kournikova, who now 
lives and trains in Florida, 
dropped out of the top 10 
after tearing ligaments in 
her right thumb. She is 
ranked 12th on the WTA 
tour. 

She wasn’t the only seed- 
ed player to . lose 
Wednesday. Chanda Rubin 
of the United States upset 
eighth-seed Irina Spirlea in 
straight sets 6-2. 6-3. 

Sabine Appelraans also 
beat Elena Dementieva 6- 
4,6-4. 



Silvia Farina of Italy returns a ball to Anna Kournikova of Russia during their 
Kremlin Cup match in Moscow October 21. Farina won the match 7-6 4-6 6-1 
(Reuters photo) 


Scud 

and 

Goran 

‘czech’ 

out 


OSTRAVA, Czech 

Republic (AFP) — The 
fifth and sixth seeds, Goran 
Ivanisevic and Mark 'Scud’ 
PhilippouSMs. both crashed 
out of the $975,000 Czech 
Indoor event at the first hur- 
dle here on Tuesday. 

Croatia’s Ivanisevic fell to 
little-known Slovak Jan 
Kroslak, who won 4-6. 6-2, 
7-6 (7/4) and C 2 ech-bom 
David Prinosil of Germany 
ousted Philippoussis 6-3, 6- 
7(8/10), 6-3. 

Fourth-seeded Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov put out 
another Australian, Richard 
Fromberg, 7-6 (7/4). 6-3, 
while home hopes Bohdan 
Ulihruch and Martin Damm 
advanced with wins over 
Germany’s Lars Rehman 
and Zimbabwe’s Byron 
Black respectively. 

Second seed Andre 
Agassi, the highest seed 
remaining after Petr 
Korda’s exit on Monday, 
faces Kenneth Carisen of 
Denmark in his first match 
on Wednesday. 


Ski champ Seizinger set to miss season — trainer 




BONN (R> — Triple 

Olympic Alpine ski champi- 
'• . on Katja Seizinger, nursing a 

v serious knee injury, will 

• : probably not race this season, 

: : said Germany’s women’s 

team trainer Wolfgang Maier. 
- • - - “j don't think that she will 

come back this season.” 
Maier told weekly Sport Bild 
in an interview released on 
Wednesday. 

“She will certainly be able 
to compete again but it will 
all depend on how much she 
wants to do that.” 

There are fears Seizinger. 
who sustained severe injuries 
to both knees during a crash 
while training in the northern 
summer in Italy, might end 
her career. 

“Katja is not somebody like 
Mar tina Erd, who always 
comes back quickly after 
injury breaks and only lives 
for skiing.” 

Maier said. "She's got other 
priorities, other goals and I 
don’t know what she will 
decide to do.” 

The 26-year-old Seizinger, 
who retained her Olympic 
.downhill crown and led a 
^.German one-rwo-three in the 
■ ■ ; * ‘ ' combined, said after her acci- 
dent in SchnalstaJ last June 
' ' she hoped to be back for the 
world championships in VaiL 
Colorado, next February. 
j After she underwent 
.^t^’suigeiy in Munich to repair 
ViV* ^li gamen ts on both knees and 
ufjif* fracture on the top of her 
left shin, doctors said she 
would be out of action for at 
least six months. 

Maier said he had frequent 
. contact with Seizinger. who 
visited the German team at 

#: 


their training camp in 
Berchstesgaden earlier this 
month. 

One of the most successful 
women in the history of 
Alpine skiing, Seizinger had 
a memorable 1997-98 sea- 
son. winning not only two 
golds in Nagano but also her 
second overall World Cup 
title. 

Even without Seizinger, 
Germany’s women’s team 
still looks awesone with Ertl 
and Hilde Gerg. who took sil- 
ver and bronze respectively 
in the combined in Nagano. 

World Cup giant slalom 
title holder Ertl and Olympic 
slalom champion Gerg will 
both start among the 
favourites in the season open- 
er. a women’s giant slalom in 
the Austrian resort of Soelden 
on Saturday. 

Ertl said she had missed 
Seizinger during her prepara- 
tion campaign: “It was very 


difficult without Kati." she 
said. “With her around, you 
always know where . you 
stand in the Super-G or in the 
downhill. Competing against 
her makes you get bener. 

"Wilhoui her at the start, 
the pressure on us two will be 
even bigger,” she added. 
"Everybody will be expect- 
ing us to win a lot.” 

Maier said Seizinger will 
be sorely missed in die speed 
events. 

"It was the worst thing dial 
could happen to us," he said. 

"KaLja is irreplaceable and 


we don’t have that many 
young talents, especially for 
die Super-G and the down- 
hill. All we can hope now is 
that Martina and Hilde will 
be successful.” 

Between them, Ertl, Gerg 
and Seizinger won 1 7 of the 
33 women's World Cup races 
last winter. 

To expect similar success 
this season, Maier said, 
would not be reasonable. 

"What we achieved last 
season cannot be repro- 
duced,” he said. "We must be 
prepared to compete on a 
normal level again. 


Two medals at the world 
championships and one skier 
within the top three in the 
overall World Cup standings 
would be fantastic.” 



s pitcher David Cone delivers a pitch in the first inning against the 
in Game 3 of the World Series at Qualcomm stadium in San Diego. 


New York Yankees 

San Diego Padres in Game 3 of the World Series at Qualcomm i 
The Yankees won the game 5-4 to bring the Yankees within one win of a sweep of the 
World Series (Reuters photo) 


Yankees take 3-0 lead 


SAN DIEGO i AFP) — The New York 
Yankees moved within one came of a World 
Series sweep here Tuesday with a 5-1 victory 
over die San Diego Padres. 

Scon Brusi us smacked two home runs — a 
solo shot oil starter Sterling Hitchcock and a 
three-run blast off closer Trevor Hoffman — 
as the Yankees took a 3-0 lead in the best -of- 
seven series for the Major League Baseball 
championship. 

No team has come back from a 3-0 deficit to 
win a best -of- seven post-season series. 

Hoffman, who blew- just one save in 54 
attempts in the regular season, took the mound 
with one out and one on in the eighth w ith the 
Padres holding a 3-2 lead. 

He retired Bemie Williams and walked Tino 
Martinez before Brosius turned on a 2-2 pitch 
for his second home run of (he night, his fourth 
of the 1998 post-season. Brosius’ blast put the 
Yankess ahead 5-3. 

Brosius’ seventh-inning ieadoff homer off 
Hitchcock had wrested the momentum from 
the Padres. 

After surrendering the homer and a double to 
Shane Spencer, Hitchcock was replaced by 
Joey Hamilton. • 

Spencer reached third on a passed ball and 
scored when Chili Davis* grounder was mis- 
handled by third baseman Ken Caminiti to 
narrow San Diego’s lead to 3-2. 

Hitchcock had tagged David Cone for the 
first Padres hit of the night to launch a three- 
run San Diego sixth. 

Cone walked Quilvio Veras, then Tony 
Gwynn sigled through the hole at second and 
reached second on Raul O’Neill's wild throw 
as Hitchcock and Veras scored. 

Vaughn grounded out. but Ken Caminiti’s 
sacrifice fly scored Gwynn before Cone 
retired wally Joyner to end the inning. 

Hitchcock had worked his' way out of a jam 


in the top of the inning. Cone led off the inning 
with a single, his fust in World Series play 
since a hit for Toronto at Atlanta in 1992. 

Knoblauch singled — stretching his World 
Series hitting screak to eight games — prompt- 
ing Padres pitching coach Dave Stewan to 
visit the mound. 

Hitchock stayed and struck out Derek Jeter, 
then gave up a single to Paul O'N'eill to load 
the bases. 

He struck out Bemie Williams with an S3 
mpb split-finger fastball, then induced Tino 
Martinez to pop out 

The sixth-inning hits by Cone and Hitchcock 
marked the first time since 1993’s game four 
thai two pitchers hit safely in the same Wald 
Series Game. 

It was the first rime since game two in 1965 
that both teams were hitless through three 
innings. 

San Diego pulled one run back in the bottom 
of the eighth, when pinch hitter Ruben 
Rivera’s sacrifice fly off his cousin, Yankees 
reliever Mariano Rivera, scored Quilvio Veras. 

Hoffman retired three Yankees in a row in 
the top of the ninth. 

But the Padres, who host game four 
Wednesday and game five Thursday if needed, 
stranded runners on first and third when Andy 
Sheets struck out swinging to end the game. 

It was only the fourth time this year that the 
Padres have lost as many as three games in a 
row. 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

FAX: 

5696183 


EXPATRIATE LEAVING, SELLING: 

Suzuki, model 87, SJ 413 JX, 4 wheel drive 
and furniture items, duty unpaid, 
JD2500 (negotiable) 

Call: 5667072 - Amman - From 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


KENZ 

Gift Shop 

Halloween and Winter Fashion Show 
Under the Patronage of HRH Princess Majda Raad, 
Ai-Hussein Society for 

the Habiiitation/Rehabilitation of the Physically Challenged 
will hold its 6th childrens' Fashion Show 
on October 24th 1998 at 5:30 at 
the Royal Automobile Club. 

Rental line also available. 

Price JD5 

For more information 
Tel.: 5826273/5817599-98 Fax.: 5817613 


INDIAN CULTURAL ASSOCIATION (1CA) 

ICA Amman invites all Indians & iheir families to a festive 
evening to mark Deepavali & Guru Nanak Jayanthi on 
30th Oct. 98, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Amra Hotel. 

For more Information contact: 

41 26380/5930202/5826772 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Newly-built, super deluxe, independent, second-floor of a 
villa. Located in an excellent residential area, close to the 
Chinese Embassy in Dahiat Al Rabia. App. area 300 sq.m. 
Consisting of lour bedrooms { one master), three bath- 
rooms. spacious living room attached to a big balcony, 
reception/dining area, a big built-in kitchen, and maid's 
room. Separate entrance and utilities including central 
heating system. Was leased by the American Embassy. 
For more details, please cal! owner 
Tel.: 5537952 



Stools 


Restaurant Bar 


-if-rC-iU 


From 1/10/1998 Till 30/11/1998 


Any 2 of the same drink you buy 
get 1 of the same drink FREE 
1+1=3 • 

The Cheapest Prices In Town 
Best Quality Of Food And Drinks 
NO COVER CHARGE S DAYS 

MONDAY + THURSDAY 
LIVE BAND 

5 JD COVER CHARGE GET f DRINK FREE 


Tel. 5924677 Abdoun - .Iordan Supermarket 15ld”. 


PASSPORT LOST 

I. Harjinder Singh, S/o Darbara Singh, holder of Indian 
passport No. N 569400. issued on 19th March. 1993, 
announce the loss of my passport on 19th October, 1998. 
If found, please return to the Indian Embassy at the 1st 
Circle, Jabal Amman. 


PASSPORT LOST 

I, Guljar Singh, S/o Hardev Singh, holder of Indian pass- 
port No. A 800590. issued on 26th June, 1991 . announce 
the loss of my passport on 19th October, 1998. 

If found please return to the Indian Embassy at the 1st 
Circle, Jabal Amman. 


GROUND FLOOR OF 2-STOREY VILLA 


Ground floor, deluxe furniture. 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 
living room, big salon, maid’s room, garden, garage, 
independent heating, telephone. Location: Abdoun. 
Please contact Raed at 5663816. 


DELUXE FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. 4th floor. With pri- 
vate garage and private store, telephone and garden. 
Location: Facing Arab Bank. 

Tel.: 5516906 or Mobile: 079-528956 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A multinational world-leader in Electrical 
Engineering is seeking to employ: 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT 

Candidates for this position should have the 

following qualifications: 

■ B.Sc. in Accounting. 

■ Minimum 5 years experience. 

■ Fluent in English Language. 

■ Scnong skills in spread' sheet applications 
and reporting. 

■ 25 - 35 years old. 

Please send your CV and a recent photo latest 
31/10/1998 to: 

Personnel & Administration Manager 
P.O-Box 926 098 Amman 11110 Jordan 







! 


12 N ews 

Experts to weigh evidence on 
Iraq weaponisation of nerve gas 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October 22-23, 1998 




UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Chemical weapons expens 
from seven countries meet 
here from Thursday in a bid to 
determine conclusively 

whether Iraq weaponised 
lethal VX nerve gas. 

The experts at "the two-day 
meeting “will assess the dif- 
ferent analyses from different 
samples” of Iraqi warhead 
remnants tested by U.S.. 
French and Swiss laborato- 
ries, U.N. Special 
Commission tUNSCOMl 

spokesman Ewen Buchanan 
said. 

But Buchanan cautioned 
that the results of the technical 
meeting are only expected to 
be released next Monday or 
Tuesday, when UNSCOM 
Chairman Richard Butler 
informs the U.N. Security 
Council of the findings. 

Butler called the "meeting 
last week after receiving final 
results from a French defence 
ministry laboratory outside 
Paris — delivered personally 
by a laboratory specialist 

The results from a second 
set of samples tested by a U.S. 
army laboratory at Aberdeen, 
Maryland, which were com- 
municated to UNSCOM last 
Thursday, are also to be dis- 
cussed by the experts who are 


meeting here for the second 
time in one month. 

Out of the first set of 44 
samples tested by the U.S. 
laboratory. 1 1 showed the 
presence of VX gas. 

However 40 samples tested 
in Switzerland, and the first 
35 tested in France were neg- 
ative with regard to VX. 
According to U.N. sources 
the second batch tested by the 
same U.S. laboratory was also 
negative. 

Questions remain about five 
French samples. whose 
results were communicated 
after those of the main batch 
came through. France, which 
is sympathetic to Iraqi posi- 
tions, has denied deliberately 
delaying the rem ainin g 
results. 

A U.N. diplomat has con- 
firmed a New York Tunes 
report on Ocl 7 thar traces of 
chemicals linked to VX had 
been found in the remaining 
French samples. 

The newspaper quoted 
experts as saying that there 
was strong evidence that the 
samples had revealed two 
chemicals found in VX, 
although not only in VX. 

Butler has refused comment 
on the highly sensitive issue 
before reporting to the UN. 


Security Council on the com- 
plete findings. 

Iraq denies that it ever 
weaponised VX, after being 
forced by U.N. weapons 
inspections to admit to pro- 
ducing four tonnes of the 
chemical agent. 

Under U.N. resolutions, 
eight-year-old sanctions can 
only be lifted when the 
Security Council is satisfied 
that Iraq has fully dismantled 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Baghdad says it has done 
so, and is demanding an early 
lifting of the sanctions. 

If the French tests fail to 
prove that VX was in the Iraqi 
warhead remnants, the U.S. 
laboratory would be the only 
one claiming proof that Iraq 
had weaponised the gas 
which can kill within minutes 
if inhaled or placed on the 
skin. 

Although Butler would 
argue that the U.S. findings 
are valid Iraq would receive a 
substantial political boost as 
Baghdad has always accused 
UNSCOM of being manipu- 
lated by the U.S. and Israeli 
intelligence services. 

Such claims have been 
given further credence in 
recent weeks after former 


U.N. weapons inspector Scott 
Ritter confirmed that he 
worked with the intelligence 
communities of both coun- 
tries in tracking down Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Ritter resigned in August to 
protest the perceived U.S. and 
U.N. failure to confront Iraq 
over its weapons pro- 
grammes. 

A U.N. official hoped that 
the technical conclusions 
would be “clear and precise” 
enough to enable the UN. 
Security Council to reach a 
political determination. 

The VX issue is on the 
council table at a critical time, 
with the 15 members offering 
Iraq a “comprehensive 
review” of Iraqi sanctions if 
Baghdad rescinds an Aug. 5 
decision suspending coopera- 
tion with the weapons inspec- 
tors. 

The U.N. official noted that 
Iraq was unlikely to resume 
cooperation before finding 
out the results of the expert 
meeting here, attended by 
representatives of Britain, 
China. France, Russia, 
Sweden. Switzerland and the 
United States. 


‘Misha’al’s letter leads to arrest of militants’ 


HEBRON (API — 
Palestinian security officials 
said Wednesday they have 
intercepted a letter from a 
Hamas leader in Jordan that 
contained information lead- 
ing to the arrest of more 
than a dozen members of 
the group’s military’ wing. 

The letter was written" by 
Khalid Misha'al. a Hamas 
political leader in Jordan, 
who was the target last year 
of a botched assassination 
attempt by Israel's Mossad 
spy agency. 


In his letter to Mohammad 
Natche, a Hamas activist in 
Hebron, Misha'al outlined 
the activities of the group's 
military wing, Izzedine A1 
Qassam. and referred to 
Qassam members by their 
initials, said a Palestinian 
official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

As a result, 16 members 
of the Hamas military wing 
w’ere arrested in the past 
two weeks. Arrests contin- 
ued Tuesday when 15 
Hamas members were 


rounded up because they 
apparently had ties to Salem 
Rajab Sarsour, a Hebron 
man who threw two hand 
grenades in the Israeli town 
of Beersheba on Monday, 
injuring 64 people. 

The Misha’al letter was 
found in Natche's posses- 
sions. Natche was arrested 
by Palestinian police last 
month after a bomb factory 
was discovered in his home. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials also .said they have 
begun following the Haraas 


money trail. Bank account 
numbers have been collect- 
ed and the financial transac- 
tions are being watched, 
said a Palestinian security 
official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Israel has long demanded 
that the Palestinians crack 
down on Hamas by arrest- 
ing and disarming activists 
and stopping the flow of 
money from Hamas leaders 
abroad to the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 


Israeli army arrests 7 Palestinians 

NABLUS (AFP) — Israeli army troops arrested seven 
Palestinians overnight from the West Bank village of Tell 
near Nablus. Palestinian sources here said Tuesday. Among 
those detained were three students from AJ Najah University 
in Nablus. A total of 25 Palestinians have been arrested in the 
Nablus area since Sunday, according to Palestinian sources. 
The Israeli array declined to comment 

Syrian condemned to death in Yemen 

ADEN ( AFP) — A Syrian with a Spanish passport was con- 
demned to death here Wednesday for plotting with an 
unnamed foreign country to cany out bomb attacks in 
Yemen. Nabil Nanakh Kasebati received the death sentence 
as the ring-leader of a group which carried out several bomb- 
ings, mostly in the port city of Aden, capital of former South 
Yemen. The death sentence is normally carried out by firing 
squad in Yemen. Court officials said 21 others were sentenced 
to jail terras of between IS months and four years, while five 
defendants were acquitted. The case opened in November 
1997. and four of those convicted were tried in absentia 

GCC official urges expatriate replacement 

KUWAIT (R) — A senior Gulf Arab official has called upon 
states in the region to move immediately to replace their large 
foreign workforces with locals. Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) Secretary General Jaraeel AI Hujailan urged members 
to “stop shelving this chronic mattter,” in an interview with 
the official Kuwait News Agency on Tuesday night “Dealing 
with all these (foreign) communities, particularly if their 
number increases in the future, will be extremely difficult” 
he said 

Qatari FM testifies in coup trial 

DOHA (AFP I — Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Jassem Al Thani testified in court on Wednesday in the 
(rial of 121 people accused of involvement in a foiled 1996 
coup. The official news agency QNA said the court met 
behind dosed doors and that Sheikh Hamad was the sole wit- 
ness in the day's hearing “because of the volume of evi- 
dence.” Sheikh Hamad told journalists ahead of the session 
that his court appearance — a first for a minister in the Gulf 
Arab monarchies — “proves in word as well as deed” that 
Qatar was on a democratic path. Qatar has accused ousted 
Emir Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad Al Thani of ordering the 
coup against his son with foreign help. Several foreigners are 
among the accused, while 38 suspects are still at large and 
being tried in absentia for the February 19% failed coup 
against the emir, Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Thani. 

Egyptian tomb squatter evacuated 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian prosecutor, in a landmark deci- 
sion, has ordered a tomb squatter to evacuate his “dwelling" of 
35 years and return it to its rightful owners, the government 
daily Al Akhbar reported Wednesday. Prompted by an acute 
shortage in housing in die late 1960s, thousands of Egyptian 
f amili es have been living in cemeteries around Islamic Cairo in 
rooms adjoining the tombs. To avoid confrontations, the 
authorities have never attempted to relocate the tomb-squaners 
and Tuesday's court decision is seen as a landmark verdict, the 
newspaper said. The prosecutor took action after the owner of 
a tomb filed a complaint saying he had gone to the cemetery in 
Bab Al Nasr, in eastern Cairo, to bury his mother but was 
turned away by squatters who had taken over the tomb. The 
tomb owner had to bury his mother in another cemetery'. 


Wye River summit 
will torpedo peace 
process — Syria 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The 
official Syrian press launched 
a broadside on Wednesday at 
the peace summit at Wye 
River in advance of any 
announcement on an agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

The talks “had nothing to 
do with peace" but would 
instead “torpedo the peace 
process," said the official 
Syrian news agency SANA. 

The negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority, which 
enter a seventh day on 
Wednesday, “are an encour- 
agement to Israeli aggres- 
sion." the agency said. 

Meanwhile, the AJ Baath 
newspaper, the mouthpiece of 
President Hafez Assad’s rul- 
ing party, argued “the expect- 
ed agreement makes no men- 
tion of (Jewish) settlement 
and does not impose condi- 
tions on the Israelis.” 

“The summit was held 
under the slogan of *a search 
for peace’ although the 
Palestinian people are the vic- 
tims of repression and tenon” 
the newspaper said. 

“These negotiations are far- 
removed from the principles 
of the Madrid conference 


(which launched the Arab- 
Israeli peace process in 
1991k (U.N.) Security 

Council resolutions and the 
principle of land-for-peace,” 
said the official government 
daily Tishrin. 

“Is the aim to strengthen the 
(Israeli) occupation under the 
pretext of guaranteeing the 
security of (Jewish) settlers or 
to guarantee the security of 
the Palestinian people by end- 
ing the occupation and dis- 
mantling the settlements?’ 
the paper asked. 

“It is astonishing that more 
than 100.000 Arabs in 
Hebron are under the thumb 
of 400 Zionist settlers who 
sow corruption, set fire to 
shops and destroy houses and 
whole quarters (of the town).” 

“No one is expecting that 
the Wye Plantation summit 
will produce anything other 
than what favours Israel and 
legitimises the occupation, 
relegating the Palestinian 
problem to the basement by 
reducing the debate to discus- 
sions over a few square kilo- 
metres where all decisions 
will depend on the diktat of 
the rulers in Tel Aviv,” anoth- 
er official daily. Al Thawra, 
said. 






A Palestinian woman with a framed picture of a relative, who is held in an Israeli 
jail, sits at the side of the road near the entrance to the Gush Katif region in the 
Gaza Strip on Wednesday. As a si gnal to the Israeli and Palestinian negotiators in 
Washington, Pales tinians in the Gaza Strip held a demonstration in support of the 
Palestinians held in Israeli prisons (AP photo) 

Israel tried to recruit assailant 
as double agent, papers report 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A Hamas 
activist who hurled hand 
grenades at Israeli soldiers ear- 
lier this week was asked short- 
ly before the attack so become 
an informer for Israel’s Shin 
Bet security service, Israeli 
newspapers reported 

Wednesday. 

The dailies cited unidentified 
Shin Bet officials who con- 
firmed earlier Palestinian 
claims feat foe Hamas activist, 
29-year-old Salem Rajab 
Sarsour, was a double agent 
The officials said the recruiting 
plan did not go beyond foe ini- 
tial stages. 

The Palestinians’ West Bank 
security chief, Jibril Rajoub, 
charged that by approaching 


Sarsour. foe Shin Bet was indi- 
rectly responsible for 
Mondays hand grenade attack 
in foe southern Israeli town of 
Beersheba in which 64 Israelis 
were wounded 

Rajoub suggested thar 
Sarsour carried out the attack 
because he wanted to clear 
himself of suspicions that he 
collaborated with Israel. ‘There 
are documents and evidence 
that his (Sarsour’s) response to 
foe attempt to recruit fora was 
to throw grenades and carry out 
terrorist attacks,” Rajoub told 
Israel array radio. 

The new reports may prove 
embarrassing to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyarain Netanyahu 
who said foe Beersheba attack 


furnished more poof that foe 
Pales tinian National Authority 
is not doing enough to fight 
Islamists and prevent attacks in 
Israel 

Israel’s security demands are 
a key issue in foe week-long 
Mideast summit talks at Wye 
Plantation in Maryland 

Saisoui; a father of five from 
foe West Bank town of Hebron, 
was arrested on Monday morn- 
ing at the scene of foe grenade 
attack. 

The army said Sarsour also 
confessed to his interrogators 
that be killed an elderly rabbi. 
Shlomo Raanan. in Hebron on 
Aug. 20 and that be hurled 
hand grenades at Israeli troops 
in foe city on Sept 30. 


‘U.N. making good progress in 
easing Iran-Taleban tension’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
United Nations is making 
good progress in easing ten- 
sion between Iran and foe 
Taleban Islamic militia, the 
UN. special envoy for 
Afghanistan said here 
Wednesday. 

Lakbdar Brahimi told 
reporters before departing 
after a one-day visit that tie 
Taleban was “actively search- 
ing to find and p unis h” foe 
militiamen who killed Iranian 
diplomats in August 

“Good progress is being 
made in defusing tension 
between Iran and the 
Taleban," he said. 

The arrest and punishment 
of foe killers of the diplomats 
has been Iran's main condition 
before it agrees to talk to foe 
Taleban, which now controls 


90 per cent of Afghanistan. 

Brahimi, on his. second visit 
here this month, had expressed 
foe hope that his talks in 
Tehran will help reduce ten- 
sion between Shiite Muslim 
Iran and the S unni Muslim 
Taleban sparked by the killing 
of the diplomats in August. 

Iran has massed tens of thou- 
sands of troops on its border 
with Afghanistan while the 
Taleban has deployed 30.000 
on foe other side of foe fron- 
tier. 

But Brahimi said Iran was 
“not enthusiastic at the 
moment to talk to the 
Taleban.” until the militia 
abides by UN. resolutions and 
declarations by the so-called 
,4 Six Plus Two” group. 

Both the United Nations and 
the “Six Plus Two” which 


groups Russia, the United 
States and Afghanistan’s six 
neighbours including Iran — 
have called on the Taleban to 
negotiate peace with other 
Afghan factions for a broad- 
based government 

Taleban leaders have said 
they are ready to meet Iranian 
officials in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, the permanent seat of 
foe Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) which is 
currently chaired by Iran. 

Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Karaal Kharazi, in a meeting 
earlier with Brahimi, thanked 
the UN. envoy for helping to 
secure the release of Iranian 
prisoners in Afghanistan. 

The Taleban freed 25 
Iranians last week after 
Brahimi visited the central 
Afghan town of Kandahar. 


Mideast talks help Clinton, whatever the outcome 


WASHINGTON (AP) — No matter 
what foe outcome of the Mideast peace 
summit may be. President Bill Clinton 
already is benefiting from foe talks. 

Investing time and prestige, Clinton 
has polished his credentials as a world 
statesman willing to tackle the dispute 
between the Palestinians and Israelis. 
Newspaper and television pictures 
show him wrapping tus amis around 
Mideast adversaries in the Rose 
Garden and intervening in difficult 
negotiations. 

Whatever happens, at least he tried. 

It’s a far ciy from headlines scream- 
ing about sexual improprieties and 
impeachment. 

“At least he changes the subject and 
it looks as if he is doing the people’s 
business. That is good for him," said 


Michael Mandelbaum, director of 
American Foreign Policy at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies. 

‘They will claim a diplomatic tri- 
umph no matter what happens,” 
Mandelbaum said. “Of course this is 
calibrated politically. Of course Bill 
Clinton wants to get something out of 
this. The presidency is a political 
office.’’ When presidents get in trouble 
at home, and particularly in their sec- 
ond terms, they often cum to foreign 
affairs to make their made. As foe 
leader of the world’s only superpower, 
Clinton commands plenty of respect 
overseas even if his reputation is tar- 
nished at home. 

Prime ministers and presidents of 
other countries look to the United 


States for leadership on difficult issues. 
They are not concerned with Clinton’s 
extramarital relationship. ‘They want 
this to be over without the president 
being damaged,'’ said Thomas Mann, 
director of Governmental Studies at the 
Brookings Institution. 

Clinton was back at the -talks 
Tuesday, joined by King Hussein in 
pressing Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamra Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat toward a settle- 
ment At the start of the day, he had 
spent 44 hours on Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore at the Wye Conference Centre, 
an extraordinary amount of presidential 
time. 

With Congress rushing to the cam- 
paign trail and with impeachment hear- 
ings on hold antil after November con- 


gressional elections, Clinton has been 
basking in favourable headlines, win- 
ning big concessions from Republicans 
in the budget fight and threatening 
Americas military might in Kosovo. 

His job approval ratings are strong in 
the mid to high 60s, as they have 
throughout foe Monica Lewinsky con- 
troversy. - 

Still- foe experts don’t expect the 
Middle East — or any foreign policy 
issue — to have much impact on 
Qinton’s poll numbers. And the 
impeachment inquiry will return wifoa 
vengeance after foe elections. 

Jimmy Carter’s Middle East triumph 
— the Camp David accords — was a 
genuine breakthrough but didn't help 
him a lot He lost his bid for reelection 
to Ronald Reagan. 



Pavarotti out of 
Tosca 1 opera 
after surgery 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Luciano Pavarotti has pulled 
out of three performances at 
the Metropolitan Opera as he 
. recovers from major trip and 
knee surgery. Pavarotti, who 
had the surgery in July, win 
miss his scheduled appear- 
ances as Cavaradosri in 
PUedni's "Tosca" on Nov. 7 , 
12 and 16 while be recovers. 
Met general manager Joseph 
Vbipe said Tuesday. The tenor 
still plans to appear in a gala 
performance on Nov. 22 to cel- 
ebrate the 30th anniversary of 
his Met debut. 

Magicians gather 
for Balkan trickfest 

SOFIA (AFP) — More than 
150 magicians from six 
Balkan countries gather in 
Sofia this weekend for a two- 
day festival of illusion, and 
trickery, organisers said 
Wednesday. Participants from 
Greece, Turkey. Yugoslavia, 
Romania. Moldova and 
Bulgaria will compete for atop 
prize of SI. 000 at the festival 
attended by foe secretary gen- 
eral of the world illusionist 
federation Maurice Pierre. 
Russian star magician 
Neehtpurenko will also be in 
town for foe event, (he first 
such Balkan festival, bang 
held in the army's social club 
headquarters in the Bulgarian 
capital. 

160 million Chinese 
will be aged 
over 80 in 2050 

-BEIJING (AFP) — After 
threatening Western nations 
foe problem of an ageing pop- 
ulation is now affecting China, 
which will have up to 160 mil- 
lion people aged over 80 in 
2050, the official Xinhua news 
agency said Wednesday. The 
number of people aged over 80 
will pass 25 million in 2010to 
reach 160 million — equiva- 
lent to the population of Brazil 
— in the middle of foe next 
century. Xinhua said citing 
experts. Experts say genetic 
factors alone are responsible 
for a quarter of longe vity cases 
while the rest result from other 
factors. The population is 
expected to peak at 1.6 billion 
in 2030 before starting to fell 

Snake accompanies 
passengers on flight 

DUESSELDORF (AP) — A 
New York-Duessekksf flight 
arrived Tuesday with one more 
passenger than had checked ire 
a 30-centimetre snake. A 
young woman spotted the 
snake slithering between her 
feet just before take off. StilL 
the flight went on as sched- 
uled. Another passenger took 
control of the situation, rap- 
ping the creature in. two plastic 
bags and setting it in a bath- 
room for the duration of the 
trip, IXtesseldorf airport offi- 
cials said 

“I thought it was 
my cat playing 
on my bed” 

BRISBANE (AP) — A 
woman awoke in bed Tuesday 
to find a two-metre-long carpet 
snake wrapped around ber arm 
and its teeth embedded in ber 
leg. Katherine BeU, 34, sani 
she was sleeping alongside ber 
six-year-old dau ghter Caria 
when she felt a pain itrher teg 
at about 4 a.m ‘T thought it 
was ray cat playing on my 
bed.” said Bell of Brisbane. ‘‘I 
went to move my arm to turn 
on the bedside light frit it [the 
snake] was wrapped around 
my aim and its mouth was W- 
mg my knee.” Bell stagg£fld 
out of bed, flailing wildly to 
free herself from the snake. 

Caroline of Monaco 
opens scanning unit 

LONDON (AFP) — Princess 
Caroline of Monaco opened 
Tuesday a new scanning 
at the private London bespit : 
named after her mtid** . 
Princess Grace, who (fieri in 3 ; 
car accident in 1982. Carolina ) 
wearing a grey suit, visited d* 
new unit, which can taketin^ 
dimensional images of oig® 115 
and blood vessels, and 
to staff. 
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